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Lobster Boat Racing Newsletters
The above article is a summary of our lobster boat racing newsletter published 

after each race. It has more in-depth coverage and lots of photographs. You 
can find these newsletters on-line at "mainescoast.com" or to sign up to receive 

them send an email to: igmatats@aol.com 
Also follow us on Facebook: friend Jon Johansen, which will have  photographs 

from the races, boat yards and other waterfront interest.

Nine Down Two to Go in Lobster Boat Racing Season!

Tom Clemons’ 4 LADIES [Wesmac SW46; 1,000-hp Caterpillar] and Matt Shepard’s ALEXSA ROSE [Morgan Bay 43; 750-hp John Deere] battling up the course, each getting the win in 
their respective classes. 4 LADIES was first in Diesel Class N and ALEXSA ROSE first in Diesel Class M(B).

FRIENDSHIP – The weather forecast for 
the weekend was great weather, the first 
so far this summer for lobster boat racing. 
No rain, and most importantly, no fog, but 
that was not true early on Sunday morning. 
Three of us left Searsport at 0500 and it was 
a nice sail down West Penobscot Bay till we 
got off Rockland and the fog closed in. With 
no radar, I am following Travis Otis’ FIRST 
TEAM’s stern lights. When the lights got 
lost in the fog I tried to stay in the middle of 
his wake and then that failed. We hooked up 
again and made it down through the Mussel 
Ridges and it finally cleared off Port Clyde 
for a beautiful sail across to Friendship.
 I got to the dock just after 0900 and 
was surprised to see Mark Freeman and 
FOOLISH PLEASURE [30’ Custom Riley 
Beal; 650-hp 455 Stroker] tied up and ready 
to race. He had been hoping to get a bigger 
engine and I am not sure if that happened as 
he had signed up by the time I got up to the 
sign-up table. I began sign-ups as soon as 
I had everything hooked up and they were 
steady. When we finished, we had 30 boats 
registered, which was just two less than last 
year. I was surprised not to see Andrew Tay-
lor’s BLUE EYED GIRL [Morgan Bay 38, 
900-hp Scania] from Boothbay. I was also 
surprised not to see Steve Johnson of Long 
Island with the LYNN MARIE [Sisu 26]. 
He has repowered her with a big gasoline 
engine, but not sure if he has her dailed in yet. 
And, where was David Noyes and his crew 

with ZIPPIN’, ZIPPIN’ TOO and JENILY?
 In the Gasoline Classes and there were 
no entrants in Classes B (V8, Up to 383 
cid, 24 feet and over), C (V8, 376 to 525 
cid, 24 feet and over) and E (V8, Over 525 
cid, 28 feet and over, Turbos/superchargers, 
Alcohol and Nitrous) and there was just one 
entrant in Class A (Four and Six Cylinder, 24 
feet and over), Jon Johansen’s CINDY JEN 
[34’ Clinton Beal, 1964; 292 Chevrolet] and 
in Class D (V8, 376 cid and over, 24 feet 
and over (Non-working racer)), FOOLISH 
PLEASURE. They were sent down together 
and it was a race against the hare and the 
tortoise.
 In the Diesel Classes there were no en-
trants in Classes B (Up to 235 hp, 32 feet to 
39 feet 11 inches), C (236 to 335 hp, 24 to 33 
feet 11 inches) and O (Non-working boats, 
any length, any horsepower). There were 
also several with one entrant and these were 
combined with another race. With single 
entrants in Class A (Up to 235 hp, 24 to 31 
feet 11 inches) and D (236 to 335 hp, 34 feet 
to 39 feet 11 inches) they were run together. 

Frank Guptil IV’s SCREAMIN’ SEAMAN 
[Duffy 35; 300-hp John Deere] came across 
the finish line first winning Class D. Just a 
little further back was Ed Upham’s BLACK 
MAGIC [Nauset 27; 135-hp Perkins], which 
won Class A. Next up was Class E (336 to 
435 hp, 24 to 33 feet 11 inches) with four 
boats on the line. The favourite was Randy 
Durkee’s AUDREY MAY [Holland 32; 425-
hp Cummins] and he did not let the crowd 
down winning easily. There was only one 
entrant in Class F (336 to 435 hp, 34 feet to 
39 feet 11 inches) and Class G (436 to 550 
hp, 28 to 35 feet 11 inches) so they were run 
together. With the drop of the flag, David 
Osgood’s SPLIT SECOND [Crowley Beal 
33; 550-hp D-8 Volvo] flew up the course 
and crossed the line first winning Class G. A 
little further back was Ryan Maloney’s MA-
LONEY TRADITION [37 Osmond; 470-hp 
Caterpillar], who won Class F. There was 
only one entrant in Class H (436 to 550 hp, 36 
feet to 39 feet 11 inches), Travis Otis’ FIRST 
TEAM [Northern Bay 36; 410-hp Sisu 645] 
so he ran down with the two entrants in Class 

I (551 to 700 hp, 28 to 35 feet 11 inches), 
Gary Genthner’s LIL’ LISA MARIE [Mussel 
Ridge 28; 600-hp FPT] and Chris Smith’s 
MISTY [Crowley Beal 33; 650 hp Scania]. 
LIL’ LISA MARIE got the win in Class I. 
Classes J (551 to 700 hp, 36 feet to 39 feet 11 
inches), K (701 to 900 hp, 28 feet to 39 feet 
11 inches) and L (901 hp and over, 28 feet 
to 39 feet 11 inches) were combined as Sean 
Clemons’ MEAN KATHLEEN [Wayne Beal 
36; 700-hp Scania] was the only entrant 
in Class J and Jeremy Beal’s MARIA’S 
NIGHTMARE II [Wayne Beal 32; 1,000-hp 
Isotta] the only entrant in Class L. Streaking 
up the course and to no one’s surprise was 
MARIA’S NIGHTMARE II. The real battle 
was between Jeff Eaton’s LA BELLA VITA 
[Northern Bay 38; 815-hp FPT] and Nick 
Wiberg’s WITCHING HOUR [Northern 
Bay 36; 815-hp] for the top spot in Class K. 
It was close, but LA BELLA VITA had the 
advantage at the line for the win. MEAN 
KATHLEEN got the win in Class J. Three 
boats were on the line for Class M(A) (40 
feet and over, up to 500 hp) and the win went 
to Chris Pope’s OLD SCHOOL [Holland 
41; 380-hp Cummins] followed by Alan 
Knowlton’s SEA URCHIN [Young Broth-
ers 45, 425-hp John Deere]. There was one 
entrant in Class M(B) (40 feet and over, 501 
to 750 hp), Matt Shepard’s ALEXSA ROSE 
[Morgan Bay 43; 750-hp John Deere] so she 

Continued on Page 6
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Complete engine packages for new builds and repowers 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Portland, ME       Wakefield, MA         Cranston, RI 
Drew Weaver (978) 821-9826   dweaver@powerprodsys.com 

Joel Rumelhart (207) 632-6868  jrumelhart@nedda.com 

CONTACT - KERRY THOMPSON - 908- 391 - 8378

CELEBRATING A CENTURY 1922-2022

Diesel Outboards from 150 - 300hp available in stock!

150 HP

175 HP 200 HP

300 HP

SCAN TO 
LEARN 
MORE

WHY OXE?
SAVE ON FUEL

EXTEND RANGE

SMOOTH SHIFTING

LONGER MAINTENANCE INTERVALS

LOTS OF TORQUE!

OUR DEALER NETWORK IS GROWING! CONTACT US TO INQUIRE 
ABOUT BECOMING A DEALER!

MCN OXE.indd   1 4/7/2022   4:31:01 PM
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      We are located two miles from Exit 17 off Interstate 95
307 Bayview St., Yarmouth, Maine 04096

Phone: 207-846-9577                      www.royalriverboat.com               Fax: 207-846-6571
       Email:forinfo@royalriverboat.com

BOAT HAUL-OUT & STORAGE

MECHANICAL SERVICES

ValvTect GAS & DIESEL

AUXILARY SYSTEMS

FUEL-GAS-DIESEL

DOCK SERVICES

SUPPLIES

ROYAL RIVER BOAT
A full service boatyard

·  55  Ton  & New 75 Ton Travel Lifts
· Marina
· Sail Loft
· Awlgrip & Fiberglass
· Engine & Electrical
· Outboard & Stern Drives

FIBERGLASS
Core Repairs
Awlgrip Coatings
Gelcoat Refinishing
Keel Repairs
Blister Repairs

WOOD
All Major Repairs
Cabinetry/Joinery
Paint Stripping
Re-Fastening
Restoration

Now an Authorized            Dealer
Check our Prices, Compare and Save.

207-846-8877   Fax 207-846-6571
307 Bayview St., Yarmouth, ME 04096

baysails@earthlink.net

••••• New Racing
   & Cruising Sails

••••• Sail Repairs
   & Retrofits

• • • • • Sail Washing
   & Storage

• • • • • Emergency Repair
   Service

• • • • • Dodgers

• • • • • Custom Canvas Work

• • • • • Cushions

• • • • • Rigging

• • • • • Furling Systems

• • • • • Pick Up & Delivery Available

• • • • • 42 years of experience

• • • • • Biminis

Riding Sails Available and Reasonable

EXPERIENCE BILLINGS...
The full-service yard that does it all with expert craftsmen and technicians

Billings Diesel & Marine Service

• Complete machine shop facility • Authorized sales and service with factory trained technicians (Detroit Diesel,
Volvo Penta, Caterpillar, Cummins, Yanmar, Ford, Westerbeke, Lister, Twin Disc, ZF, Borg Warner)    •

Complete Welding and fabricating shop • Expert painting, Awlgrip and varnish • Full woodworking facility •
Fiberglass • Fully stocked marine store • Heated undercover railway and paint booth.

Marine Insurance Specialists

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

1-800-370-1883                                                     (207) 781-5553
www.smithwick-ins.com

366 US Route 1, Falmouth, Maine 04105

P.O. Box 67, Stonington, Maine 04681
(207) 367-2328 · (207) 367-6559 nights & holidays

office@billingsmarine.com · www.billingsmarine.com · We monitor channel 16

★ Marina ★ Storage ★ Repair ★ Transport
120 Tillson Avenue • Rockland, ME 04841

207-594-4444  fax 207-594-0407
W W W . J O U R N E Y S E N D M A R I N A . C O M

Mitchell Cove Boats
Custom Built  

20', 32', 35', 37' 
models

REPOWER WITH KPYY

KITTERY POINT
YACHT YARD 207.439.9582   www.kpyy.net

Steyr, Yanmar, Westerbeke, and NOW

Factory trained and certified technicians
for all Tier 1 diesel engine manufacturers

Dealers

58 Fore Street, Portland, ME 04101
(207) 773-3537 Phone    (207) 874-7926 Fax

New England Fiberglass Company

Yacht Repair/Restorations

www.nefiberglass.com     email: newenglandfibe@conversent.net

POWDER COATING

LOWELL BROTHERS

Even Keel Marine Specialties, Inc., 114 Spring St, Yarmouth, Maine 04096
(207) 846-4878

Custom Boatbuilders

EXPERIENCE BILLINGS...
The full-service yard that does it all with expert craftsmen and technicians

Billings Diesel & Marine Service

• Complete machine shop facility • Authorized sales and service with factory trained technicians (Detroit 
Diesel, Volvo Penta, Caterpillar, Cummins, Yanmar, Ford, Westerbeke, Lister, Twin Disc, ZF, Borg Warner)    • 
Complete Welding and fabricating shop • Expert painting, Awlgrip and varnish • Full woodworking facility • 
Fiberglass • Fully stocked marine store • Heated undercover railway and paint booth • 35 & 82 ton Travelifts.

Marine Insurance
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

1-800-370-1883                                                     (207) 781-5553
www.smithwick-ins.com

366 US Route 1, Falmouth, Maine 04105
P.O. Box 67, Stonington, Maine 04681

(207) 367-2328 · (207) 367-6559 nights & holidays
office@billingsmarine.com · www.billingsmarine.com · We monitor channel 16  

Heavy Duty Marine Hardware

for Downeast Style Boats

www.retmarine.com
(207) 422-6532

Aqualoy™ 22 Propeller Shafts
Self-aligning Shaft Seals
Rudder Ports (Gland Style)
Rudder Stuffing Boxes
Traditional Stuffing Boxes
Stern Bearing Housings
Intermediate Shaft Bearings 

Split and Tapered Couplings
Custom Shaft Tubes
Bronze Tiller Arms
Bronze Deck Plates
Piranha Dual Line Cutters
Zinc Mounting Plates
Rudder Step/Skeg Bearings

“Epifanes raised my standards. 
Easy to work with. Cures like glass.
They definitely nailed that formula.”

            —  DAN LEE
DAN LEE BOATBUILDING

“Predictability. That’s a big factor. I know 
what Epifanes is going to deliver every 
time I use it. It applies nicely. It flows up 
beautifully. You’ve got quite a long 
working time, but then it also dries 
quickly to a glassy finish. There’s nothing 
else like it, 

really, and that makes it 
easier for less experienced 
applicators, too. It is the 
user-friendly varnish.” 

Get Dan’s top three varnishing 
tips at epifanes.com/newsletters. 

1-800-269-0961 | www.epifanes.com
FOLLOW US

EPI_DanLeeAd_MaineCoastalNews_Qtr_FINAL2.indd   1 2/7/23   7:36 AM
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Website: www.mainescoast.com

Advertising Deadlines:  The deadline for the October issue is September 8.       
                  The deadline for the November issue is October 6.

 Maine Coastal News is published 12 times a year and is dedicated to covering the news 
along the entire coast of Maine, Kittery to Eastport. We cover general marine news, commercial 
fishing, yachting (power and sail), boat yard and waterfront news and maritime history.
  Distribution of Maine Coastal News is from Eastport to Marblehead, MA and is free on 
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Maine 04496.

Publisher Jon B. Johansen
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Publisher's Note

Follow us on Facebook:
Find under - Jon Johansen

On-going Exhibits
Penobscot Marine Museum
Rusticators on the Water
Working the Sea
In Extremis: Historic Ships in America (to 
5 August)
Sam Murfitt, Maine’ Working Waterfront (6 
August to 15 October)
Searsport’s V-ALT Students Present
At Home, At Sea: Searsport’s Maritime 
Stories
 Searsport
 Info: penobscotmarinemuseum.org/

Maine Maritime Museum
Women Behind the Lens
SeaChange: Darkness and Light in the Gulf 
of Maine
Featured Finds
 Bath
 Info: mainemaritimemuseum.org

Cape Ann Museum
Native Waters, Native Lands
Our Place, Our Stories
A View From My Window
This Unique Place: Paintings & Drawings 
by Jeff Weaver
Fitz Henry Lane Gallery Re-Envisioned
 Gloucester, MA
 Info: capeannmuseum.org

New Bedford Whaling Museum
Re/Framing the View: Nineteenth Century 
American Landscapes
Common Ground: Community Stories
Local Artist Showcase
 New Bedford, MA
 Info: (508) 997-0046

Mystic Seaport Museum
Fish & Forest
Global Foundation for Ocean Exploration
The Sea Connects Us
Temperance and Trade
 Mystic, CT
 Info: mysticseaport.org

2023
AUGUST
19 Long Island Lobster Boat Races
 Ferry Dock
 Long Island
 Info: Lisa Kimball (207) 332-3968
 Amy Tierney (207) 317-1576

19 RYC/Sail Power & Steam Scholar-
  ship Race
 Rockland Yacht Club
 Rockland
 Info: rocklandyachtclub.org

19 Bluewater Regatta
 Centreboard Yacht Club
 South Portland
 Info: regattaman.com

20 Portland Lobster Boat Races
 Portland
 Info: Katie Werner (207) 807-1832

27 Max Warburg Trophy
 Northeast Harbor Fleet
 Northeast Harbor
 Info: nehfleet.org

27 Camden Solo Challenge
 Camden Yacht Club
 Camden
 Info: camdenyachtclub.org

SEPTEMBER
9 Around Islesboro Race
 Northport Yacht Club
 Northport
 Info: regattaman.org

14-17 Newport International Boat Show
 Newport, Rhode Island
 Info: (800) 582-7846

16-17 Maine Rocks Race
 Rockland Yacht Club
 Rockland
 Info: rocklandyachtclub.org

OCTOBER
14 Annual Meeting & Awards Banquet
 Robinson’s Wharf
 Southport Island
 Info: Jon Johansen (207) 223-8846

2024
FEBRUARY
29-Mar. 2    Maine Fisherman’s 
Forum
 Samoset Resort
 Rockport, ME
 Info: mainefishermensforum.org

 What is it like to operate a boat yard? 
When I asked one boat yard manager, he 
said, “Well, we are just trying to ruin one 
vacation at a time. That is really our goal.” 
There are quite a few boats cruising the 
Maine coast this summer, and some of them 
inadvertently find the bottom or simply have 
a breakdown. With the lack of employees, 
many yards are backed up and that means 
it may be days or weeks before they get a 
chance to work on it. There is no question 
that the lack of help is a national problem 
that is not being addressed.
 It has been a trying month, with more 
than the normal miles on the road with just 
a day or two spent at home where the yard 
work has consumed lots of hours and still is 
not finished. I have neglected some aspects 
of the yard and now it needs a serious cut-
back, especially in the apple orchard. 
 After the Stonington lobster boat races, 
CINDY JEN raced at Friendship, but before 
leaving for Harpswell it was noted that she 
was taking on more water than she should. 
I hoped that it would slow by the following 
day, but when it did not, I called Royal River 
Boat Yard in Yarmouth and got her hauled 
and then called Richard Stanley to come 
and make the repairs. This was caught on 
video by Jay Perrotta who uploaded it on 
Facebook, and was seen by a lot viewers. It 
is fun to watch someone as talented as this to 
inspect the bottom and then caulk the needed 
areas. He said there was actually no cotton 
in one of the butt block seams adding that 
she does need a serious look at this winter. 
She was back in that night and did not leak 
anymore. CINDY JEN then did the Harp-
swell races and is now waiting for the races 
at Long Island and Portland.
 SARI ANN I has been in Jonesport with 
Alonzo Alley since the Bass Harbor lobster 

boat races. She raced in the Moosabec races 
on 5 August and was the only wooden boat 
there. Beals/Jonesport once had a huge pop-
ulation of wooden boats, but now there are 
only a few. I am surprised there are not more 
as most fishermen will tell you that fishing 
on a wooden boat will increase your fishing 
life about ten years. Look at all the wooden 
lobster boats fishing out of Stonington. I 
know the argument that they are a lot of 
work, but if you keep up with them, they are 
not much more work than a fiberglass boat. 
SARI ANN I then headed to Winter Harbor 
for their races on 12 August and I brought her 
home to Searsport that afternoon. The wind 
had picked up during the races and there was 
some good wave action all the way to the 
Casco Passage. This boat plowed through 
them without issue, whereas CINDY JEN 
would have sliced her way home. Once on 
the dock I noted that there were still a lot 
of things needing attention, which I hoped 
to get to before heading to Long Island/
Portland for their races. That does not seem 
to be happening. Ann and I are still trying 
to figure out what we want to do to her. 
This winter my stepson Noah has put a plan 
together. He wants to pull the engine, clean 
and paint the bilge, upgrade the hydraulics, 
repair the steering system and add electron-
ics. Figuring out an electronics package is a 
challenge. She presently has a Hondex sys-
tem, which is good. Alonzo put on a newer 
Hondex system, which is a good system. I 
have also been asking around looking for 
opinions and certainly have found plenty, of 
course all different. Hopefully, when I am in 
Newport, Rhode Island for the International 
Boat Show Ann and I, can figure out just 
what would be the best system.
 If you own two wooden boats, what is 
the next thing that you purchase?

The lighthouse at Owl's Head.

https://penobscotmarinemuseum.org/
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CHASE, LEAVITT & CO.

www.chaseleavitt.com

84 Cove St., Portland (207) 772-6383
218 Bucksport Rd., Ellsworth (207) 667-9390

The Chart Room 
Flags · Books · Chart Kit · Paper Charts ·Navigation Tools

Life Raft Service Station
Abandon Ship & Floatation Gear ·Distress Signals · Overboard Rescue

Inflatable Boats
Sales: Achilles, Caribe, & Highfield

Large Supply of Spare Parts
Repair Professionals

Tuna, Before it was Wicked: Carl Beal's Shark Story
Summer of 1949
By Carl Beal, Jr.

 Shark fishing was not an occupation 
of anyone that I knew back in 1949. Not 
that there weren’t plenty of sharks for the 
catching out in Ipswich Bay. The seeing and 
catching of sharks while fishing for Bluefin 
tuna in these waters was not an unusual 
occurrence. The variety of sharks in this 
area ranged from the prolific sand shark or 
dogfish, which are the bane of all fishermen. 
This was especially true of tuna fishermen 
who rely on a chum line that can bring in 
huge schools of the 2 to 3 foot scavengers. 
The blue shark, the mako, and an occasional 
thresher are some other common sharks in 
the area. The largest of the sharks you will 
come across in our waters is the basking 
shark. The fish is the second largest shark 
behind the giant whale shark and can weigh 
between 2,500 and 3,000 pounds and grow 
to a length of twenty to thirty feet. This is 
the extraordinary story of such an encounter 
during the summer of 1949.
 The day began like any other day as my 
Dad parked our truck in the wharf’s parking 
lot. Another exciting day of tuna fishing off 
of Cape Ann in Ipswich Bay was about to 
begin. We arrived a little later than usual 
and most of the boats had already left for 
the tuna grounds. But I was getting excited 
as we slammed the heavy doors of the truck, 
and with a coil of rope and a couple of empty 
bushel baskets headed for the dock. It was a 
beautiful sunny day in July, the kind fishing 
was made for.
 As we walked toward the float a friend, 
Charlie Sutherland, came toward us. Charlie 
owned a 33-foot day cruiser that he hardly 
used, as he was always busy with business. 
We knew a few other boat owners like him. 
They would buy a nice boat, but were too 
busy to enjoy them, and the boats remained 
on their moorings day after day. My dad, 
seeing him, thought he must be going fishing 
for a change. As we approached my father 
spoke to him saying, “Well, don’t tell me 
you are finally going out to sea in that boat 
of yours”. His response was no surprise as 
he said he had some important business to 
attend to. Then, in a serious tone of voice, he 
said, “How would you like to take my boat 
out today? The gas tanks are full. All the tuna 
lines are brand new. Everything you need is 
on board. Take her out and get a tuna on it. 
I would love to have my boat catch a tuna 
this summer.”
 My father and I looked at each other 
in disbelief, but I knew he wasn’t joking. I 
snapped out of my daze and said, “Can we 
do it Daddy, please?” Then my dad added 
that we couldn’t guarantee any tuna, but 
we would take his boat out for the day and 
‘break it in for you’. Those words ‘break it 

in’ weren’t strong enough words for what 
would happen that day.
 We departed down the ladder to the 
float where we kept our skiff and headed out 
toward a boat that made me feel like a rich 
kid. The cabin cruiser was a much different 
type of boat than what we were used to.  Ours 
was a 38-foot open lobster type boat with a 
large cockpit and good size cuddy cabin, but 
you couldn’t stand up inside the cabin.
 This boat was 33-foot long and was 
mostly all cabin with a small cockpit. It was 
a cabin cruiser, not real fancy, but it made 
you feel more at home than at sea. It had 
all the amenities of home including a small 
kitchen, bunk beds, and even a toilet. This 
was truly not a fishing boat, I thought, as I 
did a quick tour after we climbed aboard.
 Being a much faster boat, we were down 
river and heading out to the tuna grounds in 
no time. Now I must say that being on this 
boat did give me the feeling of affluence. 
The boat was not new, but it had the look 
of a boat that was well kept. Since it hadn’t 
been used much, it certainly wasn’t abused 
at all. Whereas our party boat, the ‘Doris E’, 
a converted Beal Island lobster boat, was 
showing lots of wear from years of hard and 
steady work.
 It was twelve nautical miles to the tuna 
fleet, so I had some time on my hands to 
check things out.
 The first thing I did was to walk out onto 
the pulpit, also known as the tuna stand. This 
consists of a long plank off the bow of the 
boat with a pipe railing all around for safety. 
It was fun to stand out on this pulpit and 
ride the waves. It was more fun to imagine 
harpooning a tuna from this cat walk. After 
daydreaming of such thoughts for a few 
minutes, I went down to the deck to give 
my dad a spell at the helm. I wanted to see 
what it was like to drive a boat like this. I 
wasn’t disappointed, as it handled easily, 
kept a steady course, and had a good feeling 
cutting through the water.
 When steering this boat, I had to be 
aware of more than just the compass head-
ing. I was always scanning the horizon for a 
trawler or dragger out of Gloucester. It was 
from these vessels that we depended on for 
tuna bait. Of course, I was always keeping a 
sharp lookout for the presence of tuna on the 
surface. Besides, it was fun to steer a boat 
like this. Steaming along at about twenty 
knots made it even more enjoyable.
 At last a dragger was sighted just a cou-
ple of miles from the tuna fleet. We felt lucky 
as the draggers are usually moving further 
off shore as the day goes by. We were late by 
our standards, as it was close to 11:00 a.m.
 As we approached the trawler, I recog-
nized her as the ‘St. Mary’ out of Gloucester. 
We had gotten bait from her many times be-

fore. We noticed that she was in the middle of 
a drag, which often has the crew under deck 
getting rested for the haul back. My dad took 
the wheel, and I climbed up on top of the cab-
in to be seen better. We had to move along, 
parallel with and at the same slow speed as 
the trawler, and get close enough to pass a 
basket or two of fish from one boat to anoth-
er. As we moved in close, I tried to get the 
attention of anyone on deck by yelling over 
the loud chugging of their big diesel engine. 
“Hello, any tuna bait?” I yelled a couple of 
times. Then a little old man with a short 
white beard appeared from the wheel house. 
He was dressed in yellow rubber pants and 
a red checkered shirt. He knew what we 
were after, as he no doubt had a few of the 
tuna boats track him down for their bait that 
day. The dragger moved along slowly with 
cables leading over the stern connecting to a 
large net being dragged along the bottom of 
the ocean floor. I quickly ran from one end 
of the boat to the other putting out bumpers 
between the trawler and the boat to make 
sure our friend’s boat would not be scarred 
or damaged as we moved alongside.
 You don’t always know what kind of 
bait you might get from the draggers. You 
hope for herring, whiting, or mackerel, all 
good for both chum and hook bait. Occa-
sionally some of the draggers save only the 
worse kind of bait for the fishermen. We 
called it sculch, or what’s left over after the 
market fish are culled out. However, we were 
pleased to get the finest kind of tuna bait that 
day from the trawler ‘St. Mary’. We paid and 
thanked the old captain, as we pulled away 
to begin our day of tuna fishing.
 As we entered the fishing fleet one thing 
was certain, no one knew who it was that was 
motoring through looking for a berth. But it 
wasn’t long before the word was blaring out 

over the boat’s CBs. After that we would take 
a little ribbing for coming up in the world.
 It didn’t take long to get moored up and 
settled in. As I was pulling the tuna gear out 
from under the stern lockers, my dad was 
making a survey of who had tuna on and 
others that had them tied up. From what he 
was observing, it looked like a promising 
day was at hand.
 Then I noticed what I thought might be 
a problem. I told my dad that the tuna lines 
on board were nothing like ours. Yes, the 
tuna hand lines were new and looked like 
they had never been in the water before. 
But they were no doubt made up at least 
five years ago and were now outdated and 
behind the times. The large books and heavy 
leader cables that I was seeing had long been 
updated by the local fishermen to a much 
lighter type of equipment. Shy gear was the 
latest thing, not these antiquated oversized 
hooks and leaders. Things had been going 
quite well on this trip up to this point. Now 
we were very disappointed with this change 
in our luck. We had seen the gear changes 
over the past few years and had kept abreast 
of the shy tackle advances. We also knew it 
made a big difference as to whether you were 
successful or not.
 There was nothing we could do now 
but use what we had and hope for the best. 
We set out the six lines that were on board 
at various depths and different locations 
from within the boat. With the day already 
half over and a bait box full of fresh bait, we 
figured would chum extra heavy in hopes of 
attracting enough tuna in our chum slick to 
create a feeding frenzy. Perhaps then the size 
of the hooks and leaders might be compro-
mised.

Continued on Page 8
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ran down with Class N (40 feet and over, 751 
hp and over), which had four entrants. With 
the dropped of the flag it was a great battle 
between Tom Clemons’ 4 LADIES [Wesmac 
SW46; 1,000-hp Caterpillar] and ALEXSA 
ROSE. ALEXSA ROSE crossed first getting 
the win in Class M(B) and right on her stern 
was 4 LADIES for the win in Class N.
 There was only one boat, CINDY 
JEN, entered in the Wooden Boat Race and 
because she was entered in the Gasoline 
Free-for-All, the race committee decided to 
combine the two races. The only other boat 
entered in the Gasoline Free-for-All was 
FOOLISH PLEASURE and we all know 
who would win this one.
 Six boats were on the line for the Diesel 
Free-for-All and MARIA’S NIGHTMARE 
II came over in first followed by LA BELLA 
VITA.
 Next, they decided to run the Fastest 
Friendship Lobster Boat Race, which pitted 
two Simmons boats. One could see this was 

close as ISAAC & COLBY and CARSON 
& EMMA were bow to bow. At the line the 
win went to CARSON & EMMA by half a 
boat length.
 Only three boats were on the line for the 
final race of the day, Fastest Lobster Boat. 
Again, it was no surprise that MARIA’S 
NIGHTMARE II led the way up the course 
for the win. Second went to LA BELLA 
VITA and third was WITCHING HOUR.

HARPSWELL-What a day (30 July) for a 
lobster boat race. When I arrived at Harp-
swell there was bright sunshine and the only 
issue was a good cool breeze coming out of 
the nor’west.
 Sign-ups were out on the water off 
Mitchell Field where the finish line was. 
Boats arrived steadily for over an hour and 
when sign-ups were complete we had 36 rac-
ers entered. Again, there were several classes 
with either no one or one boat and they were 
combined with another class to speed up the 
event and make it more interesting.
 There were no entrants in Work Boat 

Class A so Work Boat Class B with six boats 
came to the line. The wind was still going 
to be a factor and the race committee hoped 
that no one decided to try and see if their 
boat could fly. As they came up it was a real 
bumpy ride and many got air and well in 
the lead, not letting up at all on the throttle 
was Andy Correa [Boston Whaler 15; 70-hp 
Evinrude]. There were only three boats in 
Work Boat Class C. Coming over in first was 
Nick Mackmun’s DAVY JONES.
 The first races combined were for the 
wooden boats. In Wooden Boat A was just 
CINDY JEN, skippered by Al Strout, and 
two entrants in Wooden Boat B, Mike Lane’s 
PHYLLIS P. [John’s Bay 41; 350-hp Cater-
pillar] from Cohasset, MA and Scott Dugas’ 
SAND DOLLARS III [41’Johns Bay Boat; 
700-hp Caterpillar]. SAND DOLLARS III 
had the advantage with PHYLLIS P. back a 
couple of boat lengths.
 Since there were only three boats in 
the Gasoline Classes, all in separate classes, 
they were sent down together. The boat 
many were looking forward to seeing run, 
was Steve Johnson’s LYNN MARIE [Sisu 
26; 632 Chevrolet]. He got LYNN MARIE 
back last year and put the big gas motor in, 
which is the one that had an accident when 
being offloaded from the ferry a couple of 
years ago. As they came up the course, first 
over was Jim Koehling’s BROWN EYED 
GIRL [Duffy 26; 454-hp Chevrolet] in Class 
C. LYNN MARIE was close and got the win 
in Class E. After a few minutes CINDY JEN 
slipped over for the win in Class A.
 There were no entrants in Class A, C 
and O. The wind was now calming down, 
but there was still a slight chop and that was 
flattening as the races went along. There was 
just one entrant in Class B, Isaac Mitchell’s 
CAPTAIN LUE [Stanley Greenwood 30; 
130-hp GM] and one in Class D, Mark Davis’ 
WHISKEY GIRL II [Duffy 34; 300-Isuzu], 
so they came down together, both winning 
their respective classes. Three boats came to 
the line for Class E with the early favourite 
being AUDREY MAY. Class F had two boats 
so they came down together and it was Scott 
Merryman’s K. E. II [Northern Bay 38; 405-
hp Cummins] jumping right into the lead and 
never looking back. Second went to Camero 
Murphy’s BLUE DOLPHIN II [Crowley 36; 
402-hp 3406 Caterpillar]. There was just one 
entrant in Class G, Tucker Johnston’s RIJO 
[Mussel Ridge 28; 550-hp], so he joined the 
three boats in Class H. When the flag dropped 
on the start boat, Nick Martinez’s PRETTY 
WOMAN [Calvin Beal 36; 510-hp Caterpil-
lar] slid out in front and lead the others to the 
finish. There was only one entrant in the next 
four classes, I, J, K and L. They were all sent 
down together, but who would come over the 
line first? LA BELLA VITA was the winner 
of Class K, followed by ALL SET, winner 
of Class L. LIL’ LISA MARIE won Class I 
and MEAN KATHLEEN won Class J. Four 

boats were on the line for Class M(A) and 
the winner was OLD SHOOL. There were 
four boats on the line for Class M(B) and it 
was a close battle for first, which was won 
by ALEXSA ROSE. Three boats were on 
the line for the final diesel class, N, and the 
bets were on Andy Johnson’s WHISTLIN’ 
DIXIE [Holland 40; 1,000-hp Caterpillar]. 
For years she was the boat to beat in Diesel 
Class N and today was no different as she 
showed the way to the finish.
 Two boats came to the line for the Gas-
oline Free-for-All. Missing was LYNN MA-
RIE, which we learned had an issue with her 
exhaust manifolds and was shooting flames 
out. CINDY JEN had nothing for BROWN 
EYED GIRL, who got the easy win.
 There were nine boats on the line for the 
Diesel Free-for-All and this was going to be 
a good race between LA BELLA VITA and 
WHISTLIN’ DIXIE for the top spot. As they 
came up the course it looked close, but LA 
BELLA VITA had the advantage and they 
finished one-two with third going to ALL 
SET.
 Next up was the Slowest Boat Race, 
which means the one that comes in last is the 
winner. CAPTAIN LUE took the honours of 
Slowest Boat with a speed of 10 mph. She 
was also given the win in the Novi Race.
 Next came the Fastest Lobster Boat 
Afloat and it was LA BELLA VITA, fol-
lowed by WHISTLIN’ DIXIE and BROWN 
EYED GIRL.
 The final race of the day was Fastest 
Harpswell Diesel Working Lobster Boat 
with five boats on the line. The winner was 
WHISTLIN’ DIXIE, followed by MEAN 
KATHLEEN and 4 LADIES.

MOOSABEC REACH- The biggest fear in 
running the lobster boat races on Moosabec 
Reach between Beals Island and Jonesport 
is a three-letter word: fog. The fishermen 
on the coast, especially Downeast, will tell 
you all they have seen so far this summer is 
nothing, but the screen of their chart-plotter 
in hopes of finding their gear.
 The Moosabec races were originally 
scheduled for 1 July. The weather forecast 
was rain and fog that day, and unfortunately 
the forecast was correct. However, there was 
hope it would clear. Two races were run, 
Work Boat Classes A and B, and as the racers 
in B made their way down the course the fog 
closed in and the race committee could not 
see across the finish line. There was hope the 
fog would lift again, but after waiting an hour 
it was still thick as pea soup, so they were 
canceled. They tried to run them the next 
day, but the fog was still thick in the Reach 
and they canceled them again. Looking at the 
calendar the race committee decided to try 
and run them on 5 August, hoping the weath-
er pattern would be more cooperative. One 
the drive to Jonesport the fog was present, 
but not as thick and in some places visibility 

Nine Down Two to Go in Lobster Boat Racing Season!

Continued from Page 1

Keith Simmons’ ISAAC & COLBY [Wayne Beal 46, 1,400-hp MAN] battling it out with his 
brother Andrew Simmons’ CARSON & EMMA [Wayne Beal 46, 1400-hp MAN] in the Fast-

est Friendship Lobster Boat Race with the win going to CARSON & EMMA.

Andy Correa [Boston Whaler 15; 70-hp Evinrude] gets a little air in Work Boat Class B with 
a speed of 39.9 mph.
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was actually pretty good. When we arrived 
in Jonesport at the Co-op there was some 
fog, but we could see the bridge and some 
of Beals Island. Then it lifted and turned into 
an absolutely beautiful day.
 Unfortunately, not everyone that signed 
up on the 1 July returned, but there was still a 
good turn out with some incredibly close fin-
ishes. Originally, there were 82 boats signed 
up, with nine additional racers signing up just 
before the races for a total of 91 boats.
 No one was surprised that the big win-
ner of the day was Jeremy Beal’s MARIE’S 
NIGHTMARE II [Wayne Beal 32; 1,000-hp 
Isotta] winning Class L, Diesel Free-for-All 
and World’s Fastest Recreational Lobster 
Boat. The title for the World’s Fastest 
Working Lobster Boat went to Eric Beal’s 
KIMBERLY ANN [Calvin Beal 42; 750-hp 
FPT].
 Next up was Work Boat Class C and the 
winner was Caleb Norton’s WHITE LIGHT-
NING [Mako 20; 200-hp Evinrude] followed 
by Richard Alley’s FAMILY TRADITION 
in second.
 For years the Moosabec races used to be 
dominated by the gasoline powered boats, 
but today that has dwindled to just two boats, 
which were run down together. FOOLISH 
PLEASURE came all the way from York and 
brought back memories when Galen Alley 
raced her. She won Gasoline Class D and 
Troy Alley’s ROCKY ROAD [Sprague 24; 
130-hp Mercruiser] got the win in Gasoline 
Class A.
 The Diesel Classes were up next and 
four boats came to the line in Class A and 
they were joined by the one in Class B and 
another in Class C. It was not surprising to 
see Jacob Kirby’s BARE BOTTOM [BHM 
25, 220-hp John Deere] coming over the 
line first for the win in Class A with a speed 
of 27.7 mph. The winner of Diesel Class 
B was Chad Libby’s MYRTLE BELLE 
[Libby 34, 205-hp John Deere] and Roy 
Fagonde’s LAST DESIGN [E. Libby, Jr., 
31; 300-hp Caterpillar] was the winner of 
Class C. Class D and E were combined and 
as they came up the course Dan Sawyer’s 
HIGH VOLTAGE [AJ-28; 400-hp Yanmar] 
and AUDREY MAY were bow to bow, but 
just before the line AUDREY MAY gained 
separation and the win. The winner of Class 

D was Ivan Libby’s WRECKING CREW 
[Libby 38; 305-hp Caterpillar] with a speed 
of 26.5 mph. In Class F the dominate boat 
has been Winfred Alley’s FAITH MELLE 
[Libby 34; 425-hp Cummins], but today she 
was in a real battle with Winfred’s old boat 
BOUNTY HUNTER [Calvin Beal 34; 425-
hp Cummins], now owned by Mitch White. 
As they neared the line, it was still close, but 
when they crossed BOUNTY HUNTER got 
the win by half a boat length. There were no 
entrants in Class G, but four boats came to the 
line in Class H. No one was surprised to see 
Dean Beal’s MISS NORMA [Wayne Beal 
36; 500-hp Cummins] leading the way up the 
left side of the course with Willie Coombs’ 
MELYNDA M. [Wayne Beal 36; 500-hp 
FPT] right on her transom and they finished 
one-two. Heather Thompson’s GOLD DIG-
GER [Wayne Beal 36; 675-hp Scania] came 
out for the first time this year and just slid 
by Nick Lemieux’s ASPIRATION [Young 
Brothers 35; 450-hp Volvo] in a combined 
race for a one-one finish. ASPIRATION 
got the win in Diesel Class I and GOLD 
DIGGER in Diesel Class J. There were no 
entrants in Class K and just one in Class 
K, which was MARIE’S NIGHTMARE II, 
who flew up the course with a speed of 56.6 
mph. Seven boats were on the line for Class 
M(A) and when the flag dropped Mitchell 
Beal’s BUKIE AND TUKIE [Wayne Beal 
40, 500-hp Deutz] jumped into the lead and 
never looked back. When the flag dropped 
on the start boat for Class M(B) no one was 
surprised to see Eric Beal’s KIMBERLY 
ANN [Calvin Beal 42; 750-hp FPT] leading 
the pack. Next over was Logan Alley’s JOY 
FRANCIS [Libby 41, 593-hp FPT], who just 
edged out Frank Thompson’s LIL’ BROOKS 
[Wayne Beal 46; 750-hp John Deere]. Ryan 
Lemieux’s OBSESSION [Young Brothers 
40; 1,000-hp Caterpillar] and Dana Beal’s 
NATALIE E. [Libby 41; 1,000-hp FPT] have 
been battling all year in Diesel Class N with 
the wins going to NATALIE E. As they came 
up the course it was anybody’s race, but as 
they neared the finish line OBSESSION had 
a very slight advantage and that is how they 
finished, one-two.
 At Beals Island-Jonesport one would 
expect that there would still be some wooden 
boats around. This was once a wooden boat 

strong hold, but now there are just a few still 
fishing. The only one entered in the Wooden 
Boat Races, was Jon and Ann Johansen’s 
SARI ANN I [40’ Johns Bay Boat, 375-hp 
3208 Caterpillar], skippered by Alonzo Al-
ley, in Wooden Boat B, so she ran down by 
herself for the win.
 Next came the Gasoline Free-for-All, 
which was easily won by FOOLISH PLEA-
SURE.
 Four boats were on the line for the Diesel 
Free-for-All, but barring a major issues this 
was MARIA’S NIGHTMARE II’s race to 
lose, but she streaked up the right side of the 
course leaving the rest in her wake.
 Who would win the title of the World’s 
Fastest Working Lobster Boat? The rules 
preclude MARIA’S NIGHTMARE II as you 
must make your living from the boat. The 
title went to KIMBERLY ANN with a speed 
of 38.1 mph. Right on her stern was FAITH 
MELLE and in third was MISS NORMA.
 In the final race of the day, World’s 
Fastest Recreational Lobster Boat, it was all 
MARIE’S NIGHTMARE II, who was the 
only entrant.

WINTER HARBOR – One of the most popu-
lar lobster boat races on the coast of Maine is 
Winter Harbor. They make an effort to have 
an unbelievable prize. They have given away 
hulls, pick-up trucks and oil. This year they 
were offering ten cruises in the Caribbean 
this February and that got a lot of interest 
from the fishermen.
 Sign-ups and been brisk and racers 
were still coming. Finally, the line had dis-
appeared and we had 90 boats registered. We 
do our best to get off the dock before the start 
time, but when there is still a line we have no 
choice but to stay and get them signed in.
 It was a great day for the races, sunny 
with a slight breeze that built as the afternoon 

went on. The big news was that Alfred Os-
good’s STARLIGHT EXPRESS III [Wayne 
Beal 36; 1400-hp MAN] was there. He had 
been at the Stonington races, but an incident 
before the races put her out of action. She 
was now ready and everyone wanted to 
see just how fast she was. The big question 
was how would she fair against MARIA’S 
NIGHTMARE II?
 The first race of the day is for Work 
Boats under 24 feet and powered with an out-
board, inboard outboard or an inboard engine 
no matter what the horsepower. First over 
the line was Ned Merchant’s THE LITTLE 
BOY [18’; 90-hp], followed over by Caleb 
Norton’s WHITE LIGHTNING [Mako 20; 
200-hp Evinrude].
 There were three entrants in the Gaso-
line Classes, each in their own class, so they 
were sent down together and each would get 
first. No one was surprised to see FOOLISH 
PLEASURE out in front with a sizeable lead 
for the win in Class D. Second over the line 
was Lindsay Durkee’s BLACK DIAMOND 
[Holland 32, 454 Chevrolet] who won Class 
C. Back a few boat lengths was Roy Had-
lock’s EMPTY POCKETS [Crowley 28; 350 
Chevrolet], the winner of Class B.
 There were five boats on the line for 
the first diesel class race, Class A. The pre-
race favourite was BARE BOTTOM and 
he did not disappoint as he flew up the left 
side of the course for the win at a speed of 
26 mph. In Class B there were four boats 
entered and Kit Johnson’s MR. LUCKY 
[Duffy 35; 225-hp John Deere] has been the 
dominate boat at these races for a number 
of years. She made her way up the middle 
of the course for another win, followed by 
Zachery Chipman’s JENNY KAY [Repco 
30; 225-hp Cummins] and Rachel Nelson’s 

Nine Down Two to Go in Lobster Boat Racing Season!

Continued on Page 23

The boat to beat this day was Jeff Eaton’s LA BELLA VITA [Northern Bay 38; 815-hp FPT], 
here running for the finish line and getting first in Diesel Class K. To port is Leif Albertson’s 

ALL SET [Holland 38, 1,200-hp MAN], which won Diesel Class L.

Dan Sawyer’s HIGH VOLTAGE [AJ-28; 400-hp Yanmar] and Randy Durkee’s AUDREY 
MAY [Holland 32; 425-hp Cummins] battling it out in Diesel Class E.
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 There were a few boats in our area that 
had fish on, or had one or two tied up. We 
knew it had been a good day for tuna fishing. 
Of course, there were also boats that hadn’t 
had a hookup as yet.
 I was throwing chum at a good clip 
over the port side having the tide take the 
chum down under the boat. I wanted to get 
the chum to sink as fast as possible down to 
where our lines were at 30, 60, 90 feet. With 
my back to the starboard side of the boat, I 
heard a sharp “snap” as the cod line holding 
a tuna line fast to the boat parted. I knew in 
an instant what it was and yelled “Strike!” 
and turned quickly and went for the line as 
it peeled out from the basket. Without any 
warning. I found myself sprawled out on 
the cockpit deck. I had tripped over the low 
engine box cover which I was not used to 
having in the middle of the cockpit. When a 
tuna strikes, you lunge for the line if it’s near 
you thinking of nothing else. By the time I 
got up and rubbed my shines, the fish was 
gone. Now I was excited, and the adrenaline 
was flowing. My dad had begun to pull in the 
stern line, as part of the procedure is to get 
all the lines in as soon as possible to reduce 
the chance of having the tuna get around 
another line and tangle it up. A real messy 
situation can occur with fouled lines.
 When my father realized that the fish 
had gotten off, he began to let the line back 
out. This particular line was being kept away 
from the boat with a float or pot buoy. All at 
once the buoy went down fast and we had 
another fish on. This time the line fetched 
up in my father’s hands. This was perfect 
for setting the hook. When there was just 
enough strain on the line he gave it a pull 
to set the hook, but the hook didn’t set and 

pulled out instead. We had lost another one 
as quickly as that.
 We were beginning to realize what we 
had expected could be the case with this tuna 
gear that came with the boat. It turned out 
to be a very frustrating day. We had several 
strikes, countless touches but not one fish to 
show for all our work the rest of that after-
noon.
 All at once the tuna left or stopped 
feeding. There were no more hook-ups in 
the fleet for over an hour and many of the 
boats were leaving or had left for home. We 
decided to stay until our bait was gone. Fi-
nally, we also gave it up. We were tired and 
frustrated from running from line to line for 
nothing but disappointment. We hauled in 
all the antiquated rigged lines and put them 
away. I next hauled the anchor and were on 
our way home from a frustrating day.
 It must have been an omen, because as 
we got under way I looked up at the bow and 
saw the only line we left out was the harpoon 
line, rigged and ready on the tuna stand. I 
started to climb up to the upper deck to re-
trieve the gear, but at the last minute decided 
to leave it there just in case we should see a 
tuna finning on the surface on the way in.
 We were only about fifteen minutes into 
our course for home when my father noticed 
a fin at the surface about 50 yards ahead. I 
was a little excited, as I thought it might 
be a tuna. But as we closed in, it became 
apparent that it was a shark fin. Normally 
we wouldn’t be interested in harpooning a 
shark. However, with the kind of day we had 
even a shark looked good. Besides it would 
be a mako shark, and they were a market-
able fish. I hustled up on the tuna stand and 
got the harpoon ready. I always enjoyed the 
challenge of trying to harpoon a fish. I got 
an adrenaline rush as I stood on the end of 

the pulpit with the harpoon in my hands. I 
pointed the pole in the direction of the shark, 
and my dad turned the boat in that direction. 
From now on, it would be all signals in 
communicating with my dad at the steering 
wheel. The windshield between us, the wind 
in my ears, and the engine noise eliminated 
any meaningful voice communications. I 
would now be directing the boat by pointing 
with the harpoon pole to the left and right 
and using my hand to slow down or speed 
up.
 As we got within 50 feet, I signaled to 
slow the boat down. I tried to get a good look 
at the shark now directly in front of us. I was 
having a problem seeing it because we were 
heading right into the sun. It was very bright 
and reflecting off the water at such an angle 
as to practically blind me. I signaled to my 
father to take the boat out of gear, and we 
drifted slowly towards the fish. My muscles 
tightened as I raised the harpoon to get ready 
to throw. I knew we were getting close, but 
still didn’t have a clear view.
 All of a sudden I looked down and there 
was the tail coming up under the pulpit. I 
gulped as I gazed out over the length of its 
huge body. I became nervous, my legs be-
gan to shake and my body trembled as my 
eyes kept looking from the tail to the head. 
It was the largest fish that I had ever seen. 
I turned my head back towards my dad and 
tried to tell him that it was too big to be a 
shark. I thought it must be a whale of some 
kind. But it was no use. He couldn’t hear me 
and motioned for me to throw the harpoon. 
I took another look at this monster of a fish 
and had such a weird feeling. Here I was a 
scared fifteen year old, shaking and knowing 
I was all along standing on a narrow plank 
12 feet out over the water, beneath me was a 
giant of fish that had to be over 20 feet long.
 I raised the harpoon and with extreme 
apprehension I threw the harpoon as hard 
as I could. I almost wished that I missed, 
but couldn’t as it was right under the pulpit. 
After the harpoon struck, all I saw was a big 
swirl of water and the fish disappeared and 
the line began running out of the basket. I 
tried to compose myself as I jumped down 
into the cockpit, after handing the basket of 
line and keg to my father.
 He asked me if I could tell what kind it 
was. I told him nervously that I didn’t know. 
But whatever kind it was, it was the biggest 
of its kind. He started to laugh, but could 
tell by my reaction that perhaps he should 
be worried. Then he looked in the basket and 
saw that the 600 feet of line was almost gone. 
As he held the line running out at a rapid rate, 
he told me to get another tuna line from the 
stern locker and to hurry. We needed to get 
another line tied on before the end of the first 
line was gone from the basket. We weren’t 
going to stop this fish with only 600 feet of 
line. In the next minute the first line had all 
run out, and the wooden keg had splashed 
over the side and went right out of sight.
 Now this giant shark was working on 
the second coil of 600 feet and taking it out 
at a fast clip. There was no way we could 
slow him down. All we could do was let the 
line run through our gloved hands and hope 
that he would tire from the strain of all the 
line he was pulling. As the second basket 
of line melted away, I could tell my father 
was getting concerned. He wanted another 
basket of line ready to tie on. We knew that 
getting all this line back wasn’t going to be 
easy. Again the end of the line came, and 
the second keg was let over the side and we 
were working on the third coil. There was 
over 1200 feet of line on this fish going out 
at about a 45 degree angle with the same 
intensity as in the beginning.
 My father was now wondering what we 
had gotten ourselves into and was worried 

we would go through all our lines. I could 
tell he was getting anxious when he asked 
me to put on my gloves and grab hold of the 
line with him and put more strain on the fish. 
He said we had to stop it or cut the line.
 We both held as tightly as we could, 
but the line continued to slide through our 
gloves. We wet our gloves and tried again to 
hold him, this time snubbing the line on the 
gunnel of the boat. It wasn’t a good tactic, 
as the line could part and I was thinking it 
might be best if it did. But being brand new 
9 thread rope it held. The line was taut as a 
bow string but we had stopped it, but for how 
long we didn’t know.
 Now we had to try to get the shark in or 
let it go as time was running out. It was about 
an hour and a half before sundown and we 
couldn’t be out at sea trying to land a large 
shark after dark. That would be crazy and 
dangerous.
 We decided to give it all we had. We 
both pulled with our arms and backs and 
began to get some line back. The line began 
to pile up on the deck and that wasn’t a good 
thing. However, there was no way to coil it 
back into a basket, as it took both my dad and 
me pulling together to make any headway.
 After a while, we began to realize that 
we weren’t pulling the fish in toward the 
boat. We were pulling the boat toward the 
fish. This continuous pulling was beginning 
to take its toll on us. My arms were getting 
tired and my fingers were stiffening. My 
father’s back was also in pain, but we had 
to keep going. Finally a keg came aboard. It 
was crushed from the pressure of being at a 
great depth. We knew that we had 1200 more 
feet to go. Just the thought of pulling all that 
line in, one foot at a time, made me want to 
give up. But the curiosity, that strong desire 
to see what was on the other end of this line, 
drove me and my father to keep going.
 But in between gasping for air, groans 
from our aching bodies, and wiping the 
sweat from our eyes and faces, we ques-
tioned our decision to keep going more than 
once.
 Then the second wooden keg came up 
also smashed from water pressure. Now we 
were on the harpoon line, 600 more feet. 
Could we keep up the straining on our legs, 
arms and backs? This last stretch would 
be the hardest, as we would be pulling its 
whole weight straight up. The deck of the 
boat was a tangled mess of line and broken 
splintered kegs. It was the most dangerous 
of situations, if the shark decided to make 
a run and take back the line strewn all over 
the deck. One misstep and one or both of us 
could be hauled overboard.
 With the sun setting within the hour we 
were now fighting against time. Without any 
warning the boat began to rock and move 
like it was caught in a whirlpool, slowly 
moving in a circle.
 We could tell the shark was getting close 
to the surface. There was an air of excitement 
in our weary bodies and a renewed sense of 
urgency to get it up. A few more feet and it 
would be close enough to see.
 Now, we did have a tuna gaff on board, 
but to try to gaff and hold a fish of this size 
with a gaff was not impossible. We had 
talked about how we might secure this fish 
during the time we were pulling him up. I 
had told my dad that I’d seen a long tow rope 
under the stern locker. It was about two and 
half inches in diameter and perhaps 25 feet 
long. We were prepared to use it if we got 
that far.
 Then, we saw something about 12 feet 
down moving back and forth, slowly but 
steadily. As we wiped the sweat from our 
eyes, we could see what looked like a large 

Tuna, Before it was Wicked: Carl Beal's Shark Story
Continued from Page 5

Continued on Page 24
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totally gone through so she is just like new.
Down below she has a V-berth, galley and
head with shower. She is powered with a
3406E Caterpillar diesel. They hope to have
her over early this summer.

In the far bay was a 42 kit boat that they
were putting the top on and installing the
700-hp John Deere diesel before shipping to
Connecticut the middle of the summer. She
will be finished out as a sportfisherman.

A 46-foot Wesmac is being finished out
as a lobster boat for a fisherman from
Vinalhaven. The hull and top are done and

they are now installing the engine, which is
a C-18 Caterpillar. She will be done late this
summer.

Still to do are two salmon seiners, built
on the 38 foot hulls, which will be going to
Alaska.

Hewes Company in Blue Hill has just
been given the contract to build the interior
of an 86-foot carbon fibre racing sled under
construction in the State of Washington.
This project is waiting for designs and they
do not expect to begin until August. Most of

In 2008-2009 a New Jersey businessman
came to Maine and sought the services of
Lash Brothers Boatyard of Friendship,
Maine. The NJ businessman has a fish char-
tering business in Southern New Jersey. He
was familiar with another boat in New Jersey
built by Lash and was impressed with the
quality of the hull and finished construction.

The NJ businessman contracted with
Lash to furnish a 34 foot Calvin Beal lobster
boat. Lash delivered the boat in April 2009 in
Friendship, Maine. The boat was taken to
New Jersey and use for fishing charters off
Cape May.

During one of the 2009 fishing trips, one
of the blades of the propeller, installed by
Lash, broke off “causing the propeller and
shaft to become unbalanced and to strike and
damage the underside of the boat,” as

claimed by the boat owner, Stalker Fishing
Charters, LLC. Thereafter one of the passen-
gers on this trip filed suit in 2011 against
Stalker Fishing Charters, LLC in Superior
Court in Cape May.

Apparently this passenger, Michael
Bradley, a resident of Broomall, Pennsylva-
nia, fell off a cooler on which he was standing
when the propeller broke off. The passenger
claims the vessel somehow came to an abrupt
stop because of the failure of the propeller.
This caused the passenger to fall sustaining
injuries. Mr. Bradley claims injury to both
knees requiring surgery and bilateral knee
replacement. He also developed angina
which resulted in two separate heart surger-
ies. In addition, Mr. Bradley claims loss of

Lawsuit Against Maine Boat
Builder Dismissed

Continued on Page 18.
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MARINE

SHAD & RIVER HERRING 
MANAGEMENT BOARD

Meeting Summary
 The Shad and River Herring Manage-
ment Board met to consider an update to 
the Potomac River Fisheries Commission 
(PRFC) American Shad Sustainable Fish-
ery Management Plan (SFMP), receive an 
update on expanding collection efforts for 
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) alosine 
genetic repository, and receive a progress up-
date on the River Herring Benchmark Stock 
Assessment.
 The Board considered an update to the 
PRFC SFMP for American shad. SFMPs are 
required for all states and jurisdictions with 
a commercial fishery and are reviewed by the 
Technical Committee every five years. The 
plan update proposed continuing their limit-
ed commercial bycatch allowance under the 
same sustainability metrics, which is based 
on the geometric mean of pound net catch 
per unit effort (CPUE) and has been above 
its restoration target since 2011. PRFC will 
also explore including additional sustain-
ability metrics in future updates. The Board 
approved the presented SFMP.
 The Board received an update from the 
Technical Committee and USGS staff on 
expanding collection efforts for the alosine 
genetic repository. As anadromous fishes, 
alosines spend much of their life in estuarine 
and marine environments, where they may 
form mixed stock aggregations and where 
they are sometimes captured as bycatch in 
other fisheries. There is a critical need to 
be able to distinguish among populations 
or management units when individuals are 
encountered away from natal areas. An 
enhanced understanding of stock composi-
tion will provide critical information on the 
status and trends of specific populations and 
offer much needed insight into how fisheries 
bycatch may be impacting recovery efforts. 
The alosine genetic repository is intended to 
address this issue.
 In response to a Board request, USGS 
staff presented to the Technical Committee to 
assist in identifying data gaps and improving 
future sample collections. After reviewing 
the spatial and temporal data needs, several 
states offered to help fill the data gaps by 
providing biological samples with collection 
kits provided by USGS.
 The Board received an update on the 
river herring benchmark stock assessment. 
The Assessment Workshop is scheduled for 
August 21-25, 2023, with the peer review an-
ticipated for the fall, and final presentation of 
the assessment and peer review report to the 
Board planned for the 2024 Winter Meeting 
in February.
 For more information contact James 
Boyle, Fishery Management Plan Coordina-
tor at jboyle@asmfc.org.

Motions
 Move to approve the Shad Sustainable 
Fishery Management Plan from Potomac 
River Fisheries Commission, as presented 
today. Motion made by Dr. Davis and sec-
onded by Dr. Rhodes. Motion carries without 
opposition.

AMERICAN EEL MANAGEMENT 
BOARD

ASMFC American Eel Board Accepts 
Benchmark Assessment & Peer Review 

Report for Management Use
Two Addenda Initiated for Yellow Eel and 

Maine Glass Eel Fisheries
 The Commission’s American Eel Man-
agement Board has accepted the American 
Eel Benchmark Stock Assessment and Peer 
Review Report for management use. The 
Report indicates the stock is at or near his-
torically low levels due to a combination 
of historical overfishing, habitat loss, food 
web alterations, predation, turbine mortality, 
environmental changes, and toxins, con-
taminants, and disease. Since completion 
of the first Commission American eel stock 
assessment in 2005, available data have not 
allowed overfishing or overfished determi-
nations to be made. Based on several trend 
analyses, the stock is considered depleted, 
consistent with the findings of the 2012 and 
2017 assessments.
 In response to the assessment find-
ings, the Board initiated an addendum to 
consider changes to the coastwide yellow 
eel harvest cap. Historically, the coastwide 
cap of 916,473 pounds was set based on 
the average landings from 1998 to 2010. 
The benchmark assessment proposes a new 
tool for setting the coastwide cap based on 
abundance indices and catch. The addendum 
will consider using this tool to recommend 
a range of coastwide caps and management 
options.
 The Board also initiated an addendum 
to address the quota for Maine’s glass eel 
fishery. Maine’s glass eel quota has been set 
at 9,688 pounds since 2015. However, a new 
addendum is needed to establish a quota for 
the 2025 fishing year and beyond.
 The Plan Development Team will begin 
work on both documents, with a progress 
update provided to the Board in October and 
Draft Addenda presented for Board consid-
eration in February 2024. The Benchmark 
Stock Assessment and Peer Review Report 
will be available on the Commission website 
at https://asmfc.org/species/american-eel 
(under stock assessment reports) by mid-Au-
gust. An overview of the assessment will be 
can be found at https://asmfc.org/uploads/
file/64caa25eAmericanEelStockAssess-
mentOverview_August2023.pdf. For more 
information, please contact Caitlin Starks, 
Senior Fishery Management Plan Coordina-

tor, at cstarks@asmfc.org.
Meeting Summary
 In addition to accepting the 2023 Bench-
mark Stock Assessment and Peer Review 
Reports and initiating two addenda, the 
American Eel Management Board (Board) 
also considered an update on Maine’s life 
cycle survey, and Maine’s 2024 aquaculture 
plan. Maine has been conducting fishery-in-
dependent surveys for all three American eel 
life stages since 2018. The Board approved 
Maine’s 2024 aquaculture plan, which re-
quests 200 pounds of glass eel harvest for 
domestic aquaculture.
 For more information on the stock 
assessment, please contact Dr. Kristen 
Anstead, Stock Assessment Scientist, at 
kanstead@asmfc.org; and for more informa-
tion on management, please contact Caitlin 
Starks, Senior FMP Coordinator, at  cstarks@
asmfc.org.
Motions
 Move to accept the 2023 Benchmark 
Stock Assessment and Peer Review Report 
for management use. Motion made by Ms. 
Madsen and seconded by Dr. Jacobson. Mo-
tion approved by Board consent.
 Main Motion: Move to form a Plan 
Development Team to draft an addendum 
to consider using ITARGET to recommend 
various catch caps, using the supplemental 
report as presented today as a starting point. 
Motion made by Ms. Madsen and seconded 
by Mr. Maniscalco.

 Motion to Amend: Move to amend to 
add “but not use ITARGET to set biological 
reference points or stock status” after catch 
caps. Motion made by Ms. Fegley and sec-
onded by Mr. Clark. Motion passes (16 in 
favor, 2 opposed).
 Main Motion as Amended: Move to 
form a Plan Development Team to draft an 
addendum to consider using ITARGET to 
recommend various catch caps, but not use 
ITARGET to set biological reference points 
or stock status, using the supplemental report 
as presented today as a starting point. Motion 
approved by Board consent.
 Move to initiate an addendum to address 
the Maine glass eel quota. Motion made by 
Ms. Ware and seconded by Mr. McKiernan. 
Motion approved by Board consent.
 Move to approve the Maine Aquaculture 
Plan for 2024. Motion made by Ms. Ware and 
seconded by Mr. Clark. Motion is approved 
by Board consent.

COASTAL SHARKS MANAGEMENT 
BOARD

Meeting Summary
 The Coastal Sharks Management Board 
met to consider an update from NOAA 
Fisheries on Amendment 16 to the Highly 
Migratory Species (HMS) Fishery Manage-
ment Plan (FMP), and the FMP Review for 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries - Summer Meeting

Continued on Page 12
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Center, and Marine Mammals of Maine
joined the team for the Rockland tagging
effort.

A pre-abundance survey aerial flight
along the entire Maine coast will begin on
May 26 or 27 to determine the general
locations of the radio-tagged harbor seals at
that time.  Antennas mounted on the wings
of the radio tracking airplane can detect the
radio signals from tagged seals within a 5-10
mile area when the radio-tagged animals are
hauled out on the ledges.

On about May 27, the aerial
photographic abundance surveys will
begin. The survey will photograph seals on
haul-out ledges in bay sectors in four-hour
intervals. Simultaneously, the radio tracking
aircraft will search in the same bay sectors for
radio tagged seals. Data from both aircraft
will be used to derive an abundance estimate.

“We do not know how many harbor
seals exist in New England because most seal
surveys focus on one specific area or
location. However, we do know that local
populations have become more abundant
during the last few decades, and have
changed in many ways, especially in
southern New England and Nantucket
Sound,” Waring said. “While the overall
geographic range of harbor seals has varied
little in the last century, our ability as
scientists to learn more about the behavior of
the seals, their seasonal migration patterns
and habitat uses, and their interactions with
other species (including humans) has
markedly improved.”

The Protected Species Branch at the
NEFSC’s Woods Hole Laboratory is
responsible for assessing the status of
marine mammal populations and other
federally protected species off the northeast
U.S. coast, from Canadian waters to Cape
Hatteras, N.C. Among the animals studied
are whales and dolphins, seals, marine
turtles, and seabirds.

Waring noted that the 2012 harbor seal
study is an example of collaboration among
many different organizations so that
everyone involved benefits as much as
possible. “My goal is to successfully
conduct the capture/tagging and aerial
abundance survey,” Waring said, “and to
continue developing the regional network of
seal researchers and cooperative research
programs.”

Navy to Host Series of Public Meetings to
Solicit Comments on Proposed Training
and Testing Exercises off U.S. Atlantic

and Gulf of Mexico Coast; Comments Due
July 10

The Department of the Navy has
prepared a Draft Environmental Impact
Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact
Statement for U.S. Navy training and testing
activities conducted within the Atlantic
Fleet Training and Testing Study Area. The
Study Area is in the western Atlantic Ocean
and encompasses waters off the east coast
of North America and the Gulf of Mexico. The
U.S. Navy is requesting public comment on
the draft statements and will hold a series of
public meetings to provide information and
answer questions. Comments are due July
10, 2012.

Bob Beal Named Acting Executive
Director

ARLINGTON, VA – Robert E. Beal has been
appointed the Acting Executive Director for
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission. He will serve in that capacity
until an Executive Director has been selected
by the Commission’s Executive Committee.
Bob Beal has been with the Commission for
more than 15 years and has served as the
Director for the Interstate Fishery
Management Program for the past 10 years.

“Bob’s excellent track record of leading
the Commission’s fisheries management

process for the last decade made him a sure
choice to serve as the Commission’s Acting
Executive Director,” stated ASMFC Chair
Paul Diodati.  ”Recognized and well
respected by the fisheries management
community, he brings to the position strong
leadership skills and a thorough
understanding of the issues faced by the
Commission and the states. His appointment
will ensure continuity in the Commission’s
scientific and management programs during
this time of transition.”

Over the next couple of months, the
Commission’s Executive Committee will
develop a vacancy announcement and
selection process for the new Executive
Director. Mr. Diodati continued, “This is an
exciting time in the Commission’s seventy
year history. It offers our Commissioners an

opportunity to look back at where we have
been and what we have accomplished, and
chart a new course for the future.”

The Commission was formed over 70
years ago by the 15 Atlantic coast states to
assist in managing and conserving their
shared coastal fishery resources. With the
recognition that fish do not adhere to
political boundaries, the states formed an
Interstate Compact, which was approved by
the U.S. Congress in 1942. The states have
found that their mutual interest in sustaining
healthy coastal fishery resources is best
promoted by working together
cooperatively, in collaboration with the
federal government. With this approach, the
states uphold their collective fisheries
management responsibilities in a cost-
effective, timely, and responsive fashion.

A tanker being docked by Moran tugs on the New Hampshire side of the Piscataqua River

You'd Be Surprised!
By Sheila Dassatt

 How many things do we take for “face 
value” these days?  I try to write about what 
the going trend is such as whales, windmills, 
climate change or simply a good ole time 
story about how it was years ago. The last 
thing that I want to do is bore you to death 
with the same old stories.  So I actually 
have been observing a lot of what is going 
on around me lately, and I know that I don’t 
always appear that I’m paying attention, but 
I am! It has proved very interesting and not 
always the way that things seem.
 We can’t always have what we want, on 
both ends of the spectrum.  The big attention 
right now is all of the talk about windmills.  A 
promise has been made by the government to 
lower the carbon footprint by the year 2030 
or else, I assume.  So this takes in whales and 
windmills, again.  As it appears, the objec-
tive is to save the earth, or the endangered 
creatures of the earth, correct? 
 If you really pay attention around you, 
all of this hype about saving the earth in-
cludes wind power.  Locally, in Penobscot 
Bay, one sight for the terminal for shipping 
the turbine blades is Sears Island.  Yes, the 
proposal for this reality is there, but we have 
folks that are now upset that they found their 
serenity and family recreation on this Island 
and don’t want it disturbed or disrupted.  

Yes, can’t agree more, but now what?  Can 
we make amends to allow the space that is 
needed to accommodate the construction or 
the shipping of these turbine blades?  Let’s 
think about this…
 A lot of things don’t come without some 
sort of sacrifice, such as giving up something 
very important to us, in order to make room 
for the new proposals.  This is exactly what 
the fishing industry is trying to say about 
sacrifice.  We are not in favor of these “big 
boys” not to just be against the “save the 
earth and whales” folks.  We are trying to 
say that once these wind farms are under way 
and in production, there is no turning back.
 What we, as a fishing industry are 
trying to say, the science for the windmill 
power is not complete and it is definitely 
going to displace not just the fishermen, but 
the property that everyone so treasures and 
want to keep in place simply for the beauty 
of the sea and land.  We can’t have it both 
ways……So what do we want?
 It is already being studied that the lob-
sters are starting to grow deformed and the 
whales are drifting to shore apparently dying 
from the after affects of sonar testing.
 So, with this being said, how can we 
save the whales and have wind power as 
well?
We haven’t heard much from the whale folks 

during this experimental time.  Again, how 
do we do both, save the marine mammals 
and the earth without some sort of sacrifice?
 Thinking of sacrifice, I’m sure that 
there’s some folks out there that still can 
remember the Hindenburg.  This was the 
big German zeppelin during that craze in 
the 1930s, that literally went up in smoke in 
New Jersey.  There was a very big sacrifice 
there, and the rich folks thought it was the 
answer to glorified travel, much like the 
Unsinkable Titanic.  Each one of these new 
and better plans involved a lot of money 
and investment.  Just saying….of course, 
after that many lives were lost, they went 
back to the drawing board and perfected 
these vessels.  As you know, this is how the 
Goodyear blimp was fine tuned and in use 
now, but much safer than it was. This was the 
same with passenger ships. They probably 
perfected their science and engineering on 
them since the early years of development.  
I’ve always been told that we learn from out 
mistakes, which has been proven true more 
often than not.  By the way, how many real-
ize that the new cruise ships have balancing 
wings under them that when extended, can 
wipe out a large amount of lobster gear?  
Now they want to come into more coastal 
ports than ever before.
 As I stated in my D.E.L.A. report, we 
have joined together as a fishing industry, not 

just lobsters, but the entire fishing industry, 
to reach out to the Atlantic States stating that 
we are not in favor of the windmills.  This 
comes from the feeling that there is a lot 
more to learn about them and the long range 
effects that they have on our environment.  
Please read my report if you’d like to see 
the associations that have pulled together 
to fight these wind farms and ask for better 
science before even starting any of these 
projects.
 This is all right up there with ropeless 
fishing practices to save the whales.  I would 
like to say that with all that the fishermen 
have been doing to cooperate with these 
causes, it’s the fishermen that have been 
making the sacrifice.  I am on the boat and 
I can see the dangers and hazards that the 
whale knots and breakaways have on the 
safety of the captain and crew of the boat.  
They can explode upon contact and go into 
the eyes as well as fetch up in the hauler 
or when the traps go over the rail.  They 
are downright dangerous and we have the 
sacrifices and injuries to prove it.  You’d be 
surprised!  Please stop and think about what 
we are asking for before the damage has been 
done and it’s too late to change it.  It’s the 
fishermen that are “Endangered” just trying 
to please everyone else.  We are stewards of 
the ocean and are working hard to preserve 
what we have in place.

Search for Missing Steuben Lobsterman 
Tylar Michaud Continues

July 31, 2023
Steuben - On Sunday the Maine Marine Pa-
trol finished its ninth straight day searching 
for lobsterman Tylar Michaud, 18 of Steu-
ben, missing since Friday, July 21st. Marine 
Patrol will continue the search effort in the 
coming weeks.
 Sunday’s search involved Marine 
Patrol and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) on the water and on land. Marine 
Patrol vessels searched Dyer Bay in Steuben 
to Tom Leighton Point in Milbridge. Marine 
Patrol and USFWS personnel conducted a 
four-mile shoreside search on Bois Bubert 
Island.
 Marine Patrol Pilot Steve Ingram has 
continued to fly daily throughout the search, 
surpassing 50 hours Sunday. Pilot Ingram 
was assisted by private pilots, including 
local lobsterman and Air Guard members.

 Ranger Pilot Joel Tourtelotte with the 
Maine Forest Service also flew surveillance 
Sunday afternoon.
 Family and friends again joined the 
search on Sunday.
 To-date there have been many involved 
in the search for Michaud, on the water, on 
land, and in the air. They include local fish-
ermen and community members, the U.S. 
Coast Guard, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, Maine Army National Guard, Maine 
Air National Guard, Maine Marine Patrol, 
Maine Forest Service, Maine State Police/
Marine Patrol Underwater Recovery Team, 
and the Maine Warden Service. Additional 
air support has been provided by members 
of the Air National Guard and local residents 
in personal aircraft.
 “I’m grateful for the unprecedented 
on-going efforts of all who have joined to-
gether in this difficult search,” said Maine 
Department of Marine Resources Commis-
sioner Patrick Keliher.

Marine Patrol Recovers Body from the 
Penobscot River

July 21, 2023
 The Maine Marine Patrol has recovered 
the body of Mark Hatch, 44 of Gray, from 
the Penobscot River. Marine Patrol received 
a report at 6 a.m. this morning of an aban-
doned truck near the Penobscot Narrows 
Bridge. An investigation conducted by the 
Bucksport Police Department and Hancock 
County Sheriff’s Office revealed that the 
truck belonged to Mr. Hatch based on identi-
fication found inside. Security camera video 
from a local business showed what officials 
believe to be Mr. Hatch parking his truck 
near the end of the bridge early this morning 
and walking onto the bridge. Personal items 
belonging to Mr. Hatch were found by inves-
tigators on the railing, prompting a search 
of the river by Marine Patrol. Mr. Hatch’s 
body was located approximately one-half 
mile downriver of the bridge at 8:15 a.m. 
and has been transported to a local funeral 
home.

Maine DMR News
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2023 – “Working together”

Name: _____________________________________
Address: _________________________________
Town/city:  __________________ Zip: ________

 Phone number:___________________E-mail address___________________

Type of membership:

(  ) Lobsterman/stern man ($100) yearly          License no. ___________

(  ) Lobsterman – age 70 & over ($50)   

(  ) Student ($56) yearly

(  ) Business associate ($113) yearly

(  ) Avid supporter ($132) yearly

(  ) Friend of DELA ($100)

(  ) I wish to support DELA’s legal fund _____________  

(  ) I wish to support DELA’s Scholarship Fund____________      
We also take Master Card and Visa

Card _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _- _ _ _ _- _ _ _ _ Expiration date _ _/_ _                       Security code _ _ _

Card holder’s name (print) _______________________________________________     
             
Card Holder’s signature___________________________________________________

*Downeast Lobstermen’s Association is a qualified tax exempt organization under section 
501 ( c ) (6) of the Internal Revenue Code
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From the Director of D.E.L.A.
From the Director - 
 Here we are in the middle of August 
already!  The fog has finally cleared and 
we can see again out on the water.  This is 
more of a blessing than some folks realize.  
I found it to be very distorting after a while, 
not being able to see land for one day after 
another.
 So far, we have all been mutteling 
through this season.  Yes, when people ask, 
the season isn’t a whole lot different than last 
year’s season.  The price is still relatively 
low for new shell and the price of bait is 
still very high.  The fuel isn’t too bad, but 
all in all, it adds up with the final pay after 
expenses.  At this point in time, the catch 
seems to be down a little.  Some of the guys 
“outside” are bringing their gear closer to the 
rocks and the ones “inside” are taking their 
gear out to deeper water.  It’s all a big mind 
game at this point.  A lot of folks contribute 
the confusion to warmer water and also a lot 
of fresh water from all of the rain that we 
have been getting.  This can be a true factor.
 Now that the fog is gone, we can see 
that those lovely invasive squirts are starting 
to accumulate on the traps.  It’s like a big 
labyrinth, we conquer one issue, then we 
move on to the next one!  We must really 

want to do this or we wouldn’t be doing it.  
I wish the general public could really see 
what we all go through just to survive in this 
occupation. Then they would understand 
why lobsters cost as much as they do and 
be a little more understanding of our plight.  
Although, there’s a big gap in our price at 
the boat and the price that we see in the retail 
world.  Each time the lobsters change hands, 
there is another percentage added on to the 
end price.
 We would like to express our sincere 
condolences to the family of Tyler Michaud 
of Steuben.  He was last seen on his vessel, 
Top Gun on Friday, July 21.  The vessel 
was found by a fisherman still in gear near 
Petit Manan Point.  Tyler was fishing single 
handed that day, in dense fog.  With exten-
sive search from the Coast Guard, Maine 
Marine Patrol, Maine State Police/Marine 
Patrol Underwater Recovery Team, he was 
no where to be found. They were later joined 
by the Army National Guard, Air National 
Guard and the Maine Forest Service.  At this 
point, he was not found.  Tyler was a 2023 
graduate of Sumner Memorial High School 
and about to enter Maine Maritime Academy 
to study engineering in the fall.  Our thoughts 
and prayers are with his family and the entire 

fishing community.
 Concerning the next challenge that we 
are all facing, windmills…..D.E.L.A. was 
asked to sign onto a letter of support that 
was composed by the New England Fish-
ermen’s Stewardship Association opposing 
the current windmill farms that have been 
planned for the Gulf of Maine.  Our Board 
of Directors voted to support this letter, 
unanimously.
 This letter went out Monday, August 
7th with nine associations signing on.  It 
went to the entire New England Federal 
Delegation including New York and New 
Jersey and their governors.  In this letter, 
the main concern is NEFSA and RODA 
are asking state and federal authorities to 
1)  Rescind the existing Gulf of Maine Call 
Area. 2)  Inform commercial scale leasing by 
the Maine Research Array and only proceed 
after sufficient research and monitoring has 
been conducted; and 3)  Conduct a PEIS for 
the Gulf of Maine prior to identifying any 
commercial wind energy areas.  
 “A more robust and thorough evalua-
tion of environmental concerns must be at 
the forefront of any build out of our oceans. 
We cannot keep deferring the science.  
We hope you will support us by pursuing 
those modest steps.  In so doing, you will 
be supporting New England’s Maritime 
Heritage, its working people, and coastal 
communities.  As wild harvesters and true 
marine stewards, we are proud to maintain 
a resilient, sustainable Ocean ecosystem 
because our livelihoods and the future of 

our communities depend on it.”  This letter 
was signed by Downeast Lobstermen‘s As-
sociation, Long Island Commercial Fishing 
Association, Maine Coast Fishermen’s As-
sociation, Maine Lobstering Union, Maine 
Lobstermen’s Association, New England 
Fishermen’s Stewardship Association, New 
England Young Fishermen’s Alliance, New 
Hampshire Commercial Fishing Associa-
tion and Responsible Offshore Develop-
ment Alliance (RODA).  With this letter of 
communication, we are all certainly serious 
about the concerns of each and every one 
of us.  We must work together with this 
concern, which we all are.
 We are all working on these concerns 
and hope that you feel free to join us in sup-
port of our endeavors. Please feel free to stay 
in touch and contact us with your concerns.  
Our contact information is printed in this 
newspaper for your convenience.
 Take care and be safe out there, Sheila

Coming out of the Penobscot River.
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JOHN TOFT'S TALE
By William Bunting

 A year or so ago the Maine Coastal
News printed a pleasant little story
concerning the old Eastern Steamship
Company’s 1903 steamer Calvin Austin, a
handsome coastal packet, 298 feet long,
painted white, with a towering black stack
and two lofty, raked masts. Prior to World
War I, she ran on the International Line from
Boston to Portland, Lubec, Eastport, and
Saint John, New Brunswick.
 Running across Publisher Johansen not
long after the article appeared, I told him that
I, too, knew a good story about the Calvin
Austin, and that I would send it along after
I had consulted my notes from a
conversation I had had with John Toft, the
teller of the tale, in the mid- 1970s.  We had
met at the R.J. Peacock sardine factory on
Brown’s Wharf in Portland where Toft, then
in his late eighties, was vice president and
superintendent. I have since looked high
and low for that notebook but have not
found it, and thus the rendition of John
Toft’s tale that follows is drawn entirely from
memory. However, I believe it to be
reasonably accurate.
 At the time of our meeting I was at work
on a project which, many years later, resulted
in the two volumes of A Day’s Work ; A
Sampler of Historic Maine Photographs
1860-1920. Traveling about the state with a
4x5 camera, I sought out historic photos of
Mainers at work to copy, and old-timers who
could help me understand what the images
depicted. I was privileged to be able to talk
with a number of sharp-minded, dry-witted
folks hailing from the late 1800s  who were
eager to talk about the old days one more
time. I treasure the memories of those
meetings, including the hour or so that I was
privileged to chat with John Toft.
 John Toft had, for many decades, been
a leading figure in the Maine sardine
industry, although one would never have
known that from his baggy khakis and
equally casual manner. Sitting outside on the
wharf, under the sun and the seagulls, we
talked about his early experiences working in
a sardine factory at Lubec. He died not long
afterwards, in 1977, at age 90. It was only from
his obituary that I learned that he had
invented or introduced many important
innovations to the industry, including the
first can washer, high-speed conveyors,
refrigeration and brine systems, and the
method he patented for pumping herring
into, and out of, the carrier boats. The carriers
serving John Toft’s factory were the first to
be outfitted with ship-to-shore radio, radar,
and fathometers
 Incidentally, a Maine fisherman once
told me that when some Gloucester seiners,
having heard about the pumping of fish from
a flooded hold, tried to copy this technique,
at first they didn’t realize the necessity of
having a tight fish hold, Perhaps that was a
libelous fable…

An unlikely but evidently true story
concerning John Toft appeared in the
November 13, 1970 issue of the Kennebec
Journal . Groups of school children were
reported to be visiting Brown’s Wharf to see
the dugong –  a genuine Pacific or Indian
Ocean dugong, as identified by its dolphin-
like tail, and not an Atlantic manatee – which
had for some time appeared at the wharf at
high tide when herring were being landed.
Although primarily a herbivore, this dugong
would eat herring thrown to it, provided that
they were undamaged in appearance. The
visits of both the dugong and the kids
obviously delighted Superintendent Toft.
  I don’t believe that the Brown’s Wharf
sardine factory lasted very long after Toft’s
death. Indeed, his lifetime – he was born in
Trescott in 1887 – nearly matched the rise

and fall of this once great Maine industry
John first went to work in a Lubec sardine
factory in 1904, and one year later was made
foreman of the Seacoast sardine factory at
Lubec, then the largest in the United States.
 As the largest in Lubec as well, we may
suppose that the Seacoast factory was fitted
with the loudest whistle in town for alerting
employees of the arrival of fish and of work.
In any event, it was customary, on foggy
mornings, for John to blow that whistle to
answer the whistle of the approaching
Portland steamer so as to help her captain
find his way in through the channel. As it
happened, John was especially good friends
with Captain Lowell Ingalls of the Calvin
Austin. Ingalls was from the nearby
Canadian island of Grand Manan and
became a naturalized American citizen so
that he could serve as an officer aboard
International Line steamers.
 By the turn of the century, coastwise
steam packet lines – those based at Boston
had been combined by the notorious Charlie
Morse of Bath, Maine under the flag of the
Eastern Steamship Company – were
significant carriers of passengers and also
freight, much of it express. Steamers
delivered tin, solder, and cotton seed oil to
Down East sardine factories, and carried
away millions of cans of sardines.
 Coastal waters were then very crowded,
and without the benefit of any electronic aids
to navigation the piloting of these scheduled
steamers was a very demanding, high-
pressure job with great responsibilities,
requiring much skill, experience, and a very
level-head in moments of stress. Navigation
in fog was based on running established
compass courses at known rates of speed for
prescribed lengths of time.
 Since slower speeds gave the wind and
currents greater opportunity to put the
steamer off her course, and since late arrivals
were very bad for business, maintaining
normal or near-normal speed in fog was the
general rule. Granting every schooner that
was met along the way a comfortably wide
berth when passing was a good way for a
steamer’s navigator to “lose his place” on
his course. Frequent close shaves made few
friends among sitting-duck schooner
sailors. An old Cape Cod fisherman once told
me that even in a thick of fog at Monomoy
Point you could set your watch by the sound
of the waves from the speeding Boston to
New York steamers Harvard and Yale
breaking on the beach.
 While the New York to Portland run was
said to be the most demanding on the coast,
Boston to Saint John was no milk run, thanks
especially to the strong tidal currents and
frequent fog at the eastern end. Not
surprisingly, a number of the International
Line’s officers, as with Lowell Ingalls, were
natives of the Passamaquoddy region and
very familiar with their perilous home waters.
On coastwise steamers the rankings beneath
captain were first pilot, second pilot, first
mate, second mate and so on, in that order.
When underway one of the two pilots was
always in the pilot house, attending to
navigation. (The captain and the first mate,
at least, would also have had pilotage
endorsements on their tickets, but had other
responsibilities beyond navigation.
 About now you are probably now
wondering whatever happened to John
Toft’s tale, so here goes.
 One foggy morning at Lubec the
expected sound of the whistle from the
usually prompt Portland steamer was not
heard. The factory crew finished up
processing the morning’s herring and went
home, but John remained standing by,
listening. And in the late morning he finally
heard the distant wail of the approaching

Calvin Austin, and answered in kind. As
soon as the big steamer was warped
alongside the wharf John hopped aboard
and headed up to the captain’s cabin on the
hurricane deck, just aft of the pilothouse, to
find out what had happened. When he
arrived the exhausted Ingalls was already in
bed, his eyes – as described by John so many
years later — looking like “two holes burned
in a blanket.” Ingalls explained what has
happened.
 The Calvin Austin had departed
Portland on schedule at 5 PM in a thick fog
with a light easterly wind. After running out
her time so as to put Seal Island abeam, the
course was changed for the long,
uninterrupted Down East leg. In the
darkened pilothouse the pilot on watch sat
on a stool by a partially opened window,
peering into the dark fog, and occasionally

passing a remark to the ”wheelsman,” as
quartermasters on these steamers were
called. Everything being as it should be,
Ingalls decided to cat-nap on the settee at the
back of the pilothouse. Some time later, while
half asleep, he overheard the pilot remark to
the wheelsman that the wind had backed
towards the west. Good, thought Ingalls, the
fog was lifting, and he snoozed some more.
 Then suddenly he sat up as his half-
conscious brain tumbled to the realization
that if the wind had indeed backed to the west
he shouldn’t still be hearing the deep
reverberating voice of the fog signal!
Leaping to the compass  he saw, to his alarm,
that the big steamer was headed at right
angle to its proper course, straight out into
the North Atlantic!

The steamer CALVIN AUSTIN.

Continued on Page 22.
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the 2021 Fishing Year.
 NOAA Fisheries is currently scoping 
for Amendment 16 to the HMS FMP. The 
scoping document considers a broad range of 
issues and potential options. Amendment 16 
could implement substantial changes to the 
commercial and recreational shark fishery, 
including commercial and recreational shark 
quotas, shark management groups, shark 
retention or bag limits, and shark minimum 
size limits. NOAA Fisheries will accept pub-
lic comment on this proposed rule through 
August 18, 2023.
 NOAA Fisheries Staff also informed the 
Board of the recent publication of a proposed 
rule for the 2024 and future fishing years of 
the Atlantic shark commercial fishery. The 
proposed rule considers options to 1) modify 
the regulations to allow the Atlantic shark 
commercial fishery to automatically open 
on January 1 each year under base quotas 
and default retention limits, 2) increase 
the default commercial retention limit for 
shark-directed permit holders from 45 to 55 
large coastal sharks, and 3) adjust the 2024 
quota levels for the various shark stocks and 
management groups based on underharvests 
from the 2023 fishing year.
 The Board approved the FMP Review 
for the 2021 Fishing Year, state compliance 
reports, and de minimis status for the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.
 For more information, please contact 
Caitlin Starks, Senior Fishery Management 
Plan Coordinator, at cstarks@asmfc.org.
Motions
 Move to approve de minimis request 
from Massachusetts, state compliance re-
ports, and the Coastal Sharks FMP Review 
for the 2021 fishing year. Motion made by Dr. 
Davis and seconded by Mr. Miller. Motion 
approved by unanimous consent.

ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS MAN-
AGEMENT BOARD

ASMFC Atlantic Striped Bass Board Ex-
tends Emergency Action through October 

28, 2024 & Continues Development
of Additional Measures to Aid Rebuilding

 The Commission’s Atlantic Striped 
Bass Management Board extended the 
current emergency action through October 
28, 2024 or until the implementation of 
Addendum II to Amendment 7 of the Inter-
state Fishery Management Plan. In May, the 
Board approved a 31-inch maximum size 
limit for the 2023 recreational fishery to 
reduce harvest of the strong 2015-year class. 
The 31-inch maximum size limit applies to 

all existing recreational fishery regulations 
where a higher (or no) maximum size applies, 
excluding the May Chesapeake Bay trophy 
fisheries which already prohibit harvest of 
fish less than 35 inches. All bag limits, sea-
sons, and gear restrictions remain the same. 
All states and jurisdictions implemented the 
required measure by July 2, 2023.
 The emergency action responds to the 
unprecedented magnitude of 2022 recre-
ational harvest, which is nearly double that of 
2021, and new stock rebuilding projections, 
which estimate the probability of the spawn-
ing stock rebuilding to its biomass target by 
2029 drops from 97% under the lower 2021 
fishing mortality rate to 15% if the higher 
2022 fishing mortality rate continues each 
year.
 The extension of the emergency action 
provides the Board time to develop and final-
ize Draft Addendum II, which will consider 
2024 management measures designed to 
reduce fishing mortality to the target. Spe-
cifically, the Draft Addendum will propose 
options for the ocean recreational fishery, 
including modifications to the slot limit 
with harvest season closures as a secondary 
non- preferred option. It will also propose 
options for the Chesapeake Bay recreational 
fisheries, as well all commercial fisheries, 
including maximum size limits.
 The Board made changes to the Draft 
Addendum’s options and sought additional 
analyses on the impacts of those revised 
options to the rebuilding of the resource. The 
Board will review a revised Draft Addendum 
and consider its approval for public comment 
in October at the Commission’s Annual 
Meeting. If approved, the document will be 
made available for public comment and the 
states/jurisdictions will conduct public hear-
ings to solicit public comment throughout 
the fall/early winter. It’s anticipated that the 
Board will consider public comment and take 
final action in January at the Commission’s 
Winter Meeting. For more information, 
please contact Toni Kerns, Fisheries Policy 
Director, at tkerns@asmfc.org.
Motions
 Move to approve the 2022 Fishing Year 
FMP Review and state compliance report. 
Motion made by Mr. Hasbrouck and second-
ed by Mr. Clark. Motion passes by unanimous 
consent.
 Move to extend the Board’s May 2, 
2023 emergency action of 31” maximum 
recreational size limit for one year or until 
the implementation of Addendum II, which-
ever comes first, effective October 28, 2023. 
Motion made by Dr. Armstrong and seconded 
by Mr. Sikorski. Motion passes (14 in favor, 

2 opposed).
 Move to add under 3.1.1 and under 3.1.2, 
an option that states that any recreational 
season closure implemented through this 
addendum would be a no harvest closure and 
an option that states any recreational season 
closure implemented through this addendum 
would be a no targeting closure. Motion made 
by Mr. Hasbrouck and seconded by Mr. Luisi. 
Motion passes (10 in favor, 4 opposed, 2 
abstentions).
 Main Motion: Move to amend Chesa-
peake Bay Recreational Options B and D to 
include maximum size limit options ranging 
from 23” to 26” in 1” increments and remove 
all other options. Motion made by Dr. Arm-
strong and seconded by Dr. Davis. Motion 
amended.
 Motion to Amend: Move to amend to 
add “H” after “D.” Motion made by Mr. 
Sikorski and seconded by Mr. Clark. Motion 
passes unanimously.
 Main Motion as Amended: Move to 
amend Chesapeake Bay Recreational Op-
tions B, D and H to include maximum size 
limit options ranging from 23” to 26” in 1” 
increments and remove all other options. 
Motion passes by unanimous consent.
 Move to add new options to section 3.1.1 
and 3.1.2 to Draft Addendum II that allow for 
mode splitting. These are options B, C, and 
D as defined in the PDT memo to the board 
dated July 17, 2023 for section 3.1.1 and 
options H as defined in the PDT memo to the 
board dated July 17, 2023 for section 3.1.2. 
Motion made by Dr. McNamee and seconded 
by Mr. Hasbrouk. Motion passes (11 in favor, 
3 opposed, 2 abstentions).
 Move to replace Ocean Recreational 
Option B with the slot limit of 28” to 31” 
with no seasonal harvest closures and remove 
Option C and D.
 Motions made by Dr. Armstrong and 
seconded by Ms. Patterson. Motion passes 
(8 in favor, 6 opposed, 1 abstention, 1 null).
 Main Motion: Move to remove Options 
sets B and C from Section 3.2.1 (Options 
for Implementing a Commercial Maximum 
Size Limit) from Draft Addendum II. Task 
the PDT with conducting spawning poten-
tial analysis to determine quota reductions, 
using 2022 as the starting point, associated 
with each Option in Option sets D (Ocean 
Commercial Maximum Size Limits) and E 
(Chesapeake Bay Commercial Maximum 
Size Limits). Add a new Option Set to Section 
3.2.1 containing the following options for 
reductions to commercial quotas:

 Option A. Status Quo. All commercial 
fisheries maintain 2017 size limits and (or 
Addendum VI approved CE plans) and 
Amendment 7 quotas (and Addendum VI 
approved CE-adjusted quotas).
 Option B. Commercial Quota Reduc-
tions. Quotas for all commercial fisheries will 
be reduced by 14.5% from 2022 commercial 
quotas (including quotas adjusted through 
approved Addendum VI CE plans). Motion 
made by Dr. Davis and seconded by Dr. Arm-
strong.
 Motion to Substitute: Move to substitute 
to remove Option B2 from Section 3.2.1. 
Motion made by Mr. Hasbrouk and second-
ed by Mr. Pugh. Motion fails (3 in favor, 12 
opposed, 1 abstention.
 Main Motion: Move to remove Options 
sets B and C from Section 3.2.1 (Options 
for Implementing a Commercial Maximum 
Size Limit) from Draft Addendum II. Task 
the PDT with conducting spawning poten-
tial analysis to determine quota reductions, 
using 2022 as the starting point, associated 
with each Option in Option sets D (Ocean 
Commercial Maximum Size Limits) and E 
(Chesapeake Bay Commercial Maximum 
Size Limits). Add a new Option Set to Section 
3.2.1 containing the following options for 
reductions to commercial quotas:
 Option A. Status Quo. All commercial 
fisheries maintain 2017 size limits and (or 
Addendum VI approved CE plans) and 
Amendment 7 quotas (and Addendum VI 
approved CE-adjusted quotas).
 Option B. Commercial Quota Reduc-
tions. Quotas for all commercial fisheries will 
be reduced by 14.5% from 2022 commercial 
quotas (including quotas adjusted through 
approved Addendum VI CE plans). Motion 
made by Dr. Davis and seconded by Dr. Arm-
strong.
 Motion to Amend: Move to amend to 
add an option to require maximum mesh sizes 
for gillnets and exempt them from maximum 
size limits. Motion made by Mr. Clark and 
seconded by Mr. Abbott. Motion passes (12 
in favor, 3 opposed, 1 abstention).
 Main Motion as Amended: Move to 
remove Options sets B and C from Section 
3.2.1 (Options for Implementing a Com-
mercial Maximum Size Limit) from Draft 
Addendum II. Task the PDT with conducting 
spawning potential analysis to determine 
quota reductions, using 2022 as the starting 
point, associated with each Option in Option 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries - Summer Meeting
Continued from Page 9
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sets D (Ocean Commercial Maximum Size 
Limits) and E (Chesapeake Bay Commer-
cial Maximum Size Limits). Add an option 
to require maximum mesh sizes for gillnets 
and exempt them from maximum size limits. 
Add a new Option Set to Section 3.2.1 con-
taining the following options for reductions 
to commercial quotas: Option A. Status Quo. 
All commercial fisheries maintain 2017 size 
limits and (or Addendum VI approved CE 
plans) and Amendment 7 quotas (and Ad-
dendum VI approved CE-adjusted quotas). 
Option B. Commercial Quota Reductions. 
Quotas for all commercial fisheries will be 
reduced up to 14.5% from 2022 commercial 
quotas (including quotas adjusted through 
approved Addendum VI CE plans).
 Motion to Amend: Move to amend to re-
place “by” with “up to” in Option B. Motion 
made by Mr. Geer and seconded by Mr. Kane. 
Motion passes (15 in favor, 1 abstention).
 Main Motion as Amended: Move to 
remove Options sets B and C from Section 
3.2.1 (Options for Implementing a Com-
mercial Maximum Size Limit) from Draft 
Addendum II. Task the PDT with conducting 
spawning potential analysis to determine 
quota reductions, using 2022 as the starting 
point, associated with each Option in Option 
sets D (Ocean Commercial Maximum Size 
Limits) and E (Chesapeake Bay Commer-
cial Maximum Size Limits). Add an option 
to require maximum mesh sizes for gillnets 
and exempt them from maximum size limits. 
Add a new Option Set to Section 3.2.1 con-
taining the following options for reductions 
to commercial quotas: Option A. Status Quo. 
All commercial fisheries maintain 2017 size 
limits and (or Addendum VI approved CE 
plans) and Amendment 7 quotas (and Ad-
dendum VI approved CE-adjusted quotas). 
Option B. Commercial Quota Reductions. 
Quotas for all commercial fisheries will be 
reduced up to 14.5% from 2022 commercial 
quotas (including quotas adjusted through 
approved Addendum VI CE plans).
 Motion to Amend: Move to amend to 
add Option C that would reduce commercial 

landings up to 14.5% from 2022 commercial 
landings. Motion made by Mr. Sikorski and 
seconded by Dr. Armstrong. Motion fails (3 
in favor, 10 opposed, 3 abstentions).
 Main Motion as Amended: Move to 
remove Options sets B and C from Section 
3.2.1 (Options for Implementing a Com-
mercial Maximum Size Limit) from Draft 
Addendum II. Task the PDT with conducting 
spawning potential analysis to determine 
quota reductions, using 2022 as the starting 
point, associated with each Option in Option 
sets D (Ocean Commercial Maximum Size 
Limits) and E (Chesapeake Bay Commer-
cial Maximum Size Limits). Add an option 
to require maximum mesh sizes for gillnets 
and exempt them from maximum size limits. 
Add a new Option Set to Section 3.2.1 con-
taining the following options for reductions 
to commercial quotas: Option A. Status Quo. 
All commercial fisheries maintain 2017 size 
limits and (or Addendum VI approved CE 
plans) and Amendment 7 quotas (and Ad-
dendum VI approved CE-adjusted quotas). 
Option B. Commercial Quota Reductions. 
Quotas for all commercial fisheries will be 
reduced up to 14.5% from 2022 commercial 
quotas (including quotas adjusted through 
approved Addendum VI CE plans). Motion 
passes (14 in favor, 1 opposed, 1 abstention).
 Move to add the at-sea filleting options 
from the PDT memo. Motion made by Dr. 
Davis and seconded by Dr. Armstrong. Mo-
tion passes by consent.
 Move to add an option to the addendum 
that prevents the alteration of the length of 
a striped bass prior to landing at the dock. 
Motion made by Mr. Miller and second by Mr. 
Abbott. Motion fails (3 in favor, 13 opposed, 
3 abstentions).

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Meeting Summary
 The Executive Committee (EC) met to 
discuss several issues, including CARES 
and Consolidated Appropriations Act (CAA) 
Updates; the Legislative and Governors’ 
Appointees (LGA) members stipend survey 

results; the potential for an increase in per 
diem rates; and a Legislative Committee 
update. The following action items resulted 
from the Committee’s discussions:
 • Staff gave an update on the CARES 
and CAA activities. The CARES program is 
complete and there is the possibility for the 
need to return $159.93 to the U.S. Treasury. 
CAA has a projected completion of July 31, 
2024, and currently $91,041,387 has been 
disbursed to the states, with $13,418,965 
remaining to be disbursed.
 • Staff presented the results of the LGA 
members stipend potential survey. Fourteen 
Commissioners responded; 10 said they were 
eligible to receive a stipend and six said they 
would be amenable to receiving one. No 
action was taken based on these results.

 • Staff presented on three bills that the 
Executive Committee should be aware of 
per the recommendation of the Legislative 
Committee. These included: the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Act of 2023 (H.R. 3980), the  Supporting the 
Health of Aquatic systems through Research 
Knowledge and Enhanced Dialogue Act (or 
SHARKED Act, H.R. 4051), and the  Fishery 
Improvement to Streamline untimely regula-
tory Hurdles post Emergency Situation Act 
(or FISHES Act). Further discussion of these 
issues will occur at the ISFMP Policy Board 
later this week.
 • Staff presented a report on the po-
tential for an increase in per diem rates for 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries - Summer Meeting

Continued on Page 24
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Boat And Ship Yard News

 
PO Box 599 • 419 Ellsworth Road • Blue Hill Maine  

www.hewesco.com            gardner@hewesco.com 
 

CNC machined bulkheads and moulds 
Cabinetry, varnish, & Corian 

for the marine industry 
 

                        
 

C&C
Machine

667-6910
Over 20 years in Business
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Downeast Custom Boats
Yarmouth

 In the main shop they have the wooden 
lobster boat ROYAL, which is getting to-
tally rebuilt. They removed the keel, built 
a new one and that is now in place. Before 
the keel was put back in, they replaced the 
floors. They have replaced, to date, about 
40 frames. One floor under the engine, Joe 
Lowell, shop owner, said will probably be 
replaced when they remove the engine beds. 
They finished ripping out the aft section and 
repaired anything that needed repairing. 
Next, they were hoping to get another 10 
frames replaced. Joe added, “That will tie 
everything from the forefoot where the main 
part of the deadwood meet aft. Then, I can 
start taking out the stem. I have roughed out 
a stem pattern, oversized because my sawyer 
likes to give me minimal wood, so we have 
got that ready to go as soon as I get that.”
 The sawyer is also cutting them some 
rib stock so they can finish reframing the 
forward part, which comprises about 20 
frames, which will not go in until the stem 
has been replaced. At that point she will be 
completely re-ribbed. Then they will begin 
replacing the cockpit framing, wash rail 
framing and the inner carlins in the cockpit. 
They were also getting the owner to make 
a decision on the engine, which they are 
hoping to replace with a Yanmar diesel.
 The hope to have this project completed 
next spring.
 Joe and his wife Megan were working 
on the stem for HARPOON. The stem was 

also shaped and bolted together and they 
were cutting the rabbet line in. Joe added, “I 
think four more ribs and we are done ribbing. 
Then we can start stern framing and putting 
some of the planks on her.”
 They also have to look at the dual ex-
haust system, which may need to be re-con-
figured as someone has cut through some of 
the frames to get it to fit. This owner is also 
talking about a new motor, which would be 
a 454-gasoline engine. With the hull finished 
and the systems repaired, they hope to do 
some exterior work, especially cosmetics.
 Joe was called in to do work on TAM 
O’SHANTER, which was built by Even 
Keel Boat Yard in Yarmouth and launched 
in 1977. Joe said, “She is also strip-built 
and was the first designed split wheelhouse 
lobster boat. The owner (John Coffin) want-
ed a strip built boat. Dad didn’t do a lot of 
strip-built boats because he didn’t like the 
aspect later in life when things start to have 
issues. She is 42 feet and I think she is 14 feet 
6 inches wide. Royal designed the Newman 
46 just after that, you can see where he re-
ally pulled some of the width and size from 
her. John has had her since then and he is 
meticulously maintained her. He has fished 
that boat hard.”
 She was hauled out at Royal River 
Boat Yard in Yarmouth. Joe added, “John’s 
grandson has been running the boat the last 
couple of years I believe. He got in a ball of 
traps and it came up through the prop and 
pried a chunk of wood out. I basically went 
over and made a jig and routed out a block 

The lobster boat ROYAL with her new keel and about 40 frames in place at Downeast Cus-
tom Boats in Yarmouth. They are now getting ready to work on her bow frames and stem.

One of John's Bay's lobster boats hauled out on the railway for her annual maintenance in 
South Bristol.
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of wood to put in there. I dried it out the 
best I could. I thought about gluing it with 
Resorcinol glue, but the horn timbers were 
way too wet. The first move of that rudder 
would have cracked that joint. I didn’t want 
to use the devil’s toothpaste (5200) either. 
I have talked to George Kirby, of Kirby 
Paints, about traditionally what was used to 
stick the keel joints together, which was a 
lead paste. Unfortunately, it costs too much 
to make it now. I talked with George on how 
I could make a quick batch with red primer 
and he told me how and I have been doing 
that with all my keel joints. Actually, before I 
got to that she had a little bit of worm damage 
so we had to put some dowels in there set 
in red primer putty. I did the same with the 
block I in. I primed out that whole area with 
red primer and set the block in with a mallet. 
She is a real tight fit, fastened it in place and 
the screws took really well. They launched 

the boat 30 minutes after I was finished with 
that.”

Front Street Shipyard
Belfast

 The big project for the last couple of 
years has been a major refit on the sailing 
yacht ABIDE. The rig is in, hydraulics are 
working, thrusters and main engine are 
working and the generators are working, 
but they need to be adjusted because of 
the exhaust modifications. They are now 
working the gray and black water plumbing, 
fresh water and air conditioning. Due to the 
complexity of this project it has impacted 
having people available to do emergency 
repairs quickly.
 They recently launched a Mussel 
Ridge 46 split wheelhouse lobster boat for 

Continued on Page 18

The 55-foot Wheeler hull has been rolled over and they are now putting in her interior 
structure at Brooklin Boat Yard in Brooklin.

A Mussel Ridge 42 being finished off as a pleasure cruiser at Front Street Shipyard in Belfast. 
She is scheduled to go in the water for sea trials and then finished this coming winter.
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a fisherman from York. She was making a 
trip south and at Tenant’s Harbor her trans-
mission seized. She was taken to Journey’s 
End Marina for repairs. They corrected 
that problem and Front Street sent people 
down to fix some of their issues. This boat 
is powered with a 735-hp John Deere diesel. 
For accommodations she has a V-berth with 
hydraulics and electrical on the backside of 
the main bulkhead.
 They are still working on the Mussel 
Ridge 42, which is being finished off as 
a cruiser/sportfisherman, powered with a 
1,200-hp MAN. For accommodations she 
has queen berth forward, head with a vanity 
to starboard and shower tackle station to 
port. Up in the shelter the galley is up on 
the starboard side behind the helm seat and 
there is a U-shaped settee to port. There is 
also a seat in the cockpit where there is also 
a helm on the back side of the aft bulkhead. 
She will be launched this fall and sea trialed, 
but will returned to the shop to be finished 
off this winter.
 They are also finishing off a New Har-
bor 28, which is scheduled to be launched 
this fall.
 Other work includes: FIRST LIGHT, 
a Fontaine 92, which is having her decks 
redone, painting the hull, masts and some 
of the deck and putting two new generators; 
they are working on the owner’s list for a 
Nordhaven 76 out in the yard; another small-
er Nordhaven was just launched; they have 
more Nordhavens arriving mid-August; a 
62-foot Reichel Pugh that is getting a bunch 
of work done as usual every year; and the 
waterjet is constantly working, presently 
cutting Maine granite for Freshwater Stone 
of Orland, for a house on Martha’s Vineyard.
 In one of the bays is LONE FOX, a 
wooden boat, they have removed the teak 
deck and houses on. The deck beams are all 
rusted and they are ready to replace these. 

This is becoming a big project.
 Then we are just trying to get ready for 
the fall and the onslaught of boats trying 
to get ready to go south or here for winter 
storage, which is already full.
 Another project under way is on Build-
ing #1, which is having a new radiant heat 
cement floor poured.

Rumery’s Boatyard
Biddeford

 This yard stores about 50 boats, half 
being sail and the other half power. This 
is down a little bit, because there is not the 
manpower to do more and everyone get 
their boat when they would like it. There 
were no major projects on these boats last 
winter, mostly just winterizing, regular 
maintenance and then getting ready for the 
season. One boat did get a bearing replaced 
and there was plenty of varnish work.
 A major focus at the yard has been 
with Sean Tarpey’s son, Matt, and his 
company Maine Electric Boat. His focus 
is on electrifying the working waterfront. 
They played around with recreational boats, 
even rented some on the river, but it is the 
working boats he wants to work with. He 
has teamed up with the Island Institute as 
they have the same goal. At the end of July, 
there was a launch party at Pendleton Yacht 
Yard on Islesboro, who introduced a rigid 
inflatable with an electric 40-hp outboard, 
built by Flux Marine of Bristol, Rhode 
Island. This company builds their own en-
gines and batteries. The line includes 40, 70 
and 100 hp engines. They are now starting 
to work on developing an inboard engine 
for a 35-footer. The goal is to use electric 
power, not gasoline. One can see that for 
some aspects of the working waterfront the 
application would work, but others would 
be challenging. Shawn said, “I was in the 
first boat that went out from Lincolnville to 

This is an Alden schooner that is being completely rebuilt by Richard Stanley at a facility in 
Brunswick for her owner.



September 2023  MAINE COASTAL NEWS  Page 19.

YORK'S MARINE
11 Gordon Drive                                                                                                                                (207) 596-7400

Rockland, Maine 04841                                                                                                             www.yorkmarineinc.com

NEED TO MOVE YOUR BOAT?

CALL YORK'S BOAT TRANSPORTATION

Fishing access
along the 

Kennebunk River

We supply the bait, tackle & boat 
you supply the time to relax!

Saco Bay Tackle supplies on site.
For Rent: Power boats, canoes, and kayaks

Call 207-967-3411
or stop by 67 Ocean Avenue

Boat And Ship Yard News

(207) 422-0119          

State Certified Station for:
Propane Filling  

Dive Tank Filling
Game Tagging

Nautilus Marine Hardware
2317 US HWY 1, SULLIVAN, ME

14 miles east of Ellsworth opposite Chester's Pike
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Islesboro, 6 miles or so, full speed most of 
the way across the bay and used about 20 
percent of the battery power. She went 22 
to 25, held 6 people. Oyster farmers like 
their Carolina Skiffs, but they hate them 
because they are brutal rides. They don’t 
like inflatables because they get torn up so 
the goal is to try to design a purpose-built 
boat for aquaculture. The goal is to try and 
get some grant funding or state funding to 
build two different size boats that may have 
two hulls, 26 to 35 feet. I hesitate to call 
them a catamaran when they are empty, 
they are sitting up high and they are easy to 
drive. When they are full they have a lot of 
stability. When they are harvesting though 
they are talking about some serious numbers 
in weight.
 “We have put one in a Pulsifer Hamp-
ton,” continued Sean, “which just went into 
the water this past week and went on its 
first sea trial. That was a great setup, 15 kW 
inboard. All you do is take the old diesel out, 
plug this right in, use the same shaft and ev-
erything, put two batteries in there and you 
are off to the races. We did a boat that is at 
Strout’s Point and we did the Wood Island 
Lifesaving Station’s boat.”
 Looking around the office there was a 
small buoy with electronics inside it. Sean 
explained, “These are water monitoring 
buoys. They will test for dissolved oxygen, 
Ph, salinity, air temperature, water tempera-
ture, give you the position, give you the wave 
height, turbidity, conductivity and it will 
send it to your phone or your computer. They 
are just in their beginning stages. They have 
only been in the water out here; this one was 
in the water for eight months last year. We are 
redoing the computer box and we have got 
new ones that are coming in the next week 
or two. We are going to put 5 or 10 of them 
out, Biddeford Pool, Mere Point Oyster, and 
other research institutes. There is a place 
down in Mystic, Connecticut that wants to 
put one out. The goal would be to get a broad 
spectrum of them out to feed information 
back so as to keep track of what the health 
of the water body is near shore. People who 
are doing dredging project would like to 
know where the turbidity line is. The state 

tests water all over the place, but they test it 
the old-fashioned way, which is very labor 
intensive. They take a little disk and lower 
it down into the water until they can’t see it 
anymore and they measure that distance. If 
you tweaked them just a little bit they would 
tell you about sharks.”
 Sean said that they are not ready to put 
on the market. They are still doing a lot of 
testing to make sure that they are ready to 
go and will not have problems.

Wesmac
Surry

 There is always plenty going on here. In 
the glass shop, they have a 42. Next they will 
layup a super 46, followed by a 50, maybe 
another super, a 38 and then a couple of 46s.
 They just launched and delivered a twin 
screw 50 that had been refit for her new 
owners, which went to South Portland. They 
made some alteration for fishing, added an 
ice maker and water maker and wood trim 
down below.
 A little earlier they launched a Wemac 
46 sportfisherman, that also underwent a 
refit. She was a pleasure cruiser and she was 
converted for sportfishing. Most of the work 
was cosmetic, including paint, with some 
fishing modifications. She is now sailing out 
of Cape Cod.
 In the last issue we covered a Wesmac 
50 x 20 foot beam, which was being worked 
on at Boricua Custom Boats in Steuben. 
They are doing some work on her and think 
she will be offered for sale.
 In the next bay they have a 57-footer, 
which is being finished off for the State of 
Maine Department of Marine Resources. 

She will be used offshore for fisheries 
enforcement. As for accommodations, she 
will have a simple interior. This will include 
a V-berth, head and galley down. She will 
be powered with a Tier 4 diesel engine and 
this has meant there was a lot of engineering 
needed to make sure everything fits under 
the deck. They are hoping to have her done 
next summer.
 In another bay, they have converted a 
regular powered boat with propellers has 
been converted to pods. The pods are in and 
they were working on getting the engines 
in place. Once this is complete they need to 
altered the height of the platform in cockpit 

due to the angle of shafts.
 Next to this boat is a 42, being finished 
out as a sportfisherman, and presently they 
are working on her electrical system. When 
finished she will be operated between Maine 
and Florida as a liveaboard.
 Then next to her are two 46s. One is 
being finished out as a sportfisherman for 
a customer from New Jersey. She will be 
powered with a 1,150-hp Scania. Another 
is a pleasure cruiser, also powered with a 
1,150-hp Scania. They are similar down 
below, but the sportfisherman will have a 

At BlueJacket Shipcrafters in Searsport Al Ross is creating a new model of an 82-foot Coast 
Guard cutter. She will be offered in several version so one can build the one they served on.

Continued on Page 25
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Lobster Boat Racing Results

FRIENDSHIP LOBSTER BOAT RACES
23 July 2023

WORK BOATS UNDER 24 FEET
 Race 1 - CLASS A Skiffs 16-feet and under with outboards up to 30 hp, Opera-
tor 18 years and younger: 1) Little Thing, Devon Carter; and 2) ---, Greg Carter. Race 
2 – CLASS B Inboards, outboards or outdrives, 31 to 90 hp: 1) Scream Time, Mason 
Vintinner (33 mph); 2) Shaggy, Reagan Anderson (17 mph); 3) Sheddah, Blake Feltis; and 
4) Trouble, Kelsey Anderson. Race 3 – CLASS C, Inboards, outboards or outdrives, 91 
hp and up: 1) Casco Miss, Dave Johnston (39 mph); 2) Deez Knot, Mryon Wotton.

GAS POWERED WORK BOATS 24 FEET AND UP
 Race 4 – Gasoline Class A – 4 & 6 cylinder 24 feet and over: 1) Cindy Jen, Jon Jo-
hansen. Race 5 - Gasoline Class B - V-8 up to 375 cid, 24 feet and up: No entrants. Race 
6 - Gasoline Class C - V-8, 376 to 525cid, 24 to 29 feet: No entrants. Race 7 - Gasoline 
Class D - V-8, 376 and over, 28 feet and over: 1) Foolish Pleasure, Mark Freeman (42 
mph). Race 8 - Gasoline Class E - V-8, Over 525cid, 28 feet and over, superchargers/
Turbos. No entrants.

DIESEL POWERED WORK BOATS 24 FEET AND UP
 Race 9 - Diesel Class A - Up to 235 hp, 24 to 31 feet: 1) Black Magic, Ed Upham 
(17.4 mph). Race 10 - Diesel Class B - Up to 235 hp, 32 feet and over: No entrants. Race 
11 - Diesel Class C - 236 to 335 hp, 24 to 34 feet: No entrants. Race 12 - Diesel Class 
D - 236 to 335 hp, 34 feet and over: 1) Screamin’ Seaman, Frank Guptill IV (18.4 mph). 
Race 13 - Diesel Class E - 336 to 435 hp, 24 to 33 feet: 1) Audrey May, Randy Durkee 
(39.8 mph); 2) Laureta & Aubrey, Lucas Cocks; 3) Guilty Pleasure, Jake Dugas; and 4) 
Melody Marie II, Robert Acorn. Race 14 - Diesel Class F - 336 to 435 hp, 34 feet and 
over: 1) Maloney Traditions, Ryan Maloney. Race 15 - Diesel Class G - 436 to 550 hp, 
28 to 35 feet: 1) Split Second, David Osgood. Race 16 - Diesel Class H - 436 to 550 hp, 
36 feet and over: 1) First Team, Travis Otis. Race 17 - Diesel Class I - 551 to 700 hp, 28 
to 35 feet: 1) Lil’ Lisa Marie, Gary Genthner; and 2) Misty, Chris Smith. Race 18 – Diesel 
Class J – 551 to 700 hp, 36 feet and over: 1) Mean Kathleen, Sean Clemons. Race 19 
- Diesel Class K - 701 to 900 hp, 28 feet and over: 1) La Bella Vita, Jeff Eaton; and 2) 
Witching Hour, Nick Wiberg. Race 20 - Diesel Class L - 901 hp and over, 28 feet and 
over: 1) Maria’s Nightmare II, Jeremy Beal (56 mph). Race 21 - Diesel Class M(A) – 40 
feet and over, up to 500 hp: 1) Old School, Chris Pope; 2) Sea Urchin, Alan Knowlton; 
and 3) Lobster Hunter II, Taylor Emerson. Race 22 - Diesel Class M(B) – 40 feet and 
over, 501 to 750 hp: 1) Alexsa Rose, Matt Shepard. Race 23 - Diesel Class N – 40 feet and 
over; 751 hp and over: 1) 4 Ladies, Tom Clemons; 2) Isaac & Colby, Keith Simmons; 3) 
Carson & Emma, Andrew Simmons; 4) Taylor Nicole, Frank Guptill; and 5) USCG 47310. 
Race 24. Class O. Non-working boats, any length, any horsepower: No entrants.
 Race 25 – Wooden Boats, up to 35’ 11”: 1) Cindy Jen, Jon Johansen. Race 26 – 
Wooden Boats, 36 feet and over. No entrants.
 Race 27 - Gasoline Free for All: 1) Foolish Pleasure, Mark Freeman; and 2) Cindy 
Jen, Jon Johansen.
 Race 28 - Diesel Free for All: 1) Maria’s Nightmare II, Jeremy Beal; 2) La Bella Vita, 
Jeff Eaton; 3) Witching Hour, Nick Wiberg; 4) Mean Kathleen, Sean Clemons; 5) Alexsa 
Rose, Matt Shepard; and 6) 4 Ladies, Tom Clemons.
 Race 31 - Fastest Lobster Boat: 1) Maria’s Nightmare II, Jeremy Beal (57 mph); 2) 
La Bella Vita, Jeff Eaton; and 3) Witching Hour, Nick Wiberg.
 Race 26 – Fastest Friendship Lobster Boat: 1) Carson & Emma, Andrew Simmons; 
2) Isaac & Colby, Keith Simmons; and 3) Taylor Nicole, Frank Guptill.

HARPSWELL LOBSTER BOAT RACES
30 July 2023

WORK BOATS UNDER 24 FEET
 Race 1 - Class A, Skiffs 16 feet and under, Outboard up to 30 hp, operators up 
to 16 years old: No entrants. Race 2 - Class B, Inboard, Outboard or Outdrive, 31 to 
90 hp: 1) ---; Andy Correa (39.9 mph); 2) Margariette; Matt Newberg (29 mph); 3) ---, 
Charles Johnson (29 mph); 4) Miss Diane, Ron Barrett; ) 68+1; Robert Johnson; and DNS) 
Screen Time, Mason Vintinner. Race 3 - Class C, Inboard, Outboard or Outdrive, 90 hp 
and over: 1) Davy Jones, Nick Mackmun (32.2 mph); 2) Roe Maroz, David Jordan; and 
3) Casco Miss, Dave Johnston.
 Race 4 - Wooden Boat Race A, Any hp., up to 35 feet 11 inches: 1) Cindy Jen, Jon 
Johansen (15.2 mph). Race 5 - Wooden Boat Race B, Any hp., 36 feet and over: 1) Sand 
Dollars III, Scott Dugas (26 mph); and 2) Phyllis P.; Mike Lane.

GAS POWERED WORK BOATS 24 FEET AND OVER
 Race 6 - Class A, Four and Six Cylinder, 24 feet and over: 1) Cindy Jen, Jon Johansen. 
Race 7 - Class B, V8, Up to 375 cid, 24 feet and over: No entrants. Race 8 - Class C, 

V8, 376 to 525 cid, 24 feet and over: 1) Brown Eyed Girl, Jim Koehling (34 mph). Race 
9 - Class D, V8, 376 cid and over, 24 feet and over (Non-working racer): No entrants. 
Race 10 - Class E, V8, Over 525 cid, 28 feet and over, Turbos/superchargers, Alcohol 
and Nitrous: 1) Lynn Marie, Steve Johnson (41 mph).

DIESEL POWERED WORK BOATS 24 FEET AND OVER
 Race 11 - Class A, Up to 235 hp, 24 to 31 feet 11 inches: No entrants. Race 12 - 
Class B, Up to 235 hp, 32 feet to 39 feet 11 inches: No entrants. Race 13 - Class C, 236 
to 335 hp, 24 to 33 feet 11 inches. No entrants. Race 14 - Class D, 236 to 335 hp, 34 feet 
to 39 feet 11 inches: 1) Whiskey Girl, Mark Davis. Race 15 - Class E, 336 to 435 hp, 24 
to 33 feet 11 inches: 1) Audrey May, Randy Durkee (28.3 mph); 2) Captain Crunch, Rob 
Lamarre (26 mph); and 3) Guilty Pleasure, Jake Dugas. Race 16 - Class F, 336 to 435 hp, 
34 feet to 39 feet 11 inches: 1) K. E. II, Scott Merryman (26 mph); and 2) Blue Dolphin II, 
Cameron Murphy (25.5 mph). Race 17 - Class G, 436 to 550 hp, 28 to 35 feet 11 inches: 
1) Rijo, Tucker Johnston (33 mph). Race 18 - Class H, 436 to 550 hp, 36 feet to 39 feet 
11 inches: 1) Pretty Woman, Nick Martinez (24 mph); 2) Mistress, Ben Perry (18 mph); 
and 3) Allison & Morgan, Jeff Conant. Race 19 - Class I, 551 to 700 hp, 28 to 35 feet 11 
inches: 1) Lil’ Lisa Marie, Gary Genthner (37 mph). Race 20 - Class J, 551 to 700 hp, 36 
feet to 39 feet 11 inches: 1) Mean Kathleen, Sean Clemons (24 mph). Race 21 - Class K, 
701 to 900 hp, 28 feet to 39 feet 11 inches: 1) La Bella Vita, Jeff Eaton (44 mph). Race 
22 - Class L, 901 hp and over, 28 feet to 39 feet 11 inches: 1) All Set, Leif Albertson (27 
mph). Race 23 - Class M (A), 40 feet and over, up to 500 hp: 1) Old School, Chris Pope 
(26 mph); 2) Sea Urchin, Allan Knowlton (21 mph); 3) Phyllis P.; Mike Lane (18 mph); 
and 4) New Ledge, Parker Poole (10.8 mph). Race 24 - Class M (B), 40 feet and over, 
501 to 750 hp: 1) Alexsa Rose, Matt Sheppard (34.2 mph); 2) Temptation, Wayne Clemons 
(28.8 mph); and 3) Sand Dollars III, Scott Dugas (21 mph). Race 25 - Class N, 40 feet and 
over, 751 hp and over: 1) Whistlin’ Dixie, Andy Johnson (38.4 mph); 2) Five Stars, Chip 
Johnson (35.4 mph); and 3) 4 Ladies, Tom Clemons. Race 26 - Class O. Non-working 
boats, any length, any horsepower: No entrants.
 Race 27 - Gasoline Free-for-All: 1) Brown Eyed Girl, Jim Koehling (37 mph); and 
2) Cindy Jen, Jon Johansen (12 mph).
 Race 28 - Diesel Free-for-All: 1) La Bella Vita, Jeff Eaton (44.8 mph); 2) Whistlin’ 
Dixie, Andy Johnson (37 mph); 3) All Set, Leif Albertson; 4) Mean Kathleen, Sean Clem-
ons; 5) Lil’ Lisa Marie, Gary Genthner; 6) Alexsa Rose, Matt Shepard; 7) 4 Ladies, Tom 
Clemons; 8) Rijo, Tucker Johnston; and 9) Whiskey Girl, Mark Davis.
 Race 29–Slowest Boat: 1) Captain Lue, Jessie Mitchell (11.6 mph); and 2) Cindy Jen, 
Jon Johansen.
 Race 30–Novi Boats: 1) Captain Lue, Isaac Mitchell.
 Race 31 - Fastest Lobster Boat Afloat: 1) La Bella Vita, Jeff Eaton (44.1 mph); 2) 
Whistlin’ Dixie, Andy Johnson (38 mph); 3) Brown Eyed Girl, Jim Koehling; 4) Mean 
Kathleen, Sean Clemons; and 5) Whiskey Girl, Mark Davis.
 Race 32 – Fastest Harpswell Gas Working Lobster Boat: 1) Brown Eyed Girl, Jim 
Koehling.
 Race 33 – Fastest Harpswell Diesel Working Lobster Boat: 1) Whistlin’ Dixie, Andy 
Johnson (41 mph); 2) Mean Kathleen, Sean Clemons (32 mph); 3) 4 Ladies, Tom Clemons 
(30 mph); 4) Temptation, Wayne Clemons; and 5) Whiskey Girl, Mark Davis.

MOOSABEC REACH LOBSTER BOAT RACES
1 July 2023

RECREATIONAL BOAT
 Recreational boats: 1) Egad, Kraig Church; and 2) Flight Risk, Alton Smith.

WORK BOATS UNDER 24 FEET
 Race 1. Class A, Skiffs 16 feet and under, Outboards up to 30 hp, operators up to 
18 years old: 1) ---, Ethan Faulkingham.
 Race 2. Class B, Inboard, Outboard or Outdrive, 31 to 90 hp: 1) Alpex, Ralph 
Davis. No position given or Did not Start. ---, Aiden Alley; ---, Jason Alley; ---, Michael 
Emerson; ---, Matt Morrissey; ---, Brandon Norton; 19 KRW, Devon Beal; Big Money, 
William Gray; Boss Hog, Aiden Rittenhouse; Money Maker, Trent Libby; Screen Time, 
Mason Vintinner; The Blurr, Keegan Beal; and Work Horse, Charlie Smith. Race 3. Class 
C, Inboard, Outboard or Outdrive, 90 hp and over: 1) White Lightning, Caleb Norton 
(38.8 mph); 2) Family Alliance II, Richard Alley; and 3) Maddison Ann, Nick Graham. No 
position given or Did not Start. ---, Eli Peabody; Bandit, Marcus Fenton; Bay King, Mitch 
White; Chasing Crustacean, Damon Beal; Daddy Didn’t Buy It, Nathaniel Robertson; East 
Sider, Sterling Beal; Hurricane Reagan, Jim Robinson; and Lexiann Marie: Desire Crowley.

GAS POWERED WORK BOATS 24 FEET AND OVER
 Race 4. Class A, Four and Six Cylinder, 24 feet and over: 1) Rocky Road, Troy Alley. 
Race 5. Class B, V8, Up to 375 cid, 24 feet and over: No entrants. Race 6. Class C, V8, 

Heather Thompson’s GOLD DIGGER [Wayne Beal 36; 675-hp Scania] came out for the first 
time this year and just slid by Nick Lemieux’s ASPIRATION [Young Brothers 35; 450-hp 

Volvo] for a one-one finish.

Another extremely close race was between Ryan Lemieux’s OBSESSION [Young Brothers 
40; 1,000-hp Caterpillar] and Dana Beal’s NATALIE E. [Libby 41; 1,000-hp FPT] in Diesel 

Class N. The win went to OBSESSION by maybe 10 feet.
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l   M a r i t i m e   L i b r a r y 

ON-GOING PROJECTS INCLUDE:
 Creating an encyclopedia and a chronological history of events.
 Also, transcribing maritime articles from: Maine Industrial Jour-
nal (1880 to 1918); Bangor Whig & Courier (1836-1899); Republican 
Journal (1829 to present); and various others including Eastern Argus 
(Portland), Bath Daily Times, Eastport Sentiniel, Ellsworth American, 
New Bedford Mercury, Salem Gazette and Boston Evening Transcript.
 Transcribing: WPA Ship Documents, especially ones not published.

 There is a massive amount of work to be done to accomplish these 
goals.
 To make this happen we need support, please help us do more! Dedicated to the Preservation of Maritime Writings

I want to join

Send to: 
The International Maritime Library, P.O. Box 710, Winterport, Maine 04496

Admiral of the Fleet $1,000.00
Admiral $500.00
Commodore $250.00

Name:

Address:

City:                                                  State:               Zip:

Captain $100.00
Lieutenant $50.00
Midshipman $25.00

Version 5  
internationalmaritimelibrary.org

 We now have a listing of over 138,000 vessels, mostly compiled from the “List of Merchant Vessels 
of the United States” (MVUS) for the years 1867 to 1885. Numerous other lists have been added to this. 

These include: WPA Custom House records for Bath, Maine; Frenchman’s Bay, Maine; Marshfield, 
Oregon; New Bedford, Massachusetts, and New Orleans, Louisiana; The Record of Canadian Shipping; 

Robert Applebee’s notes; and notes compiled on New England shipwrecks by noted shipwreck diver, 
Bradford Luther, Jr. Currently working on 'Version 6' adding more vessels and updating the ones

already listed. Hope to have ready the end of Summer.

Also Shipwreck Index and Chronological listing up online!

Lobster Boat Racing Results

376 to 525cid, 28 feet and over: No entrants. Race 7. - Gasoline Class D - V-8, 376 and 
over, 28 feet and over: 1) Foolish Pleasure, Mark Freeman (35 mph). Race 8. - Gasoline 
Class E - V-8, Over 525cid, 28 feet and over, superchargers/Turbos: No entrants.

DIESEL POWERED WORK BOATS 24 FEET AND OVER.
 Race 9. Class A, Up to 235 hp, 24 to 31 feet: 1) Bare Bottom, Jacob Kirby (27.7 
mph); 2) Jumpin’s, Jeremey Tyler; 3) Making Memories Too, Bevin Kenney; and 4) Justin 
n’ Case, Charlie Smith, Jr. Did not Start. Headstrong, Tucker Rocks; Miss Khris, Michael 
Kenney and Misty Mae I, Anson Kelley. Race 10. Class B, Up to 235 hp, 32 feet and 
over: 1) Myrtle Belle, Chad Libby (17.3 mph). Race 11. Class C, 236 to 335 hp, 24 to 33 
feet: 1) Last Design, Roy Fagonde. Race 12. Class D, 236 to 335 hp, 34 feet and over: 1) 
Wrecking Crew, Ivan Libby (26.5 mph) and 2) Kinsley-Mae-Rose, Jeremey Chandler. Did 
Not Finish: Ellen Louise, Conner Rossi. Race 13. Class E, 336 to 435 hp, 24 to 33 feet: 
1) Audrey May, Randy Durkee (35.8 mph); 2) High Voltage, Dan Sawyer; and 3) Father’s 
Favourite, Harris Norton. Race 14. Class F, 336 to 435 hp, 34 feet and over: 1) Bounty 
Hunter, Mitch White (37.8 mph); 2) Faith Melle, Winfred Alley; and 3) Miss Emersyn, Ethan 
Dorr. No position given or Did not Start. Aftermath, Dwight Chandler, Jr.; and Sunshine 
Chalet, Brian Strout. Race 15. Class G, 436 to 550 hp, 28 to 35 feet: No entrants. Race 
16. Class H, 436 to 550 hp, 36 feet and over: 1) Miss Norma, Dean Beal (27.9 mph); 2) 
Melynda M., Willie Coombs; 3) Indian Outlaw II, Josef Guptill; and 4) Bethanie Grace, 
Dan Beal. Race 17. Class I, 551 to 700 hp, 28 to 35 feet: 1) Aspiration¸ Nick Lemieux; 
and 2) Another Dirls, Steve Carver. Did not Start. Crustacean Hunter, Keenan Feeney. 
Race 18. Class J, 551 to 700 hp, 36 feet over: 1) Gold Digger, Heather Thompson (36.2 

mph). Did not Start. Fifth Generation, Mack Kelley; and Serenity, B. Kennedy. Race 
19. Class K, 701 to 900 hp, 28 feet and over: No entrants. Race 20. Class L, 901 hp 
and over, 28 feet and over: 1) Maria’s Nightmare II, Jeremy Beal (56.5 mph). Race 21. 
Class M(A), 40 feet and over, up to 500hp: 1) Bukie & Tukie, Mitchell Beal (25 mph); 
2) Seacoast Rambler, Wade Faulkingham; 3) Nancy Anne, Sonny Beal; 4) Just Because, 
Brian Smith; 5) Noble Ladies, Craig Crowley; 6) Merle Maid, Charles Smith; and 7) Miss 
B Haven. Did not Start. Alivia Ann, Aaron Beal; Feelin’ Nauti, Patrick Kelley; Kimberly 
Lynn, Kyle Look; and No Harpen, Harrison Rossi. Race 22. Class M(B), 40 feet and over, 
501 to 750 hp: 1) Kimberly Ann, Eric Beal (24.5 mph); 2) Joy Frances, Logan Alley; 3) 
Lil’ Brooks, Frank Thompson; and 4) Tammy Lynn, Michell White. Did not Start. Nikki 
Elizabeth, Zach Geel; and Roxy Elizabeth, Spencer Thompson. Race 23. Class N, 40 feet 
and over, 750 hp and over: 1) Obsession, Ryan Lemieux (37.9 mph); 2) Natalie E., Dana 
Beal; 3) Bottoms Up, Isaiah Pinkham; 4) Weather Oar Knot, Shane Farris; 5) Sandy Rose, 
Charles Smith; 6) Amanda May, Alan Crowley; and 7) Autumn Gale¸ Jeff Libby. Did not 
Start. Carlee Marie, Alex Thompson; Night Moves II, Aaron Beal; Size Matters, Dixon 
Smith; and Terrie J., Todd Pinkham.
 Race 24.Class O. Non-working boats, any length, any horsepower: No entrants.
 Race 25. Wooden Boat Race A (Any hp, up to 35 feet 11 inches): No entrants. Race 
26. Wooden Boat Race B (Any hp, 36 feet and over): 1) Sari Ann I, Jon Johansen (17.2 
mph).
 Race 27. Gasoline Free-for-All: 1) Foolish Pleasure, Mark Freeman (36.5 mph); and 
2) Rocky Road, Troy Alley.

Another real battle, this time in World’s Fastest Working Lobster Boat Race was between 
Eric Beal’s KIMBERLY ANN [Calvin Beal 42; 750-hp FPT] and Winfred Alley’s FAITH 

MELLE [Libby 34; 425-hp Cummins]. 

One of the races of the day was between Alfred Osgood’s STARLIGHT EXPRESS III 
[Wayne Beal 36; 1400-hp MAN] and Jeremy Beal’s MARIA’S NIGHTMARE II [Wayne Beal 

32; 1,000-hp Isotta] and the win went to STARLIGHT EXPRESS III.
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Lobster Boat Racing Results

 Race 28. Diesel Free-for-All: 1) Maria’s Nightmare II, Jeremy Beal; 2) Kimberly Ann, 
Eric Beal; 3) Miss Norma, Dean Beal; and 4) Joy Frances, Logan Alley.
 Race 29. World’s Fastest Working Lobster Boat: 1) Kimberly Ann, Eric Beal (38.1 
mph); 2) Faith Melle, Winfred Alley; 3) Miss Norma, Dean Beal; and 4) Gold Digger, 
Heather Thompson.
 Race 30. World’s Fastest Recreational Lobster Boat: 1) Maria’s Nightmare II, 
Jeremy Beal (57.0 mph).

WINTER HARBOR LOBSTER BOAT RACES
12 August 2023

WORK BOATS 24 FEET AND UNDER
 Race 1 – Class A, Inboard, Outboard or Outdrive, any hp, must have working hauler: 
1) The Little Boy, Ned Merchant; 2) White Lightning, Caleb Norton; 3) CAVE, Joe Sargent; 
No position Given: Cool Daddy Down Too, A. J. de Poutiloff; and Mini Me, Jett Joy.

GAS POWERED WORK BOATS 24 FEET AND UP
 Race 2 – Gasoline Class A – 4 & 6 cylinder 24 feet and over: No Entrants. Race 
3 - Gasoline Class B - V-8 up to 375 cid, 24 feet and up: 1) Empty Pockets, Roy Had-

lock. Race 4 - Gasoline Class C, V8, 376 to 525cid, 28 feet and over: 1) Black Diamond, 
Lindsay Durkee (30 mph). Race 5 - Gasoline Class D, 376 and over, 24 feet and over 
(Non-working racer): 1) Foolish Pleasure, Mark Freeman (36 mph). Race 6 - Gasoline 
Class E - V-8, Over 525cid, 28 feet and over, superchargers/Turbos: No Entrants.

DIESEL POWERED WORK BOATS 24 FEET AND UP
 Race 7 - Diesel Class A - Up to 235 hp, 24 to 31 feet: 1) Bare Bottom, Jacob Kirby (26 
mph); 2) Ethan R., Tommy Young; and 3) Prince of Peace, Brian Treadwell. No position 
Given: Abbie & Emmie, Gavin Hunt and O-Kay Tori, Myles Bierman. Race 8 - Diesel Class 
B - Up to 235 hp, 32 feet and over: 1) Mr. Lucky, Kit Johnson; 2) Jenny Kay, Zachery 
Chipman; 3) Higher Maintenance, Rachel Nelson; and 4) Atlantic Viking, Fred Backman. 
Race 9 - Diesel Class C - 236 to 335 hp, 24 to 33 feet: 1) Last Design, Roy Fagonde; and 
2) Desperate Measha, John Rolfe. Race 10 - Diesel Class D - 236 to 335 hp, 34 feet and 
over: 1) Wrecking Crew, Ivan Libby (27.4 mph); 2) Ellen Louise, Conner Rossi; 3) Bon-
nie’s Brats, Roy Whalen; 4) Nauti By Nature, Andrew Mosher; 5) Maximum	Effort, Bryce 
Coombs; 6) Deedle Dee Doop, Chris Church; and 7) Samantha A., Rand Christopher. Race 
11 - Diesel Class E - 336 to 435 hp, 24 to 33 feet: 1) Audrey May, Randy Durkee (38.6 
mph); 2) High Voltage, Daniel Sawyer; 3) Catherine Elizabeth, Allan Johnson; 4) Navigator, 
Michaela Byers; 5) Father’s Favourite, Harris Norton; and DNS) Minnie Me, Alex Beal. 
Race 12 - Diesel Class F - 336 to 435 hp, 34 feet and over: 1) Faith Melle, Winfred Alley, 
Jr. (36.1 mph); 2) Sunshine Chalet, Brian Strout; 3) Precious Gold, Tanner Hardy; 4) My 
Sher E., Scott Young; and 5) Predator, Ted McGregor. Race 13 - Diesel Class G - 436 to 
550 hp, 28 to 35 feet: 1) RiJo, Tucker Johnston (46.4 mph); 2) Right	Stuff, Dana Beal; 3) 
Split Second, David Osgood; and 4) Natalie Lincoln, Curtis Gott. Race 14 - Diesel Class 
H - 436 to 550 hp, 36 feet and over: 1) Miss Norma, Dean Beal (37.4 mph); 2) Melynda 
M., William Coombs
3) Courtney Olivia, Nicholas Holt; 4) Jolico, Jock Temple; 5) First Team, Travis Otis; and 
6) Bryce Alexa, Wally Coombs. Race 15 - Diesel Class I - 551 to 700 hp, 28 to 35 feet: 
1) Aspiration, Nick Lemieux; and 2) Another Dirl, Steve Carver. Race 16 – Diesel Class 
J – 551 to 700 hp, 36 feet and over: 1) Serenity, B. Kennedy (36.1 mph). Race 17 - Die-
sel Class K - 701 to 900 hp, 28 feet and over: 1) La Bella Vita, Jeff Eaton (43 mph); 2) 
Janice Elaine, David Myrick; and 3) Witching Hour, Nick Wiberg. Race 18 - Diesel Class 
L - 901 hp and over, 28 feet and over: 1) Starlight Express, Alfred Osgood (46.1 mph); 
2) Marie’s Nightmare II, Jeremy Beal. Race 19 - Diesel Class M(A), 40 feet and over, 
up to 500hp: 1) Old School, Chris Pope (26.4 mph); 2) Sea Urchin, Allan Knowlton; 3) 
Provider II, Lewis Bishop; 4) Resurrection, Phil Torrey; 5) No Harpin, Harrison Rossi; 
and 6) Elaine Sue, Daniel Backman. Race 20 - Diesel Class M(B), 40 feet and over, 
501 to 750 hp: 1) Kimberly Ann, Eric Beal (39.1 mph); 2) Alexsa Rose, Matt Shepard; 
3) AMP, Roman Jordan; 4) Lil Brooks, Frank Thompson; 5) Lord Byron, Matt Lester; 6) 
51, Billy Bob Faulkingham; 7) Bailey G., Todd Goode; 8) Miss Rebecka, Josh Trundy; 9) 
Outnumbered, Jenna Colby; 10) Mister E., Nick Hadlock; 11) Half Dozen, Mike Bernier; 
and 12) Rest Ash Oar. Race 21 - Diesel Class N, 40 feet and over, 751hp and over: Heat 
I: 1) Terrie J., Todd Pinkham (38.1 mph); 2) Obsession, Ryan Lemieux; 3) Captain Cole, 
Mike Faulkingham; 4) Kayla Ann, Josh Beal; 5) Gavin & Dawson, Michael Hunt; 6) Ocean 
Bounty, Wayne Gray; and 7) Juggernaut, Curtis Nelson. Heat II: 1) Natalie E., Dana Beal 
(35.8 mph); 2) 4 Ladies, Tom Clemons; 3) Fifth Generation, Mack Kelley; 4) Bottoms 
Up, Isaih Pinkham; 5) Seanna Rose, Tyler Rice; 6) Grin-N-Barrett, Dean Barrett; 7) First 
Impression II, James West; and 8) Michaela Khloe, Chris Byers. Finals: 1) Terrie J., Todd 
Pinkham (40.1 mph); 2) Obsession, Ryan Lemieux; 3) Natalie E., Dana Beal; 4) Captain 
Cole, Mike Faulkingham; 5) 4 Ladies, Tom Clemons; and 6) Fifth Generation, Mack Kelley. 
Race 22. Class O. Non-working boats, any length, any horsepower: No Entrants. Race 
23 – Diesel Class P “Oh My God That’s a Big Boat, 44 feet and over”: No Entrants.
 Race 24 Wooden Boat Race A, Any hp., up to 35 feet 11 inches: No Entrants. Race 
25 Wooden Boat Race B, Any hp., 36 feet and over. 1) Sari Ann I, Jon Johansen (15.7 
mph).
 Race 26 – Lady Skippers. Must have a lobster license: 1) Navigator, Michaela 
Byers (28.1 mph); 2) Outnumbered, Jenna Colby; 3) Esquire, Brittany Dunbar; and DSQ) 
51, Robin Faulkingham.
 Race 27 - Gasoline Free for All: 1) Foolish Pleasure, Mark Freeman (38 mph); and 
2) Black Diamond, Lindsay Durkee.
 Race 28 - Diesel Free for All: 1) Marie’s Nightmare II, Jeremy Beal (49.1 mph); 2) 
La Bella Vita, Jeff Eaton; 3) Witching Hour, Nick Wiberg; 4) Kimberly Ann, Eric Beal; 5) 
Last Design, Roy Fagonde; 6) Serenity, B. Kennedy; and 7) Alexsa Rose, Matt Shepard.
 Race 29 - Fastest Lobster Boat: 1) Marie’s Nightmare II, Jeremy Beal (46.8 mph); 
2) La Bella Vita, Jeff Eaton; 3) Witching Hour, Nick Wiberg; 4) Kimberly Ann, Eric Beal; 
and 5) Last Design, Roy Fagonde.

Michaela Byers’ NAVIGATOR [Duffy 31; 315-hp Isuzu] just getting by Jenna Colby’s OUT-
NUMBERED [Duffy 35; 300-hp John Deere] for the win in the Ladies Skippers Race.

Another one of the best races was between Todd Pinkham’s TERRIE J. [South Shore 42; 
1,000-hp FPT] and Ryan Lemieux’s OBSESSION [Young Brothers 40; 1,000-hp Caterpillar] 

with the win going to TERRIE J. OBSESSION was second.
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Lobster Boat Racing Results

MERRITT BRACKETT LOBSTER BOAT RACE RESULTS
13 August 2023

 Race 1 – Clamdigger and Lobster Pickers: Outboards 25 hp and under. Skiffs 16-feet 
and under. Age 18 and under: 1) Little Thing, Devon Carter (20 mph); 2) ---, Riley Carter; 
3) Skidmark, Blake Feltis; 4) Dillon James, Dillion Harvey; and 5) Sadie, Dalton Taylor. 
Race 2- Clamdigger and Lobster Pickers: Outboards up to 70 hp. Skiffs over 16-feet: 1) 
Zippin’, David Noyes (33 mph); 2) ---, Blake Feltis; 3) Jimbo, James Fawcett; 4) Rippah, 
Eben Wilson; 5) Braley Mae, Zach Gamage; 6) Dirty Deeds, Spencer Gamage; 7) ---, Gavin 
Parlin; 8) Foggy Bottom, Nate House; and 9) Killer Bs, Jared McLain. Race 3 – Clamdiggers 
and Lobster Pickers: Inboards or outboards – 71-hp and over, Skiffs 16 feet and over: 1) 
Screen Time, Mason Vintinner (42 mph); 2) Zippin’ Too, Jacob Noyes; 3) The Bird, Spencer 
Winters; 4) Trick or Treat, Eben Lord; No position given: ---, Quintin Esparza; ---, Brent 
Fogg; ---, Tyler McFarland; 4 Winns, Ron Pottle; Crusher Claw, Josh Ward; I Think So, 
Todd Kelley; and Mariah, Mariah Koughan.
 Race 4- Four and six cylinder gas, 24 feet and over: No entrants. Race 5 – Gas 
V-8 any cu. in. and under, 24-feet and over: No entrants. Race 6 Gas V8 Modified: No 
entrants.
 Race 7 – Diesel 175 hp and under, 24-feet and over: 1) Little R. & R., Gregory Carter 
(19 mph); 2) Wet Dream, Caleb Sookey; and 3) Spirit of 76, Joe Lane. Race 8 – Diesel 
176 to 210-hp, 24-feet and over: 1) C-Girl, Bob Poland  (20 mph); 2) Reva J., Scott Po-
land; and 3) Ragnarok, Ben Collyer. Race 9 – Diesel 211 to 250-hp, 24-feet and over: 1) 
Merganser, Don Drisko (28 mph); and 2) Outaline, Hunter Prentice. Race 10 – Diesel 251 
to 350-hp, 24 and over: 1) Who’s Buyn, Raymond Carter (24 mph); and 2) Matt & Pat, 

HIGH MAINTENANCE [Webbers Cove 
34; 210-hp]. There were only two boats 
on the line for Class C and the winner was 
LAST DESIGN. In Class D, WRECKING 
CREW followed up his win at Moosabec 
Reach with another victory in Class D. At 
the Moosabec Reach races the week before, 
HIGH VOLTAGE was right on the stern of 
AUDREY MAY for the top spot in Class E. 
In the rematched it looked real close as they 
made their way towards the finish line, but 
it was obvious that AUDREY MAY had the 
advantage and took the win. The winner of 
Class F was FAITH MELLE. For a number 
of years Dana Beal’s RIGHT STUFF [Libby 
34; 500 hp Cummins] had been the dominate 
boat in Diesel Class G. Many were expecting 
to see her out in front, but there in the lead 
was Tucker Johnson’s RIJO [Mussel Ridge 
28; 550-hp Cummins] getting the win with a 
speed of 46.4 mph. If this boat looks familiar, 
she is the former VENOM. Six boats were on 
the line for Class H and as they came down 
the course the two top boats, MELYNDA 
M. and MISS NORMA were battling for 
the win. As they neared the finish MISS 
NORMA had a boat length lead followed 
by MELYNDA M. There were two boats 
on the line for Class I, ASPIRATION  and 
Steve Carver’s ANOTHER DIRLS [Holland 
35, 550-hp John Deere] so this class was 
combined with the one boat in Class J, B. 
Kennedy’s SERENITY [Crowley 36; 670-
hp Cummins]. SERENITY had a good battle 
with ASPIRATION, but ASPIRATION just 
barely had him at the line. They each got the 
win in their respective classes. LA BELLA 
VITA has been the dominate boat in Class K 

and today was no different. The real battle 
was for second between WITCHING HOUR 
and David Myrick’s JANICE ELAINE 
[Northern Bay 38; 815-hp FPT]. As they 
neared the finish line WITCHING HOUR 
had the advantage, but JANICE ELAINE 
was gaining quickly and just slipped ahead 
for second. Now came the race many of us 
were waiting for, MARIA’S NIGHTMARE 
II and Alfred Osgood’s STARLIGHT EX-
PRESS III [Wayne Beal 36; 1400-hp MAN] 
in Class L. Right from the start STARLIGHT 
EXPRESS III had the advantage as they 
powered their way to the finish. At the line 
it was STARLIGHT EXPRESS III by three 
boat lengths with a speed of 46.1 mph on the 
radar gun and 54.8 mph on the GPS. It was 
now the races for those boats over 40 feet 
and there is always a good number of these 
here to compete. Six boats were on the line 
for Diesel Class M(A) and the winner was 
OLD SCHOOL. Twelve boats were entered 
in Class M(B) and the win went to KIMBER-
LY ANN followed by ALEXSA ROSE. Now 
came the last diesel race, Class N and there 
were 15 entrants so I had already split them 
into two classes. The top three in each heat 
would face off in a final race and the overall 
winner was Todd Pinkham’s TERRIE J. 
[South Shore 42; 1,000-hp FPT].
 There was only one wooden boat en-
tered, SARI ANN I in Wooden Boat B so she 
ran down the course by herself.
 Next up was the Lady Skipper’s Race, 
which had a little controversy. To enter this 
race you must have a lobster license and 
there was a minor argument over this. The 
win went Michaela Byers’ NAVIGATOR 
[Duffy 31; 315-hp Isuzu] who just got by 
Jenna Colby’s OUTNUMBERED [Duffy 

Mariana Feltis. Race 11 – Diesel 351 to 450-hp, 28 to 39 feet 11 inch and under: 1) Guilty 
Pleasure, Jake Dugas (28 mph); 2) Crustacean Frustration, Darrell Fawcett; 3) Running 
Late, Josh Harvey; and 4) Sheila & Ivy, Bill McLean. Race 12 – Diesel 451 to 650-hp, 28 
feet and over: 1) Lil’ Lisa Marie, Gary Genthner (39 mph); 2) Split Second, David Osgood; 
3) Thunderstruck, Zach Geyer; 4) Fugitive, Dexter Benner; and 5) RiJo, Tucker Johnson. 
Race 13 – Diesel, 651 to 800-hp, 28 feet and over: 1) Mean Kathleen, Shawn Clemons 
(35 mph); and 2) The Chain, Spencer Dyer. Race 14–Diesel 801-hp and over, 28 feet and 
over: 1) Blue Eyed Girl, Andrew Taylor (43 mph); and 2) La Bella Vita, Jeff Eaton. Race 
15 –Diesel up to 650-hp, 40 feet and over: 1) Zella Sue, Zach Stotz (21.2 mph); and 2) 
Kennebec, Tucker Phinney. 
Race 16 –Diesel 651 to 800 hp, 40 feet and over: 1) Five Stars, Chip Johnson (34 mph); 
2) Alexsa Rose, Matt Shepard; 3) Tory Lyn, Adam Gamage; and 4) Ava Lucille, Jason Lord. 
Race 17 –Diesel 801-hp and over, 40 feet and over: 1) 4 Ladies, Tom Clemons (32 mph).
 Race 18, Novi Boats: Exhibition) Beluga, John Albaum.
 Race 19 – Wooden Boats, diesel or gas, 24-feet and over: 1) Merganser, Don Drisko 
(29 mph); 2) Zella Sue, Zach Stotz; and 3) Reva J., Scott Poland.
 Race 20 – Gas Free-for-All, 24-feet and over: No entrants.
 Race 21 – Diesel Free-for-All, 24-feet and over: 1) Blue Eyed Girl, Andrew Taylor 
(45 mph); 2) La Bella Vita, Jeff Eaton; 3) Mean Kathleen, Shawn Clemons; 4) Five Stars, 
Chip Johnson; 5) Alexsa Rose, Matt Shepard; and 6) 4 Ladies, Tom Clemons.
 Race 22 – Fastest Lobster Boat Afloat, Must place 1, 2 or 3 in races 17 or 18 to 
qualify: 1) Blue Eyed Girl, Andrew Taylor (45 mph); 2) La Bella Vita, Jeff Eaton; 3) Mean 
Kathleen, Shawn Clemons; 4) Alexsa Rose, Matt Shepard; and 5) Five Stars, Chip Johnson.

Nine Down Two to Go in Lobster Boat Racing Season!
35; 300-hp John Deere]. A discussion after 
the race and the wording will be changed to 
that of a working lobster boat, which means 
you must make your living from the boat.
 Just two boats were on the line for the 
Gasoline Free-for-All and that was won by 
FOOLISH PLEASURE.
 Seven boats were on the line for the 
Diesel Free-for-All, but STARLIGHT EX-
PRESS III was not one of them. No one was 
surprised to see MARIA’S NIGHTMARE II 
streaking up the right side of the course for 
the win.
 For the final race of the day, Fastest 
Lobster Boat, five boats came to the line and 
the results were exactly the same.

PEMAQUID- For a couple of months before 
the Merritt Brackett Lobster Boat Races in 
Pemaquid it was announced that sign-ups 
would not be at the restaurant at the state 
park, but across the harbor at the Pemaquid 
Co-op. I arrived there just before 0800 and 
found the race committee all set up and ready. 
Initially, sign-ups were slow, but they cer-
tainly picked up and in the end I would have 
56 racers entered. Surprisingly, there were 
several that made the voyage from Winter 
Harbor to compete here, which is dedication. 
One boat that we have not seen a lot this year 
is Andrew Taylor’s BLUE EYED GIRL, but 
she was here.
 It should also be noted that this is the 
only non-points race on the circuit. They 
also run different classes, which makes it 
interesting as many have to race others they 
do not usually compete with.
 We finally had everything ready and 
headed out to the starting line about 1100. 
As usual the skiff races were like herding 

cats, but amazingly the judges were able 
to get finishes for almost all of them. In the 
first race, Clamdigger and Lobster Pickers: 
Outboards 25 hp and under. Skiffs 16-feet 
and under. Age 18 and under, there were five 
boats on the line. The win went to Devon 
Carter’s LITTLE THING [14’ aluminum; 
25-hp Yamaha]. There were nine boats on 
the line for race 2 (Clamdigger and Lobster 
Pickers: Outboards up to 70 hp. Skiffs over 
16-feet) and it was no surprise to see David 
Noyes’ ZIPPIN [Corson 14; 60-hp Johnson] 
screaming up the course for a first place 
finish. Mason Vintinner’s SCREEN TIME 
[Corson 16; 90-hp Mercury] has been the 
boat to beat this year, but at Pemaquid he 
would be in the unlimited class. Well, that 
did not matter has he flew up the right side 
of the course for an easy win.
 It is a sad state of affairs, but there 
were no gasoline powered boats entered so 
we skipped right to Race 7 (Diesel 175 hp 
and under, 24-feet and over). Three boats 
were entered and leading the way to the 
finish was Gregory Carter’s LITTLE R & R 
[Seaway 26; 140-hp Yanmar]. In the second 
diesel race (Diesel 176 to 210-hp, 24-feet 
and over) Bob Poland’s C-GIRL [Flower’s 
33, 200-hp John Deere] jumped right into 
the lead and never looked back. Next up 
was Diesel 211 to 250-hp, 24-feet and over 
and this race has been dominated by Don 
Drisko’s MERGANSER [33’ Calvin Beal 
Jr.; 230-hp Yanmar] for a number of years 
and today was no different. It has been a 
couple of years since we have seen Raymond 
Carter’s WHO’S BUYN [Flower 33; 300-
hp John Deere], but he was here to show 

Continued from Page 7

Continued on Page 25

Andrew Taylor’s BLUE EYED GIRL [Morgan Bay 38, 900-hp Scania] sliding by Jeff Eaton’s 
LA BELLA VITA [Northern Bay 38; 815-hp FPT] for the win in 801-hp and over, 28 to 39’ 

11” race.

How close was the finish in the Diesel 651 to 800 hp, 40 feet and over race? Chip Johnson’s 
FIVE STARS [Calvin Beal 42; 750-hp Renault-Mack] and Matt Shepard’s ALEXSA ROSE 

[Morgan Bay 43; 750-hp John Deere], but at the line FIVE STARS had the lead.
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DONATE YOUR BOAT
Good quality boats are wanted to raise funds for the 

International Maritime Library 
IML is computerizing maritime information for easy online 

access, but we need to hire help. 

For More Information contact: The library at:
PO Box 710, Winterport, ME 04496

207-223-8846
igmatats@aol.com

DISCOUNT POWER TOOLS
CORDED POWER TOOLS

CORDLESS POWER TOOLS
FUELED POWER TOOLS

PNEUMATIC POWER TOOLS
FASTENERS

HAND TOOLS
MATERIAL HANDLING

POWER TOOL ACCESSORIES
SAFETY SUPPLIES

WELDING SUPPLIES

tail making big sweeps back and forth. No 
wonder it came up so hard, not only was it 
coming up tail first, the tail was in constant 
motion.
 We were concerned that the boat was 
now no longer lying flat in the water. Instead, 
it had a serious list and the shark was still 
thrashing. At this point, we paused to figure 
out our next move, if there was one. Then 
my father had an idea. He tied the harpoon 
line to a cleat and told me to get him the 
tow rope from the stern locker. He made a 
large lasso and planned to lower it over the 
shark’s tail and pull the noose tight. At the 
same time, we would have it fastened to a 
ring bolt in the stern and from there to a 
stern post running from the keel up through 
the stern deck. Surprisingly, my father was 
able to get the noose over the shark’s tail on 
the first try. The next step was for the both 
of us to pull the noose tightly as quickly 
as possible and then snub the line over the 
gunnel to try and hold it in place.
 However, everything didn’t go as 
planned, as the shark didn’t take lightly that 
its tail was being immobilized and made a 
desperate attempt to get free.
 What happened next was a frightening 
experience. With the tow rope now snubbed, 
the book took a dangerous 45 degree list and 
I believed that this 33-foot boat was going to 
roll over. All the lines, kegs, bait boxes and 
everything not tied down on the deck and in 
the cabin came crashing down. Where we 
were working became a jungle of tangled 
lines and debris. We were now on the floor 
of the deck both holding on to the tow rope 
for dear life trying to keep the line snubbed 
to the gunnel. I panicked, as I thought the 
water would be coming in over the side and 
pleaded with my dad to cut the shark loose. 
He must have been thinking the same thing, 
as he reached for the knife that we had left 
on the gunnel in case of this very emergency. 
Unfortunately, the knife had rolled off the 

gunnel and overboard when the boat listed. 
At the moment my dad took his hand off the 
rope to reach for the knife, the shark pulled 
the tow rope out of our hands. The harpoon 
line tied to the cleat parted, and the boat 
quickly up righted and we both fell back on 
the deck floor amidst all the clutter.
 The tow rope was all that was attached 
to the shark now and was tied first to a ring 
bolt in the stern, which was immediately 
torn from the deck with a sound of cracking 
and shattering wood pieces. Then the boat 
jerked and shuddered abruptly as the tow 
rope fetched up on the main stern cleat. I 
held my breath waiting for the stern bit to 
let go and pull the stern deck apart. But luck 
was with us at this venture, and the shark 
was now secured to the boat. Still trying to 
get away, it was about 20 feet off the stern. 
Just far enough away for its tail to be under 
water and a factor in being able to tow the 
boat backwards.
 My father and I stood there amid the 
rubble near the back of the boat panting, 
sweating and beaten. We were not claiming 
victory. We were just glad to be alive and 
uninjured after this nightmarish experience. 
We discovered that we had a giant basking 
shark tied up. It was estimated to be between 
20 and 25 feet long and somewhere near 
2000 or more pounds.
 Instead of letting it tow us backwards, 
my father started the engine, and we began 
to tow the shark towards shore. We towed for 
a half hour at close to full throttle, without 
making a great deal of headway. Every now 
and then, the shark would thrash its tail and 
jar the entire boat. 
 The sun was now setting and we still 
had a long way to go. We knew it would 
be well after dark before we arrived back 
at port. We didn’t speak much during this 
time. I was still trying to fathom the whole 
ordeal. My father was thinking of other more 
important things, like what we were going 
to do with this shark? What was our family 
wondering as to why we weren’t in yet? And 

Tuna, Before it was Wicked: Carl Beal's Shark Story
what about Charlie Sutherland, the owner of 
the boat. What was he going to think about 
the whole situation? His boat still out at sea 
after dark and when he gets a look at his 
once orderly, ship-shape cabin cruiser and 
sees the mess we made of it. How would 
he feel? He probably will never speak to us 
again.
 The decision had to be made, and in my 
mind I knew that that conclusion would be. 
There really was no other option. We had to 
cut this shark loose.
 If we didn’t get back soon, the Coast 
Guard would be out looking for us. My 
mother and sister Barbara would surely be 
down on the dock worried about where we 
were.
 My father handed me a knife and said 
since I was the one who got a shark I should 
be the one to let it go. With mixed emotions, 
I took the knife and went down to the stern 
deck where you could now see the entire 
length of the giant shark stretched out in the 
wake of the churning propeller.
 I knelt down on the stern deck next to 
where the tow rope was tightly tied to the 
stern post. I began to slowly saw away at 
the heavy hawser, almost wanting to prolong 
the act. The rope was so taut that with each 
swipe of the knife, the fibers of the manila 
hemp would burst. As the hawser was about 
to shred apart, I glanced behind to see my 

father coming toward me in earnest. He 
had realized that even though he had now 
stopped the boat, the momentum would 
accelerate the boat forward when the line 
was cut loose. When the rope lets go, the 
momentum of the boat’s forward motion 
would create a situation in which I could 
tumble off the back of the boat and into the 
water.
 As the rope parted, I felt my weight 
going back over the stern of the boat and at 
the same time I felt a strong hand grab me 
by the belt and the back of the my pants. My 
father, in his infinite wisdom, had indeed 
saved me from a fate I don’t even want to 
think about. As he hauled me back from a 
near disaster, we both stood looking out to 
where the shark was last seen. We both felt 
very lucky, relieved, and free from a burden 
we could have never anticipated.
 Then, in a most unusual and spectacular 
finish, the giant basking shark made a leap 
into the air with the tow rope tied to its tail, 
and with a half twist made a tremendous 
splash back into the ocean. My father 
thought it was probably trying to free him-
self of the hawser it was tied to. But I was 
convinced it was thanking me for setting it 
free.
 This true story was written in 1949 as 
an English Composition paper by Carl Beal, 
Jr., age 15.

Continued from Page 8

Commission meetings. The increase would 
be from Commission, not federal funds. The 
Committee requested a detailed analysis to 
determine the projected cost to the Commis-
sion of roughly a 30% increase in meal per 
diem.
 For more information, please con-
tact Laura Leach, Director of Finance & 
Administration, at lleach@asmfc.org or 
703.842.0740.
Motions
 No motions were made.

COASTAL PELAGICS MANAGE-
MENT BOARD

ASMFC Coastal Pelagics Board Sets Atlan-
tic Cobia Total Harvest Quota for 2024-

2026 Fishing Seasons
 The Commission’s Coastal Pelagics 
Management Board approved a total har-
vest quota for the Atlantic migratory group 
of cobia of 80,112 fish for the 2024-2026 
fishing seasons. This total quota results in a 
coastwide recreational quota of 76,908 fish 
and commercial quota of 73,116 pounds.
 The total quota level was first approved 
in February 2020 for the 2020-2022 fishing 
seasons. In 2021, the Board changed the 
cobia quota timeframe from 2020-2022 to 
2021-2023. Based on the recommendation 
from the Technical Committee and in the 
absence of a new stock assessment, the 
Board has set the 2024-2026 total harvest 
quota equal to the 2023 total harvest quota 

of 80,112 fish.
 A new stock assessment for Atlantic 
migratory group of cobia is scheduled for 
2025, with the potential to inform 2026 or 
later total harvest quotas. The Board will 
meet in October 2023 to consider new rec-
reational management measures for some 
states. For more information, please contact 
Chelsea Tuohy, Fishery Management Plan 
Coordinator, at  ctuohy@asmfc.org.
Meeting Summary
 The Coastal Pelagics Board met to set 
the 2024-2026 total harvest quota for Atlantic 
cobia (see above press release), consider the 
Atlantic Cobia Fishery Management Plan 
(FMP) Review for the 2022 fishing year, 
consider timelines for reviewing the state 
recreational allocation of cobia, and received 
an update from the South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council (SAFMC) on the 2022 
stock assessment for Spanish mackerel (SE-
DAR 78) and upcoming Spanish and king 
mackerel port meetings.
 The Board reviewed state compliance 
and the Atlantic Cobia FMP Review for 
the 2022 fishing year. All states’ regula-
tions were consistent with the FMP, and 
the Board approved de minimis requests 
from Rhode Island, New Jersey, Delaware, 
Maryland, Georgia, and Florida. The Cobia 
Plan Review Team (PRT) noted that multiple 
states could exceed de minimis thresholds 
in upcoming years, which would trigger 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Continued from Page 13

Continued on Page 26

mailto:lleach@asmfc.org
mailto:ctuohy@asmfc.org


September 2023  MAINE COASTAL NEWS  Page 25.

Nautical & General Books For Sale

Wiscasset Antiques Mall
536 Bath Road, Route 1, Wiscasset

Not just a great collection of nautical books, but also nautical prints and models by Nautical Scribe of Stockton 
Springs and Maine Coastal News. Also books on various subjects on first floor to right. The Wiscasset Antiques 
Mall has a wide variety of dealers offering books on all subjects, antique furniture, art work, tools and music.

Open seven days a week - Hours 9 AM to 5 PM

NEW SPOOL WINDLASS

New spool windlass, made by Nat Bradshaw Machinery, suitable for a 35-46-foot boat, 
complete package with electric controls and all fittings, includes 150-feet 5/8-inch an-

chor rode, ready for installation. $1,750. Brooklin, Maine. Duplicate can be seen on an 
existing boat in Brooklin. Call (207)266-1243.

split wheelhouse and the cruiser a full house 
with different amenities.

Gloucester Marine Railway
Gloucester

 Sitting on the railway was the 85-foot 
dragger CAPTAIN DOMINIC. They in-
stalled a new net reel and redid the steering 
quadrant and the entire rudder assembly. 
They also painted her from the gunwales 
down and some of the work was done be the 
crew of the fishing vessel.
 CAPTAIN DOMINIC was launched 
the first week of August and then they hauled 
out the 90-foot dragger SEA FARMER, 
which was out for annual maintenance.
 The fishing boat PHYLLIS A., built 
at Kennebunkport in the 1920s, has gone 
out in a few dumpsters. Unfortunately, they 
did all they could to try and raise the funds 
necessary to restore, but the support was not 
there. Another vessel, YANKEE PATRIOT, 
a well-known wooden Chesapeake Bay 
cross planked boat, is also being dismantled. 
She operated out of Gloucester about six 
years ago, but was not used after that.
 The travelift is undergoing some 
regular maintenance. She is getting a full 
inspection and four new tires.
 There have been the usual issues as one 
boat is on the hard having taken out her port 
propeller with a rock. There is also a sailboat 
hauled out to be re-rigged. A lobster boat 
is out to have some exhaust work done for 
her new owner. INVICTUS, of Thompson 
Island, is out to have a new engine installed. 
She had a 6068 John Deere, but they were not 
sure what she was getting. SNOW FLOW-

ER, built by Gladding & Hearn as a 35-foot 
lobster boat, is getting a Caterpillar C7 in-
stalled. She also has been sand blasted and 
will be painted when the engine installation 
is complete.
 The north track railway is down for 
maintenance and this means the south track 
is presently booked through November. If 
they can free up some of their crew the north 
track should be available in August.
 Like everyone, there is plenty of work, 
but not enough help to do it.

Boat Yard News
Continued from Page 19

everyone his boat was still the one to beat in 
Diesel 251 to 350-hp, 24 and over. She was 
facing off against Mariana Feltis’ MATT & 
PAT [Stanley 36; 300-hp 3116 Caterpillar], 
which just did not have enough to get by for 
the win. In Diesel 351 to 450-hp, 28 to 39 
feet 11 inch and under it was Jake Dugas’ 
GUILTY PLEASURE [Mitchell Cove 32; 
380-hp Cummins] jumping right into the 
lead for the win. Five boats were on the line 
for Diesel 451 to 650-hp, 28 feet and over and 
the pre-race favorite after their performance 
at Winter Harbor the previous day would be 
RIJO, As they came off the line LIL’ LISA 
MARIE was just leading the way up the 
course. RIJO seemed to have an issue and 
finished in fifth. Next up was Diesel, 651 to 
800-hp, 28 feet and over and there were two 
boats on the line MEAN KATHLEEN  and 

Spencer Dyer’s THE CHAIN [Holland 38; 
410-hp Sisu]. MEAN KATHLEEN slowly 
worked out in front and went on for the win. 
In Diesel 801-hp and over, 28 feet and over 
would determine who would be the dominate 
boat of the day as it pitted BLUE EYED 
GIRL against LA BELLA VITA. It was close 
as they came up the left side of the course, 
but then LA BELLA VITA slowed, her en-
gine having thrown a code and she went to 
idle. In the next race (Diesel up to 650-hp, 
40 feet and over) two boats were lined up, 
but KENNEBEC [Tug 42’; 450-hp], owned 
by Tucker Phinney, did not have much of a 
chance against Zach Stotz’s ZELLA SUE 
[John’s Bay 40; 500-hp Volvo]. Now came 
those over 40 feet and four boats were on the 
line for Diesel 651 to 800 hp, 40 feet and over. 
This should be a battle between ALEXSA 
ROSE and Chip Johnson’s FIVE STARS 
[Calvin Beal 42; 750-hp Renault-Mack] and 

it was. Both jumped out in front ALEXSA 
ROSE in the middle and FIVE STARS to 
the right. They were bow to bow right to the 
finish line when FIVE STARS surged ahead 
for the win. The last diesel race was Diesel 
801-hp and over, 40 feet and over, which had 
just one entry, 4 LADIES.
 Three boats were in the wooden boat 
race, which was won by MERGANSER.
 There were no entrants in the Gasoline 
Free-for-All so it was onto the Diesel Free-
for-All. Six boats came to the line and the 

question was if LA BELLA VITA did not 
have a repeat issue would she be a threat to 
BLUE EYED GIRL? With the drop of the 
flag, BLUE EYED GIRL, running right next 
to LA BELLA VITA got a slight lead, but did 
not seem to gain much more the rest of the 
way down the course with LA BELLA VITA 
back with bow to transom.
 Five boats from the Diesel Free-for-All 
came to the line for the Fastest Lobster Boat 
Race and the top three were exactly the same.

Nine Down Two to Go in Lobster Boat Racing Season!

Continued from Page 23

It was no surprise to see Mason Vintinner’s SCREEN TIME [Corson 16; 90-hp Mercury] 
flying up the course in the lead in the third work boat class.

The winner of the Diesel 651 to 800 hp, 40 feet and over race was Chip Johnson’s FIVE 
STARS [Calvin Beal 42; 750-hp Renault-Mack].
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For Sale
F/V SARI ANN

Contact Pete at John's Bay Boat Company
(207) 644-8261 for more information

41 foot wooden split wheelhouse lobster boat, Built 2006, 
4 berths, Powered with 660-hp Volvo, $300,000.

management changes including in-season 
monitoring for the commercial fishery and 
revising state recreational harvest targets 
for the recreational fishery. Reallocation of 
recreational harvest targets will require a 
change in the FMP. The current recreational 
allocation is calculated using landings data 
through 2015. In addition, the PRT recom-
mended New York declare an interest in the 
cobia fishery due to recent trends in New 
York’s commercial landings. New York 
has indicated their commercial regulations 
for Atlantic Cobia are consistent with FMP 
requirements. New York is in the process of 
updating the state’s recreational regulations 
to be consistent with the FMP requirements 
and is preparing regulations to establish 
closure authority in the commercial cobia 
fishery.
 After the FMP Review, the Board 
received a presentation on current state rec-
reational allocations for cobia and potential 
timelines for reviewing these allocations. 
Recreational harvest targets are assigned 
on a state-by-state basis to non-de minimis 
states, with a 1% set aside for de minimis 
states. Commission staff recommended two 
timelines for reviewing and revising these 
allocations through the addendum process. 
Both timelines align with the upcoming 2025 
cobia stock assessment and include imple-
mentation dates of 2025 or 2026. The Board 
identified 2025 as the preferred implementa-
tion timeline and directed the Atlantic Cobia 
Technical Committee (TC) to characterize 
state and regional harvest trends to inform 
future allocation options for review at the 
Commission’s Annual Meeting or Winter 
Meeting. The Board noted that future allo-
cation of recreational harvest targets should 
consider the dynamic nature of the fishery 
and be flexible as the stock shifts and/or range 
expansion continues to be examined.
 The final cobia discussion considered 
the need for ongoing changes to state cobia 
recreational regulations, given the timing of 

the potential new addendum and the upcom-
ing 2025 stock assessment. Due to a total 
harvest quota being set for cobia this year, the 
TC will need to review state landings against 
soft harvest targets and recommend changes 
to state measures for the Board’s consider-
ation at the Commission’s Annual Meeting in 
October. To inform the October discussion, 
the Board tasked the TC with reviewing the 
impact status quo measures would have on 
the fishery in addition to recommending 
changes to recreational management mea-
sures.
 Lastly, the Board received updates on 
the 2022 stock assessment for Spanish mack-
erel (SEDAR 78) and the SAFMC’s plans 
for upcoming Spanish and king mackerel 
port meetings. The Spanish mackerel stock 
assessment found the stock to be not over-
fished and not experiencing overfishing. Fol-
lowing the completion of the assessment, the 
SAFMC initiated a Framework Addendum 
to adopt the new ABC recommendation of 
8,024,000 pounds. The SAFMC to delayed 
the initiation of a Plan Amendment until the 
port meetings are completed in 2024. Port 
meetings are intended to gather stakeholder 
input to help improve management efforts 
and update the goals of the Coastal Migratory 
Pelagics (CMP) FMP. The Board discussed 
the importance of the port meetings in in-
forming changes to the Federal and Interstate 
FMPs and agreed that state staff should attend 
local port meetings if schedules allow.
 The Board also discussed the differences 
between the Interstate and Federal FMPs and 
supported their previous decision to hold off 
on potential management action for state wa-
ters until the Council initiates a Plan Amend-
ment for Federal waters. Differences between 
the Interstate and Federal FMPs exist in terms 
of commercial management zones, com-
mercial trip limits and closures, allowable 
gears, recreational season, and recreational 
accountability measures. While the Board 
decided to hold off on taking management 
action to address FMP differences, the Board 
tasked the newly formed Spanish Mackerel 

TC to develop a paper that characterizes 
the recreational and commercial fisheries 
along the Atlantic Coast. This paper may be 
informed by the fishery profile questionnaire 
that will accompany state compliance reports 
due in October. Outcomes of the port meet-
ings and TC paper will inform Board action 
in the future.
 For more information, please contact 
Chelsea Tuohy, Fishery Management Plan 
Coordinator, at CTuohy@asmfc.org.
Motions
 Move to approve the Atlantic Cobia 
FMP Review for the 2022 fishing year, state 
compliance reports, and de minimis requests 
for Rhode Island, New Jersey, Delaware, 
Maryland, Georgia, and Florida. Motion 
made by Dr. Rhodes and seconded by Ms. 
Fegley. Motion carries by unanimous con-
sent.
 Move to set the 2024-2026 total harvest 
quota at the status quo level of 80,112 fish. 
This results in a recreational quota of 76,908 
fish and a commercial quota of 73,116 lbs. 
Motion made by Mr. Haymans and seconded 
by Ms. Fegley. Motion passes by unanimous 
consent.
 Move to task the Cobia Technical Com-
mittee to develop a fishery review that char-
acterizes recent trends in state and regional 
landings compared to their harvest targets, 
including de minimis landings. The results 
of this review will inform a future addendum 
to be implemented for 2025 that considers 
recreational allocations, de minimis, and 
any other issues the Board identifies. It is 
the intent to initiate this addendum either 
at the Commission’s Annual Meeting or the 
2024 Winter Meeting. Motion made by Ms. 
Madsen and seconded by Mr. Bell. Motion 
passes by unanimous consent.
 Move to task the Cobia Technical Com-
mittee with determining the impacts of status 
quo coastwide recreational management 
measures for the 2024 fishing year. Motion 
made by Ms. Madsen and seconded by Ms. 
Fegley. Motion carries by unanimous con-
sent.
 Main Motion: Move to direct the Span-
ish Mackerel Technical Committee to devel-
op a paper that characterizes the recreational 
and commercial Spanish mackerel fisheries 
along the Atlantic Coast. The timing and 
content of the paper are intended to help the 
Coastal Pelagics Management Board address 
state waters management issues.
Motion made by Mr. Batsavage and seconded 
by Ms. Madsen.
 Motion to Amend: Move to amend 
to strike “address state water management 
issues” and replace “help” with “inform.” 
Motion made by Ms. Burgess and seconded 
by Mr. Haymans. Motion fails (5 in favor, 5 
opposed, 2 abstentions).
 Move to direct the Spanish Mackerel 
Technical Committee to develop a paper that 
characterizes the recreational and commer-
cial Spanish mackerel fisheries along the 
Atlantic Coast. The timing and content of 
the paper are intended to help the Coastal 
Pelagics Management Board address state 
waters management issues. Motion made by 
Mr. Batsavage and seconded by Ms. Madsen. 
Motion carries (9 in favor, 1 opposed, 2 ab-
stentions).

TAUTOG MANAGEMENT BOARD
Meeting Summary
 The Tautog Management Board met 
to consider the Fishery Management Plan 
(FMP) Review for the 2022 fishing year, 
consider reports from the Technical and 
Law Enforcement Committees about the 
commercial tagging program and potential 
changes to the program, receive a progress 
report on the next stock assessment update, 
consider approval of an Advisory Panel (AP) 
nomination, and elect a Vice-Chair.

 The Board was presented with the FMP 
Review for the 2022 fishing season. Coast-
wide harvest declined from 2021 to 2022 due 
to a 33% decrease in recreational harvest, 
while commercial landings increased by 
28%. Massachusetts and Rhode Island ex-
ceeded their state quotas and have adjusted 
their 2023 state quotas to account for those 
overages. The Plan Review Team noted a 
considerable decrease in commercial tags 
that were unaccounted for in 2022 compared 
to 2021, but continued to recommend that 
states work to reduce this value. The Board 
approved the FMP Review, state compliance, 
and de minimis requests from Delaware and 
Maryland.
 The Board was presented reports from 
the Technical Committee (TC) and the Law 
Enforcement Committee (LEC) on reported 
issues with the commercial tagging program. 
The TC distributed a survey to harvesters and 
dealers in each state within the management 
unit to study live market fish quality and 
mortality that is presumed to be associated 
with the commercial tagging program. The 
TC noted the results showed that these re-
ported issues were occurring in every state 
and that New York continues to receive the 
most complaints. Additionally, the TC pre-
sented the findings of a study conducted by 
New York to evaluate potential new tags and 
tag locations to reduce damage to the fish. 
Based on the negative results of that study, 
the TC recommended the Board task the TC 
to evaluate other alternative tag types. The 
LEC met in July 2023 to discuss the impact 
of the commercial tagging program on illegal 
harvest and evaluating compliance. The LEC 
indicated that the program has reduced illegal 
harvest and that there is generally good com-
pliance due to the reduced number of fish in 
the market that is associated with a reduction 
in illegal fish from the recreational sector. To 
address the concerns about the health of the 
fish, the Board tasked the TC with evaluating 
the smaller version of the current tag, as well 
as tags that have not previously been tested.
 The Board reviewed a TC recommen-
dation to schedule the next stock assessment 
update for 2025 and the next benchmark 
assessment for 2028 to accommodate staffing 
needs and allow for certain surveys to acquire 
the necessary amount of data to evaluate 
potential new models. The Board approved 
the revised schedule.
 The Board considered and approved the 
nomination of Nicholas Marchetti of New 
York to the Tautog AP. Additionally, the 
Board elected Justin Davis of Connecticut 
to the role of Vice-Chair of the Management 
Board.
 For more information, please contact 
James Boyle, Fishery Management Plan 
Coordinator, jboyle@asmfc.org.
Motions
 Move to approve the Fishery Manage-
ment Plan Review, state compliance reports, 
and de minimis requests for DE and MD 
for the 2022 fishing year. Motion made by 
Mr. Hasbrouck and seconded by Mr. Clark. 
Motion carries by unanimous consent.
 Move to task the Technical Committee 
with evaluating the feasibility of using the 
smaller tag and any tag that has not been 
previously tested that may meet the goals and 
objectives of the tagging program. Motion 
made by Mr. Hornstein and seconded by Mr. 
Clark. Motion carries by unanimous consent.
 Move to approve Nicholas Marchetti of 
NY to the Tautog Advisory Panel. Motion 
made by Mr. Hornstein and seconded by Dr. 
McNamee. Motion passes by unanimous 
consent.

INTERSTATE FISHERY MANAGE-
MENT PROGRAM (ISFMP) POLICY 

BOARD
Meeting Summary

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries - Summer Meeting
Continued from Page 24

1986 28' Howard Pickerell G/W Downeaster used mainly as a recreational lobster boat. 4 cyl 
Volvo gas B23 engine. Volvo Penta I/O SP. 2 poly fuel cells, 28 gals each. (I only use one) 2 new 
batteries. VHF, depth finder, radar (I removed from boat - dont need it) Sleeps 2, porta-potti, Boat 
is in good shape for year. Engine was rebuilt few years ago, have spare engine that ran ok when 
I repowered her. Plenty of spare parts, interior could use some attention but still solid. Keel has 

small leak but bilge pumps handle no problem. Reason for selling - start my 32ft Silverton project. 
NO trades. $15000 OBO. Boat in water at Sorrento Harbor.  207-479-5061 serious calls only. lv a 

msg and I will call you back. FCFS

FOR SALE

mailto:CTuohy@asmfc.org
mailto:jboyle@asmfc.org
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HELP WANTED
Sail Loft Manager

Repair and Maintain Sails · Build some new sails · Rigging

Royal River Boat Yard
307 Bayview Street, Yarmouth, Maine (207) 846-9577

Moose Island Marine
Boats for Sale

2013 110 hp Yanmar diesel/Bob Tail $11,499
2013 19' Grand Laker F/G, with trailer $1,995

Project Boats:
30' Hunter with Yanmar diesel $3,995
28' 1975 Silverton with rebuilt 318 Chrysler, 
      new velvet drive   $3,995

207-853-6058
www.mooseislandmarine.com

Used Boats
14' McKee Craft, 1985                           $7,495

18' Lund Open Fisherman, 1988            $8,900

18' Nautica 180, 2006                             $29,500

20' Pioneer Islander, 2019                      $47,000

21' Boston Whaler Conquest, 1998        $39,900

       24 Regal 242 Commodore Cruiser, 1997 $9,500/Best Offer

207-443-4254
www.newmeadowsmarina.com

FOR SALE
Surfhunter 25 well built in 1978.  

Has 350 engine built by Butler MacMaster with about 10 
hours use.  These deep V designs are renowned for 

seaworthiness and good looks. 
 A marvelous boat.

$40,000, located Round Pond, ME.  
(207) 529-2222.

John's Bay Boat Company, located in South Bristol, 
Maine, is looking to hire an experienced boat carpenter to 

join our small crew building custom wooden boats. 
Please call Pete at (207) 644-8261 days 

or (207) 644-1023 nights.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Equipment Operator
Crane, skidsteer, and boat hauler operations. Right candidate will be 

trained.

Finestkind Boatyard
11 Bristol Way, Harpswell, ME

(207) 833-6885               info@fkby.com

Marine Mechanic
Familiar with diesel & gasoline engines. Mechanic will be expected to 

winterize and commission engines, generators, and systems. Also, maintenance 
on yard equipment i.e. skid steer, crane and boat hauler will be expected.

 The ISFMP Policy Board met to re-
ceive an update from Executive Commit-
tee; consider changes to the Conservation 
Equivalency Policy and Technical Guidance 
Document; receive an update on the Risk and 
Uncertainty Policy Development; receive 
updates from the Atlantic Coastal Fish Hab-
itat Partnership (ACFHP) and Legislative 
Committee; discuss an update on the timeline 
for the Recreational Sector Separation and 
Catch Accounting Amendment; and receive 
a request from the Spot and Atlantic Croaker 
Stock Assessment Committee.
 The Commission Chair, Spud Wood-
ard, presented the Executive Committee 
Report to the Policy Board (see Executive 
Committee meeting summary earlier in this 
document).

Conservation Equivalency
 The Commission has been working to 
update the Conservation Equivalency (CE) 
Policy and Technical Guidance Document to 
reflect current use of CE and have the policy 
include more requirements verses sugges-
tions. Some of the proposed changes include 
requiring CE programs to be described and 
evaluated in the annual compliance review, 
setting a timeframe for CE programs to be in 
place, considering stock status to determine 
if CE is allowed, and not allowing measures 
that cannot be quantified in CE programs if 
their sole purpose is credit for a reduction. 
The Policy Board reviewed the proposed 
changes and, after some discussion, decided 
to postpone making changes to the document 
until the next meeting.

Risk and Uncertainty
 Jason McNamee presented an updated 
on the risk and uncertainty tool. After a re-
view of the tool and the last use of the tool 
on tautog, red drum was proposed as the next 
species to test this tool. The Policy Board had 
no objections on this approach.

ACFHP
 The ACFHP Steering Committee met in 
July 2023 where it finalized the next 5-year 
strategic plan (2022 – 2026) and 2-year ac-
tion plan (2023 – 2024). A recipient for the 

2023 Melissa Laser Habitat Conservation 
Award was selected. Alex Atkinson from 
NOAA Fisheries Office of Habitat Conser-
vation provided an update on Beyond the 
Pond fundraising and the process for seek-
ing Congressional Designation (ACE Act 
requirement – Sec 204(g)). ACFHP must 
work with the National Fish Habitat Part-
nership (NFHP) to develop an application 
and apply for Congressional Designation 
by June 2024 to continue to receive funds 
through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
after 2025. The Partnership also agreed to 
pursue a NOAA Climate Resilience Regional 
Challenge Grant and is currently working 
with its partners to develop a Letter of Inter-
est. Staff reviewed two ACFHP projects for 
FY24 that were approved by NFHP; a dam 
removal project on the Pequest River, NJ that 
will reconnect 3 miles of fish spawning and 
foraging habitat; and a multi-phase Mary-
land Coastal Bays salt marsh Restoration 
project where 39 acres of saltmarsh will be 
restored on the Delmarva Peninsula, MD. As 
such, ACFHP estimates $300,000 in NFHP 
funding for FY24. The annual RFP for FY25 
is currently being developed and will be re-
leased this Fall.

Legislative Committee
 Alexander Law reviewed the Legisla-
tive Committee’s draft letter in opposition 
to Rep. Lucas’s National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration Act of 2023 (H.R. 
3980). The Act would establish NOAA as an 
independent agency, removing it from under 
the Department of Commerce. The Policy 
Board agreed with the Legislative Commit-
tee’s concerns about the focus of the bill, 
fisheries funding instability and regulatory 
issues that would arise should the bill pass. 
The Policy Board agreed to send the letter to 
the relevant House committees and coastal 
district offices. In addition, the Policy Board 
received an overview of the FISHES Act, 
which address the Office or Management and 
Budget’s delays in the Fisheries Disaster As-
sistance approval process. The Policy Board 
agreed to send a letter to the House Natural 

Resources Committee and coastal district 
offices in support of the Act.

Recreational Sector Separation and 
Catch Accounting Amendment

 The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council is proposing a change in the time-
line of the Recreational Sector Separation 
and Catch Accounting Amendment due to 
staff workload. The approval of a scoping 
document would move from December 2023 
to Spring 2024 and shifting scoping hearings 
from January/February 2024 to Spring/Sum-
mer 2024. This would shift the timeline back 
by a few months for each subsequent step. 
The Policy Board did not have any concerns 
with the timeline change.

Other Business
 One of the lead modelers from the Spot 
and Atlantic Croaker Stock Assessment 
Committee has taken a new position and 
can no longer work on the assessment. The 
committee asked the Policy Board if any state 
has an assessment scientist with experience 
in stock synthesis that could join the commit-
tee. If a new lead modeler cannot be added 
there will be delays in the completion of the 
assessments.
 Lastly, the Policy Board approved a 
motion that directs Commission leadership to 
work with the three Atlantic Coast Councils 
to discuss diminished data collection and 
stock assessment capacity. The discussion 

will explore options for developing an inven-
tory of data collection deficiencies and im-
pacts to the effective fisheries management.
 For more information, please contact 
Toni Kerns, Fisheries Policy Director, at  
tkerns@asmfc.org.
Motions
 Main Motion: Move to approve Option 
4 board discretion for allowing Conservation 
Equivalency. Motion made by Mr. Clark and 
seconded by Ms. Burgess. Motion postponed 
until next meeting of the ISFMP Policy 
Board.
 Motion to Substitute: Motion to substi-
tute to adopt Option 1 with an allowance for 
2/3 majority to override. Motion made by Mr. 
McKiernan and seconded by Ms. Patterson.
 Motion to Postpone: Move to postpone 
decision on Conservation Equivalency until 
the next meeting of the Policy Board. Motion 
made by Ms. Fegley and seconded by Mr. 
Gary. Motion passes with one null vote.
 Move that the Commission leadership 
reach out to the three Atlantic Coast Councils 
and schedule a meeting to discuss diminished 
data collection and stock assessment capac-
ity. The discussion will explore options for 
developing an inventory of data collection 
deficiencies and impacts to the effective 
fisheries management. Motion made by Mr. 
McKiernan and seconded by Mr. Bell. Mo-
tion carries with one abstention.

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries - Summer Meeting

mailto:tkerns@asmfc.org
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EXHAUST
BLANKETS

INFAB

SPECIALTY MARINE
FABRICATOR

(207) 786-0004
Maine Made
Lewiston, ME

Soundown Distributor

www.infabrefractories.com

ROLLINS BOAT SHOP
2 Scotland Bridge Road

York, Maine 03909
New construction & 

Overhauls.
(207) 351-7609

Shipyard Brokerage
at Jonesport Shipyard

(207) 497-2701         www.jonesportshipyard.com
info@jonesportshipyard.com

Sail:
17' Herreshoff Buzzards Bay 14 Sloop, 1977. 19,500.

23' San Francisco Super Pelican, 2010, $7,500. 

2.5 hp '13 Suzuki    $695
3.5 hp '16 Mercury. In great condition. $799
6 hp '00 Johnson. Just replaced fuel pump. $750
6 hp '15 Suzuki             $1,495
9.9 hp '01 Johnson. Rebuilt motor.           $1,495
15 hp '19 Suzuki. Only 3 hours on it.           $2,999
50 hp Evinrude E-tec. 453 hours.                  $4,500
90 hp '04 Mercury 2 -stroke, x.l.s.           $1,800
90 hp '03 Mercury. With all controls.           $2,700
115 hp '18 Evinrude E-tec. 1722 hours.        $6,500
115 hp '98 Johnson              $2,500
150 hp '01 Johnson. With all controls.            $3,500
MinnKota Ultrex Mounted Tolling Motor    $3,100
Twin Honda 130s. Around 840 hours. Pair -$2,500

163 Orion Street, Brunswick, Maine
   207-729-3303 www.bamforthmarine.com
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New England’s  
All-Electric market 
at Rumery’s Boat Yard
on the Saco River

Maine Electric Boat Co.

Purchase & Rentals
Conversions & 
Installations

Rumery’s Boat Yard
(207) 283-0607
www.MaineElectricBoat.com

Serving

*DIESEL/GASOLINE FUEL CLEANING*
*TANK CLEANING*

Boats, Trucks & Company Fleets
Ed Tooley Marine

(207) 230-4479
edtooleymarine@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/edtooleymarine
What's in Your Fuel Tank?

13’ BOSTON WHALER 130 Super 
Sport, 2018. With Mercury 40 ELPT 
Outboard 86 Hours & 2018 Trailer. 
Asking $17,500 Call or stop in for 
more details - Casco Bay Yacht Sales 
– 207-865-4103; cascobayyacht.com

14’ MCKEE CRAFT, 1985. Powered 
by 2010 Yamaha F40hp. Includes 
trailer, chartplotter, depth sounder 
and compass. $7,495. New Meadows 
Yamaha Freeport. (207) 869-4008.

17’ SCOUT 175 SPORTFISH. NEW, 
2024. Yamaha F90 Outboard, White 
Reversible Pilot Seat w/Under Seat 
Cooler, Bimini Top, Bow Cushion 
Trailer. Call for more details - Casco 
Bay Yacht Sales – 207-865-4103.

17’ SCOUT 175 SPORTFISH, 2023. 
With 2023 Yamaha F90LB & ‘23 
Venture trailer. Midnight blue hull 
color upgrade, reversible pilot seat 
with underseat cooler and sport 
package: trolling motor plug, bow 
cushion and bimini top. Call for 
pricing and more details. Casco Bay 
Yacht Sales, Freeport Maine (207) 
865-4103. www.cascobayyacht.com

17’ SCOUT 175 SPORTFISH, 2022. 
With Yamaha F90 Outboard 36 Hours, 
Midnight Blue Hull Color, Stereo, 
Garmin 74 EchoMap, Bimini Top & 
2022 Venture Trailer. Asking $39,000. 
Call or stop in for more details - Casco 
Bay Yacht Sales – Freeport, Maine – 
207-865-4103; cascobayyacht.com

18’ EDGEWATER CC, 1996. 
Purchased new in 1998; 115 Suzuki 

4 stroke, purchased new Fall 2017, 
69 hours; 1998 5 STAR roller trailer, 
replaced winch 2021, 2 speed with new 
strap, 2022 replaced axle; includes 
VHF radio, compass, etc., many extras 
included. $19,000. Call Tom for more 
information and pictures. (603) 781-
1408.

18’ LUND OPEN FISHERMAN, 
1988. Powered by 2000 Yamaha 50hp 
2-stroke engine. Includes Calkins 
bunk trailer. $8,900. New Meadows 
Yamaha Freeport. (207) 869-4008.

18’ NAUTICA 180, 2006. Powered 
by 2019 Yamaha F115hp engine. High 
end rib and rigid bottom. Very clean 
and well maintained. Engine runs 
well. $29,500. New Meadows Yamaha 
Freeport. (207) 869-4008.

18’ SCOUT 187 SPORTFISH, 2008. 
With Yamaha F115 Outboard 906 
Hours & 2008 5 Star Trailer. Asking 
$20,000. Call or stop in for more 
details - Casco Bay Yacht Sales – 
Freeport, Maine – 207-865-4103; 
cascobayyacht.com

19’ SCOUT 195 SPORT DORADO, 

2024 NEW. With Yamaha F115XB, 
Crystal Blue Hull Color, Bimini Top, 
Powder Coated Ski Tow – Center Stern 
Seat – Backrest & 2023 Venture Trailer 
Call or stop in for more details - Casco 
Bay Yacht Sales – Freeport, Maine – 
207-865-4103; cascobayyacht.com

19’ SCOUT 195 SPORT DORADO, 
2023. With Yamaha F115XB & ’23 
Venture trailer. Midnight blue hull 
color, bimini top, powder coated ski 
tow, stern seat and backrest. Call for 
pricing and more details. Casco Bay 
Yacht Sales, Freeport Maine (207) 
865-4103. www.cascobayyacht.com

20’ GRADY WHITE ADVENTURE 
208, 1997. With Yamaha 175hp 
Saltwater Series II Outboard, Bimini 
Top & 1997 Load Rite Trailer. Asking 
$19,900. Call or stop in for more 
details - Casco Bay Yacht Sales – 
Freeport, Maine – 207-865-4103; 
cascobayyacht.com

20’ PIONEER ISLANDER, 2019. 
Powered by Yamaha F175hp engine. 
Extras include, 9” Garmin GPS/
depth sounder, spray shield and 
gull wings, protective canvas and 
isinglass, porta potty, docks/lines 
and more. Galvanized single axle EZ 
Loader bunk trailer. Professionally 
maintained. Winter stored inside/
heated. $47,000. New Meadows 
Marine, (207) 869-4008.

21’ BOSTON WHALER CONQUEST, 
1998. Powered by Yamaha F200 
engine with new controls. Optional 

repower with a used Yamaha F250 
engine with new controls at $42,500, 
or new Yamaha F225 or new F250 at 
$50,000+. Includes radar, chartplotter, 
depth sounder, Fusion stereo, cushions 
and eisenglass enclosure. Calkins 
roller trailer. $39,900. New Meadows 
Yamaha Freeport. (207) 869-4008.

21’ SCOUT 215 XSF, 2023. With 
Yamaha F150 outboard and 2022 
Venture trailer. Midnight blue hull 
color, ski pole, raw water washdown, 
powder coated T-top hardtop, forward 
seating backrests and stern seat. Call 
for pricing and more details. Casco 
Bay Yacht Sales, Freeport Maine (207) 
865-4103.

21’ ZODIAC PRO 650, 2017. With 
Yamaha F150XB – 170 hours and 2019 
EZ Loader trailer. Clean and loaded. 
Asking price $54,000. Call for pricing 
and more details. Casco Bay Yacht 
Sales, Freeport Maine (207) 865-4103; 
www.cascobayyacht.com.

23’ MAKO 238, 1976. Completely 
Restored w/ 2015 Evinrude 250 
E-TEC Outboard 100 Hours, Custom 
Awlgrip, Garmin VHF, Fusion Stereo, 
Trim Tabs, Custom Powder Coated 
Aluminum T-Top, New Fuel Tank, 
Hinged Swim Platform & Much 
More. Custom Rebuild Inside & Out. 
Asking $59,900. Call or stop in for 
more details - Casco Bay Yacht Sales 
– Freeport, Maine – 207-865-4103; 
cascobayyacht.com

24’ REGAL 242 COMMODORE 
CRUISER, 1997. Powered by 
Mercruiser V8 I/O engine. Engine 
runs well. Outdrive in good shape but 
needs new bellows and v-joints. Small 
galley below. $9,500/Best Offer. New 
Meadows Yamaha Freeport. (207) 
869-4008.

24’ SCOUT 240 XSF, 2024. NEW w/ 
Yamaha F300 XSB DES Outboard, 
Shark Gray Full Hull Color, Garmin 
8610 GPS, Garmin 315 VHF, JL Audio 
Speaker Upgrade, Upgraded Leaning 



Post, Rocket Launchers, Fresh Water 
Washdown, Self-Contained Porcelain 
Head,  Diaphragm Overboard 
Discharge, Seadeck Helm Footrest 
& Helm Pad, Powder Coated Split 
Bow Rails, Bow Rod /Cup Holders & 
Hardtop T-Bag Storage.  Call or stop 
in for more details - Casco Bay Yacht 
Sales – Freeport, Maine – 207-865-
4103; cascobayyacht.com
 

 
28’ SEA RAY 280 Sundancer, 2007. 
With Twin MerCruiser 4.3L 260-hp 
I/O 700 Hours, Full Canvas Enclosure, 
Bimini Top, Full Galley, Head, 
Shower, Wet Bar, Transom Shower & 
Much More. Asking $59,900. Call or 
stop in for more details - Casco Bay 
Yacht Sales – Freeport, Maine – 207-
865-4103; cascobayyacht.com

30’ CHRIS-CRAFT LAUNCH 30, 
2019 w/ Twin MerCruiser V8 300-hp 
I/O 65 Hours, Blue Hull, SS Hardware, 
Teak Throughout, U-Shaped Aft 
Seating, Head, Bow & Cockpit 
Covers, Clean & Loaded Asking 
$184,000. Call or stop in for more 
details - Casco Bay Yacht Sales – 
Freeport, Maine – 207-865-4103; 
cascobayyacht.com

30’ SCOUT 305 LXF, 2023. With twin 
Mercury 300XXI Verado V8 AMS 
factory pearl fusion white outboards. 
Midnight blue hull color upgrade, 2 
Garmin 8312XSV upgrade, Garmin 
B175H transducer, GMR 24XHD 
radar, Garmin VHF 315, deluxe stereo 
upgrade, Miscela cushion package, 
bow filler cushion, Baitwell Leaning 
post upgrade, rocket launchers, 
Lumitec light car, windshield wiper 
and removable teak bow table. Call 
for pricing and more details. Casco 
Bay Yacht Sales, Freeport Maine (207) 
865-4103; cascobayyacht.com

33’  GRADY WHITE EXPRESS 330, 
2015. With Twin Yamaha F350NCB 
Outboards 480 Hours, Custom 
Hardtop w/ Rocket Launchers, Interior 
A/C & Helm A/C, NEW Optimus 360 
Steering w/ Helm Master Joystick 
– Seaways Auto Pilot & Digital 
Anchoring, Dual Garmin GPS Plotters, 
Garmin HD Radar, Bow Thruster, 
Anchor Windlass, Outriggers, Fisher 
Panda 4200 Diesel Marine Generator 
w/ Sound Shield 25 Hours, EPIRB and 
Much More. Clean, Loaded & Water 
Ready. Asking $279,000. Call or stop 
in for more details - Casco Bay Yacht 
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MISC.

LOBSTER BOATS FOR SALE

LOBSTER BOATS FOR SALE

FIND YOUR NEXT BOAT ~ SELL YOUR BOAT

Lobster Boats / Federal Permits

MidcoastBoat.com
Hal Oakes 207-691-8601  -  Dave Earl 207-390-5146

Downeast Tuna Boats

Sales – Freeport, Maine – 207-865-
4103; cascobayyacht.com

SAIL
39’ YORKTOWN SAILBOAT. 
With cradle, 2004 Nanni diesel with 
tender 2hp Mercury. Many amenities. 
$34,500. Contact Moose Island 
Marine (207) 853-6058.

ELECTRICAL 
PANELS

OCEAN PURSUITS, custom made 
electrical panels. We make panels to 
suit your boats needs. AC, DC, bilge 
alarm, accessory aluminum panels. 
Complete with your builder’s logo or 
boat name. 75 Front St. Rockland, ME 
04841 (207) 596-7357.

ELECTRONICS
LARGEST DISCOUNT MARINE 
STORE NORTH OF BOSTON. Deep 
discounts on major manufacturers. 
Hamilton Marine, Searsport (207) 
548-6302.

OCEAN PURSUITS ,  mar ine 
electronic sales & service. Discount 
sales for Furuno, Raytheon, Data 
Marine, Garmin, 1 year warranty. Let 
us install and interface your electronics 
properly. 75 Front St. Rockland, ME 
04841 (207) 596-7357.

MARINE 
WOOD

Marine Grade Lumber in stock! 
Custom Float Services now stocks a 
large lumber yard with .60 cca pressure 
treated southern yellow pine boards 
and timber with 20’ and 24’ lengths 
our specialty. 1.0 and 2.5 retentions 
also available. We also have ACQ 
pt syp, Ironwood (Ipe), Correctdeck 
composite decking, and .60 cca 
Parallam engineered beams up to 60’ in 
length. Marine grade piling in various 
lengths also available. We can deliver 
in New England! Please call 1-888-
844-9666 to get the most competitive 
prices for your materials to build your 
pier, float or any other future shoreline 
project. www.customfloat.com.

MARINE
SYSTEMS

OCEAN PURSUITS specialty is in 
marine systems. Electrical rewiring, 
engine overhauls, refrigeration. 
Certified technicians and mechanics. 
75 Front St. Rockland, Maine 04841 
(207) 596-7357.

MISC.
MARINE SURVEYORS COURSE 
– Recreational, commercial. Fishing 
program available, guidelines, 
USCG NVCS, regulations, forms. 
Diploma upon completion. Best 
course in business. Membership/
certification. Call 1-800-245-4425. 
www.navsurvey.com.

LOWEST PRICE ON CHAIN IN 
MAINE! By the barrel or by the foot. 

Made in USA. Rope, buoys, hardware, 
complete supplies.  LARGEST 
DISCOUNT MARINE STORE 
NORTH OF BOSTON. HAMILTON 
MARINE. (207) 548-6302 or www.
hamiltonmarine.com.

MOORINGS/
SLIPS

Call OCEAN PURSUITS on the 
north end of Rockland Harbor to 
reserve your mooring. Seasonal, 
monthly or weekly. 75 Front St. 
Rockland, ME 04841 (207) 596-7357.

RC MODELS
RC MODELS – Lobster boats, Sail 
boats, Half-models, etc. Great prices. 
Call Al (207) 200-6977.

REPAIRS
S P E C I A L I Z I N G  I N  W O O D 
& FIBERGLASS - Structural, 
Mechanical, Electrical, Cosmetics - 
new spray booth for Awlgrip systems, 
Paint, Varnish - Professional Service. 
Royal River Boatyard, Yarmouth, 

(207) 846-9577.

SCHOOLS
BECOME A MARINE SURVEYOR 
- USCG Fishing Vessel Inspection.  
800-245-4425. NAVTECH US 
SURVEYORS. Best in Business!

SERVICES
CASCO BAY MARINE SERVICES: 
From spring commissioning, bottom 
paint and spring launching to fall haul 
out, winterization, shrink wrap and 
storage and everything in between, 
we’ve got you covered. Along with 
being an AUTHORIZED YAMAHA 
and MERCRUISER dealer and full 
service center with factory trained 
technicians, we have the experience 
and staff ready to service all other 
brands of outboards and I/O. Casco 
Bay Marine Services 291 US Route 
1, Freeport, ME 04032 (207) 865-
4048; www.cascobayyacht.com

OCEAN PURSUITS Marine Systems 
& Services. Systems repaired, installed 
& designed. Complete boat repairs, 
painting, varnishing and Awlgrip 

available. 75 Front St. Rockland, 
Maine 04841 (207) 596-7357.

STORAGE

I N D O O R  H E AT E D  B O AT 
STORAGE NOW IN BUCKSPORT! 
Brand new 12,000 square foot building. 
Now taking reservations for winter 
2023. Call (207) 944-6285 or email 
mainemarinestorage@gmail.com

STORAGE at Royal River Boat Yard 
with 50-Ton Travel Lift or Haul for 
Repairs (207) 846-9577.

SUPPLIES
 LARGEST DISCOUNT MARINE 
STORE NORTH OF BOSTON. 
Fishing, boatbuilding, sail, pleasure. 
We discount everything. Hamilton 
Marine, Searsport, (207) 548-6302.

REPAIRS SERVICES



Specializing in Buying, Selling & Trading Quality Pre-owned Boats 

291 US Route 1 Freeport, Maine         (207) 865-4103           Fax (207) 865-0759                                             

13' '18 Whaler 130 SS - 86 hrs $17,500
17' '23 Scout 175 Sportfish $CALL
17' '22 Scout 175 Sportfish $39,000
18' '08 Scout 187 Sportfish $20,000
20' '97 Grady Adventure 208 $19,900

We service what we sell. Full service facility. Over 150 boats to choose from. 
We take trades and arrange financing. Visit us on the web: www.cascobayyacht.com

21' '23 Scout 215 XSF $CALL
21' '17 Zodiac Rec Pro 650 $54,000
24' '22 Scout 240 XSF, Gray  $CALL
28' '07 Sea Ray 289 DA $59,000
30' '19 Chris Craft Launch $184,000

33' 2015 Grady White Express 330
with Twin Yamaha F350s - 480 hours, 

Clean, Loaded & Water Ready! $279,000 
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CUSTOM FLOAT SERVICES

THE MAIN SOURCE FOR:
FLOTATION
• Premierfloat drums,

(51 sizes)
• Capacity to 4,600lbs.
• 15 yr. ltd warranty

HARDWARE
• 1/4” & 3/8” plate
• Hot dipped galv.
• 1” Connecting pin
• Cleats, anchor, chain

LUMBER
• Marine grade PT SYP
• CCA and ACQ
• CorrectDeck Decking 

(25yr. war.)
• IPE (ironwood)
• CCA Parallam eng. 

beams up to 60’ lengths

DESIGN FOR
• Marine Contractors
• Homeowners
• Yacht Clubs
• Boatyards
• Marinas
• Towns & Muncipalities
• Colleges, Schools & Clubs

36 Union Wharf • Portland, ME 04112
207-772-3796 • Toll Free 1-888-844-9666

info@customfloat.com
You can build it or We can build it for you

8
ACE Roto-Mold Float Drums

������ • ������ • ����� • �������

Duralife Composite 
Decking

w w w . c u s t o m f l o a t . c o m

11 Wallace Ave, South Portland, ME 04106

www.boatus.com

Based in East Boothbay, covering Casco Bay to Penobscot Bay

207.633.0773

Service, Savings & Representation Since 1966, See Why It Pays to Belong!

All BoatUS Towboat Ports offer Towing, Soft Ungroundings, 
Battery Jumps & Fuel Delivery.

The towing company either has their own dock, or 
contracts with a third party to provide repair services.

The towing company offers salvage assistance. Includes recovery 
of property, refloating the vessel, and towing it to a safe harbor.

Provides for any recreational boats that you own, borrow or 
charter. 24 Hour dispatch/365 days a year.

The towing company can arrange local transportation to 
transport you to a hotel or other local destination.

Towboat Services

Repairs

Salvage

Personal Coverage

Transportation

SPECIAL JUNE OFFER 
FOR NEW MEMBERS!

Unlimited 
Towing Membership

Use Source Code
WT10898A 

On Application

Rebate
$5000

33%
SAVINGS!

f

Since 1987

MARINE INDUSTRY
TRADE DISCOUNT

10% off

subject to availability

www.codcoveinn.com  |  Reservations:  207.882.9586
Corner of US Route 1 and Maine State Route 27  |  Edgecomb

mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’ s Association
2 Storer St, #20, Kennebunk ME 04043

207-967-4555

Don’t let your membership expire 
with your tan lines.

We’ve got your back. 

  Join or renew today. 

Virgina Wadleigh

2018 Water Tender 9.4. Hardly used.     $550
13' '20 Boston Whaler Super Sport. With '20 40 hp Mercury o/b. Trailer included.  $15,900
14' Kayak by Current Designs. Not sure year, about 6 years old.   $2,500
2015 14' Maritime Skiff. With '14 25hp Evinrude E-tec. Trailer Included.   $15,900
16' Peeler Skiff. Homemade.With '12 15hp Suzuki. Trailer included.   $7,800
2020 17' Salty Boat. With '20 50 hp Honda o/b. Trailer included.   $22,000
1988 18' Eastern CC powered with '18 75 hp Evinrude. Sea Lion trailer included.  $19,900
2005 20' Maritime Skiff. With '05 70 hp Suzuki. Optional trailer for an extra $5,447. $24,500
1998 20' Grady White Adventure. With '98 175 hp Evinrude. Trailer included.  $15,000
1983 22' Searay. With 5.7L Mercruiser. Trailer included.    $4,500 OBRO
2016 23' Maritime. With '16 200 hp Evinrude G2. Trailer included.   $69,900
1999 24'9" Pursuit Denali. With 5.7L Mercruiser. For boat only $22,500. For boat & trailer - $25,000
1998 Mako 253 with enclosed T-top. With with '20 200 hp Evinrude G2s.   $59,000
2008 25' Monterey. With 5.7 Mercruiser I/O. Trailer included.    $38,500
27' Boston Whaler. With twin 200 hp '07 E-tecs. Trailer included.   $29,500
2006 25' Hydra Sports 2500. Powered with twin '19 200 hp Evinrudes. Trailer included. $85,000

Used Boats for Sale

163 Orion St., Brunswick, Maine  
207-729-3303 

 www.bamforthmarine.com

Want to know more about the boats built in Maine?
Go to our website!

www.mainebuiltboats.com

ON THE WATERFRONT 
in the village of Boothbay Harbor

Full Service Hotel, Restaurant, Lounge & Marina

80 Commercial Street  Boothbay Harbor, Maine 04538

207-633-4434   www.tugboatinn.com

Open May thru

December
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NORTH ATLANTIC POWER PRODUCTS

Call: (888) 460-7419 or (603) 418-0470 · Fax: (603) 418-0471 · Email: djones@glpower.com

NORTH ATLANTIC POWER PRODUCTS
15 Continental Dr., Exeter, NH 03833

Providing Sales, Parts & Service for New England and the Entire East Coast 

The Legendary Twin Disc MGX Quickshift gears controlled by the Twin Disc EC300 control system 
is unmatched in the fishing industry.  With the quickest, smoothest shifts, and superior low-speed 
maneuverability, it is the upgrade you can’t live without on your next repower or new boat build.

AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR

–C18

Ask us about our 
Customer Value 

Agreements (CVA)

Available for new 
boat installations 

and repowers.

C18 RATINGS
470/600@1800rpm A Rating

670/715@1800-2100rpm B/C rating
803@2100rpm D Rating

1015/1150@2300rpm - T4 Exempt ratings 
for light commercial 

miltoncat.com

For Marine Engine Sales, contact 
Nick Fawle, Marine Market Manager. 
603-484-5248    Nick_Fawle@miltoncat.com

Billings Diesel & Marine Service
Stonington, ME

Dennis’ Welding & Marine
Beals, ME

Front Street Shipyard
Belfast, ME

Lyman Morse at Wafarer Marine Corporation
Camden, ME

Journey’s End
Rockland, ME

Fairhaven Shipyard & Marina, Inc.
Fairhaven, MA

Guy Crudele Repair
Gloucester, MA

Sacchetti Marine and  
Industrial, LLC
Plymouth, MA

Windward Power Systems
Fairhaven, MA

DePaul Diesel Services, Inc.
Portsmouth, RI

Hinckley Yacht Service
Portsmouth, RI

Rhode Island Engine Company, Inc.
Narragansett, RI

AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS



hamiltonmarine.com800-639-2715

 KITTERY
PORTLAND
ROCKLAND
SEARSPORT
SW HARBOR
JONESPORT

We understand the vital role that the lobstering and 
fishing industries play in our coastal communities. This 
is why our crew is dedicated to providing you with the 
highest quality products and exceptional customer 
service to help you and your business succeed.

#Save
MaineLo

bste
rm

en

PROUD SPONSOR OF
MLA Legal Defense Fund
MFF Scholarship Fund
Maine Lobster Boat Races
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